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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water Emergencies 01223 706050
Anglia Water Sewerage Emergencies 03457 145 145
Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Curate Chris Westgarth) 07710 661003
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 7 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 3.40pm - 5.35pm Children’s Street Dance

Classes
MS

Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
Tuesday 1.30pm - 4pm Fabric and Yarns BC
Tuesday 6.45pm - 7.30pm ChaSamba Adult Fitness MS
2nd Tuesday 8pm (Except Aug) Comberton WI VH
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Antiquarian

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 2pm - 3:30pm
(term time only)

Bumps & Babes BC

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
(not Dec &
Aug)

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH
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Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the
November magazine by 15th October 2024. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Thursday 3rd October Black
Thursday 10th October Blue/Green
Thursday 17th October Black
Thursday 24th October Blue/Green
Thursday 31st October Black
Thursday 7th November Blue/Green

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at https://comberton-pc.gov.uk/decisions-meetings/agendas-and-minutes

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
There is plenty to do in or near Comberton in the coming weeks with a
variety of events for all ages. For example, the Apple Day at Burwash
Manor is a fun family day out on the 12th October, or why not come
along to St Mary’s for an evening of Scottish folk music and dancing on
the 2nd November.
James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Jennifer Martin

jen.martin@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Parish Council Clerk Jessie Brewer

clerk@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Comberton Parish Council
PO Box 1549
CAMBRIDGE DO
CB1 0ZS

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk
Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrup@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Michael Atkins 07968 264637
michael.atkins@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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Village Help Scheme

Comberton Luncheon
Club
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BLADES FENCING & GARDEN 
SERVICES 

ALL WOODEN FENCING INCL 
NEW/ REPLACEMENT/ REPAIRS/ 

PRESERVATIVES 
HEDGE CUTTING & REDUCTION/

REMOVAL 
SHRUB-SHAPING-REDUCTION-

REMOVAL 
JET WASHING OF PAVING 

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest 
Control Operatives 

Registered waste carrier & Full Public 
Liability Insurance 

www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk 
andy@bladesgardenservices.co.uk 

Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 

Do you need 
financial advice? 

 Mrs Naz Miller is a financial adviser with over 30 years  
experience in the finance industry. Now living in Chesterton, 
Naz offers a local, friendly and worthwhile financial advice 

service. 

Contact her on 07496 488090 or 
email Nusrat.miller@sjpp.co.uk 

Cambridge and Ely Financial Services is an Appointed 
Representative of and represents only St. James's Place 

Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising 

solely on the group's wealth management products and 
services, more details of which are set out on the group's 
website http://www.sjp.co.uk/products. 

The St. James's Place Partnership and the 
titles 'Partner' and 'Partner 

Practice' are marketing terms used to describe 
St. James's Place representatives 

AIP Approved 12/02/2024 
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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Meridian Primary School  
Learning for Life; Striving for Excellence 
Confidence & Resilience | Courtesy & Good Manners | Responsibility in Action | Adventure & Possibilities 
 

 
Greetings Neighbours, 
 
Meridian Primary School has had an exciting start to the new term, 
 
Comberton Show Success 
The Comberton Show, held at Meridian on Saturday 14th September, was a wonderful event with strong community 
participation. Vegetables, fruit, flowers, handcraft, photography, home-made wine, cookery, preserves and artwork 
were exhibited in the show.  
We are particularly proud to announce that our Meridian children's artwork was recognised by the judge, Mr Andrew 
Bonnett, among other talented entries from the community. The following students were awarded for their 
exceptional work: 
 

Class 450 (5-7 years) 
• 1st Prize- Rowan (Apple Tree)  
• Highly Commended- Isabelle (Apple Tree)  
• Highly Commended- Jesse (Birch)  
 
Class 451 (8-9 years) 
• 1st Prize- Ada T (Sycamore)  
• Highly Commended- Amy (Sycamore)  
 
Class 452 (10-11 years) 
• 1st Prize- Nicholas (Oak)  
• 2nd Prize- Lily (Oak)  
• 3rd Prize- Tristan (Oak)  

 
Ada T in Sycamore Class also awarded the Frank Hollick Book Prize for the Best in Children's Art Class!  
 
 
Gold Award for School Games 
We are thrilled to announce that Meridian Primary School has achieved the Gold Award for School Games 
2023/2024. This recognition is a testament to the hard work and dedication of our school members in developing 
and expanding our P.E., physical activities and sports programmes. 
 
 
The School Games Mark is a government-led award that recognises schools' commitment to competition, physical 
activity and teamwork. Our achievement was validated by our local School Games Organizer (SGO) or through an 
external audit, affirming our dedication to promoting active and healthy school life among our children. 
We are immensely proud of this achievement, and it motivates us to continue our efforts to promote physical activity 
and well-being among our children. Let's continue to encourage our children to embrace the joys of sports and 
teamwork.  
 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Mrs Laura Summerfield       and         Everyone  
Interim Headteacher       at Meridian  

Meridian Primary School
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Comberton Antiquarian Society
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd October at 8pm in the Village
Hall when Claire Nicholson will give a talk entitled

Virginia Woolf’s Cambridge

Claire is Chair of the Virginia Woolf Society and lectures on Woolf in a
variety of contexts including literary festivals.

The Churchyard at St Mary’s
On August bank holiday Monday we held our annual Fete… A wonderful
afternoon – thank you to everyone who came and supported it.

Unfortunately we needed to remove large amounts of dog faeces before
we could set up!

Failing to clear up after a dog in a public place can result in an owner
being issued with a fixed penalty notice of up to £100, which could
potentially increase to £1,000.

The churchyard is open to everyone and we very much welcome dogs,
however we would ask that

a) They are kept on a lead and respect the grave spaces
b) Their owners clean up after them

Thank you
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October Challenge
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-Op

TOTP…..36 of the best anyway.
The abbreviations listed below are all pop groups or duos active
between 1953 and 8pm ! A puzzle for all ages.

Asterisk = the ** = and the

PF ………………………………. NKO*B …………………………..

*DCF …………………………… OD ……………………………….

PH ……………………………… LZ ………………………………..

*BB …………………………….. BS ……………………………….

*SG …………………………….. RHCP ……………………………

*SF ……………………………… SD ………………………………..

*BCR ……………………………. BF ………………………………..

GD ………………………………. ELO ………………………………

*BG ……………………………… DD ………………………………..

CCR ……………………………. VU ………………………………..

DS ………………………………. DP ………………………………..

FM ………………………………. JT …………………………………

BJ ……………………………….. DM ………………………………..

*RB ……………………………… TH …………………………………

DL……………………………….. GA………………………………..

TFF ……………………………… BEP ………………………………

*RS ……………………………… HH ………………………………..

IM ………………………………… *EB ……………………………….

Entries please to CO-OP store no later than 14th October. The entry
with the most correct anwers wins the prize of wine and chocolates
generously donated by the store.
Name/Address………………………………………………………………
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07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 

BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 
Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 
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Comberton Opera
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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Comberton Parish Council Bulletin



20

 

 

YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS  
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YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS  
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Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 



25

 

 

MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 

The Comberton Shed
The shed group is slowly growing with 2 new members and a very
grateful donation of a wood working saw bench / work station from
Malcom Wright; any tool donations gratefully received.

The shed group recently attended the Comberton church fete with a
table displaying items restored and made by members plus a Kentish
pub game of "Dadlums" hotly contested with high scores celebrated
with energetic bell ringing by Dave.

We are still negotiating for a shed in the village so still meet at
Madingley hall on Wednesdays at 11am, if interested join us for a tea or
coffee and conversation. Lifts available.

Contact Steve 07926909043 or Mike 07549137143
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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September Challenge Solution
SPONSORED BY COMBERTON CO-OP
Sam BASS Calamity Jane’s friend (4)
Amy TURTLE Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael and Donatello

are all one of these (8)
Frank PIKE “Stupid Boy” (4)
MACKEREL Sky Caballa in Barcelona (8)
James WHALE Monstro (5) Clue: Talk Radio
Ted RAY’s A laugh on 1954 radio (3)
John DORY St. Pierre or Peter’s fish (4)
Albert HERRING A BB opera (7)
MULLET Mark of the third son in heraldry (6)
PERCH Front end of a French Horse (5)
SHARKS Jet’s rivals in West Side Story (6)
SOLE The under-surface of a golf club (4)
STINGRAY Ray Barrett commanded this in 1964 (8)
WHITEBAIT Sprattus Sprattus (9)
OCTOPUS Creature with three hearts and blue blood (7)
Julian BREAM Famous classical guitarist (5)
Nicola STURGEON Ex first minister of Scotland (8)
CHAR A cleaner (4)
PENGUIN Bird weighing up to 77lb and up to 3’7” tall (7)
COELACANTH and to finish, chance a lot (10) Anagram
The winner is April Pennick of Harbour Avenue.
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

 

THE MERIDIAN SCHOOL 

Harbour Avenue 

Comberton 

Cambridge CB23 7DD 

PHONE:                                               01223 262423  
EMAIL:                       office@meridian.cambs.sch.uk 
WEBSITE:                       www.meridianprimary.co.uk 

Interim Headteacher            Mrs Laura Summerfield                       

Headteacher in situ         Ms Samantha Chamberlain 
 

 

 

 

 

DATE 15 September 2024 
 
The Meridian Primary School governing board are looking for some additional support in 
the areas of health and safety, site security and premises. If you have knowledge and 
expertise in this field and you would like to support the school in a voluntary capacity or 
discuss this opportunity, please telephone the school office or email 
Clerk@meridian.cambs.sch.uk. 

 
Yours Sincerely, 

  

Mrs Mel Collins  

Chair of Governors 

Meridian Primary School 
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When is Green Grey?
With the new Administration in Westminster more green land is
threatened to turn grey.
Do allotments fall into that category?
South Street Allotments are privately owned. I only act as their Local
Agent.
I want to ensure the site is fully let, ideally with a waiting list, as power
for any future threat of development, along what is now a green corridor,
nestling between listed buildings, adjacent to an ancient causeway.
Whilst at the time of writing we are fully let, with one on the waiting list, I
would welcome anyone thinking about taking an allotment to put their
names down, for the future. This summer I had 8 waiting - they all now
have their plots! Once on the list you are welcome to visit the site and
get to know us.
Jane R Hughes
Local Agent for Heesom Green Partnership & local resident
jane@meadowside.com 07711307219
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.00 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 
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Comberton Women’s Institute
Our August meeting was tea and cake at our President's house.
Unfortunately the weather was not good to us this year but we enjoyed
the time relaxing, eating, drinking tea and chatting.

The speaker at our September meeting was Alan Osbourne talking
about the Dark Lady of DNA - Rosalind Franklin.

Rosalind Franklin was a British chemist and x-ray crystallographer
whose work was central to the understanding of the molecular
structures of DNA. Rosalind Franklin's contributions to the structures of
DNA went unrecognised.

Alan gave a very interesting and informative account of her life.

Our October meeting will be Bells and Bell Ringing.

Our meetings start at 8pm and are held in Comberton Village Hall on
the second Tuesday of each month. Everyone is very welcome to
attend.

Sue Lewis

Apple Day
Saturday October 12th 10 a.m. onwards
Burwash Manor are doing all sorts of things with apples...from pulping them
(bring your own apples and our juicing crew will be on hand to press them for
you), identifying them, drinking them in the form of juice and cider and, you
never know, you might feel the urge to just eat (and buy) some of the many
local varieties that we will have on show!

Take a ride on a pony, have a go on the fairground, try your hand at all
inclusive sports or watch displays of many traditional activities – from pottery
and bee-keeping to basket and fence weaving. And there will even be some
less traditional treats –the assault course springs to mind!

There’s plenty to keep little ones occupied – peeling an apple (how long could
your peel be?), apple tasting, face painting and the ever-popular tractor and
trailer rides around the farm.

And don’t worry if you start to get peckish – there are plenty of food vans,
refreshment stops and, of course, ice cream!

Entrance is £5 per adult, children under 12 are free. Last year we raised over
£6,500 for the Sick Children’s Trust….maybe this year we can make even
more!
www.burwashmanor.com
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Artisanal handmade sourdoughs, specialty 
breads, and pastries. All of our offerings are fresh 

baked made to order. Ready for Pickup or Delivery 
times can be selected when orders are placed.  

Local delivery available to Comberton, Hardwick, 
Cambourne, Toft and surrounding areas! 

www.victoriarosebakery.com  

info@victoriarosebakery.com 

victoriaroseartisanbakery 

 

 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Flooring 

Kitchen Refurbishments, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building

with over 30 years experience 
City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

    

      

Jmoorecapentry@sky.com 
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COMBERTON ALLOTMENTS & GARDENS ASSOCIATION 
 

AGM – Friday 22nd November 
The next event is our AGM on Friday 22nd November - 7.30 for 8 pm in the Village Hall. Come along and 
enjoy some Cheese & Wine (or juice) with us; hear about our work and events during 2024; pay annual 

allotment rent if you are a ‘Long Road’ tenant or just renew your membership of the association.  
 
Report on the 71st Comberton Autumn Show  
The Show was held on 14th September and well attended by around 180 adults plus their children; entries 
were down around 20% on last year but still passed the 400 mark which means a good show; additionally 
the walls of the Main Hall were adorned with around 180 paintings by the children from  Meridian School 
and the Comberton Playgroup.  
Once again the weather conditions during the year have been challenging for gardeners and the drop in 
entries is more than accounted for in the Vegetable Flower and Fruit classes but, with 165 entries, was still 
enough to provide an excellent display of good quality exhibits and a magnificently colourful Flower table. 
 

Cookery entries were slightly up at 32 including 8 entries in the fiercely contested Men’s cake competition 
(once again the Gerry Hall tankard was won by ace baker Andy Baker!); the Preserve entries did not quite 

reach last year’s heights but with 25 jars the judge was still presented with a tasting challenge 
 

The Handicraft section boasted 60 entries including 9 paintings, really showing the amazing talent that 
resides in this village and, pleasingly, there were 2 entries in our new class for 2024 of ‘Original artwork 
created on a computer’; hopefully we will see more in future shows. 

Homemade wine was slightly up with 26 bottles entered in the various classes, very little of which, I guess, 
remained at the end of the afternoon after thorough sampling by the judges and visitors! 
Photography was similar to last year with 30 entries across the 3 subjects but sadly there were no entries at 
all in the Children’s photography class; however, we are pleased that Children’s entries overall were double 
last year’s at 64; we have been concerned for a while that our subjects were not right to inspire them. 
We are always please to receive constructive feedback and suggestions for keeping these and indeed all 
classes relevant to current trends (any ideas can be emailed to me). 
 

….and most importantly we need to thank the people without whom there would not be a show:  
- the Team at the Meridian School for allowing us to hold the Show in the school and for their 

enormous co-operation and help with planning and staging.  
- our Judges from around the County who give their time, travel and expertise freely and give every 

exhibit it’s due consideration. 
- the Exhibitors who share their achievements with us, be they in growing or crafting, and particularly 

the parents who encourage their children to make and display their creations  
- the small CA&GA committee who start planning the Show in the Spring and work very very hard on 

Friday evening and all day Saturday to make the show a success and also to those spouses and 
others who are roped in to help. 
…and finally you the visitors who come along in the afternoon and support us – thank you all. 

  
Show Trophy Winners 2024 
Gentlemens’ Challenge Cup (Highest points in Show)                 Peter Gladders 
Gentlemens’ Silver Cup (2nd Highest points in Show)                          Robin Worship  
Ladies’ Challenge Bowl   (Highest points in Show)                        Jane Reed 
Ladies’ Silver Cup (2nd Highest points in Show)                             Brenda Deboys 
Storey Cup (Highest Points for Juniors) Millie Bigam  
Silver Cup & Certificate (Best Vegetable Exhibit) Peter Gladders (Lettuces) 
Certificate (Best Fruit exhibit) Matt Bigam (Dessert apples)  
Certificate (Best Flower exhibit) Peter Gladders (Dahlias) 
Master Gardener Trophy (Collection of Flowers & Vegetables)    Peter Gladders 
Harry Sewell Trophy (Collection of Vegetables-restricted entry)     Brenda DeBoys 
WI Handicraft Cup (Highest points in Handicraft)  Ann Webb 
Evelyn Watts trophy (Highest points in Cookery)                          Peter Gladders 
Gerry Hall Trophy (Cake baking - Men only)                  Andrew Baker 
Comberton Wine Club Cup (Best Wine in show)                     Sue Breeze 
Mike Winney Trophy (Best Photograph in Show)                      Laura Chapman 
Frank Hollick Book Prize (Best in Childrens’ Art Classes)             Adat 
Watts Salver (Best Kept Allotment - South St Site)                     Brenda Deboys 
 

Robin Worship – Secretary (email: robin.worship7@gmail.com) 

Comberton Allotments &
Gardens Association
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Male & Female Exercise Class 

2024 - 2025 

* Become Active! * Get Fit for Life * Enjoy Mental Alertness 

Typical Weekly Sessions 

30 Mins Warm-Up/Stretching Exercises 

30 Mins Circuit Training Workouts 

30 Mins Basket Ball (Optional)  

Exercising is fun 

Open to ALL - Any Age 
Any Ability/Beginners Welcome 

For Further Information 

Contact: Miles Johnson 

07768 232048 

email:manager@sport-keepfit.uk 

 

or CVC Adult Education 

email:commed@combertonvc.org 

Starts Tuesday September 10th 2024 

Comberton Village College - Every Tuesday  

18:25 to 19:55 

 

Sports Hall - £3 Per Session 
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Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 
Residents 

Non-
Residents 

Affiliated 
Non-

Affiliated 
Local/Non-
Franchised 

Non-
Local/Franchised 

SESSION Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £25 £35 £20 £30 £40 £45 

Evenings 
(except 

Saturday) 
£40 £50 £20 * £30 * £40 £50 

Saturday eve. £70 £85 £20 * £30 * £145 * £165 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £17.50 £22.50 £17.50 £22.50 £30 £32.50 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £15 £20 £15 £20 £25 £27.50 

 

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to 1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm 

(midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).  

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking. 

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request. 

*Additional information for groups: 

 Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or fundraising events will be charged the residents 

evening rates. Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-residents evening rates. 

Local/Non-franchised Community Commercial lettings can be reduced from £145 to £70 at the discretion of 

the Trustees, if the event is for a suitable charity. Groups should write to the Lettings Secretary with their 

request, including information on the charity, and this will be considered by the Trustees.  

 Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to have child protection and vulnerable adult 

policies & procedures in place 

 Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January. 

More information, including hall availability, can be found at www.combertonvillagehall.org  

To make a booking contact the Village Hall Administrator, Janice Sutton at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 

07435 324408 (9am to 9pm). Please note that this is a part-time role carried out around my job. If I am unable to 

answer your call please leave a message and i will phone you back, or send me an email. 

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

 

 

Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges
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