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Regular Dates for Your Diary

Mon
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VH = Village Hall

9:30-11:30am Fun for 1s & 2s
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mm (w x h)
122 x 183
122 x 109
122 x 72
122 x 35
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Comberton Walkers

Aikido for 16+
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Little Bundles (u1)

Village Cafe & Crafts

Keep Fit
Women's Institute

Playgroup
Baptist Church
VH

VH

VH

Playgroup

VH

Sports Hall, CVC
VH

Antiquarian Society VH

Baby & Toddler Group VH

Lunchtime Badminton CVC

Bridge Club VH

Tang Soo Do Meridian School
Tennis Mix-In Session Tennis Club
Bumps and Babes Baptist Church
Parish Council VH

Fun for 1s & 2s Playgroup
EDGE Youth Club Baptist Church
Friendship Club VH

Oasis Teas (55+) VH

Tae Kwon Do
Tae Kwon Do
Custard Comedy
Bingo Party

Park Tennis

Meridian School
Meridian School
cvC

VH

Park

CVC = Comberton Village College

Annual
£400
£240
£160
£80
£80
£50

Single Edition
£44

£27

£18

£9

£9

£6



From the Editor
Friends,

Welcome to this first edition of Comberton Contact for 2018. | hope
the new year has been pleasant and enjoyable for you so far.

December and January have been so very busy. It was great to attend
David Newton's liscencing service at the start of December. There was
a wonderful show of support from the village. You can read a message
from him on p7. You might be aware that there was a fire at one of the
beautiful thatched cottages on West Street near to the duck pond. The
owners have written an artice (p39) to explain what happened and the
future plans.

One of the most touching pieces of content in this month's magazine is
a collection of memories from Mr J Poole (p20). He has been a
resident of Comberton for eighty years and has shared some of his
recollections of the village with us. If you've got memories of
Comberton that you would like to share, please do get in contact.

This is one of my favourite parts of editing the magazine; connecting
with this wonderful village. There is so very much going on and it is so
easy to miss out on the many different events and happenings of the
community. Do make sure you scour all the pages for all the different
goings-on.

Chris

Comberton Contact Team

Editor and Designer Chris Balding 07746 668140
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk
43 St Thomas Close

Treasurer and Advertising  Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk
38 Westlands

Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292

Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg.
March edition submission deadline is 14th February



Cambridge Stroke Group

The Cambridge Stroke Group is a
support group for all stroke
survivors in Cambridgeshire. The
group, a small charity run entirely
by volunteers, was created with
the joining together of Different
Strokes, Cambridge and The
Stroke Association to help provide
a comprehensive support group
for all those, of any age, who have
had a stroke.

The Cambridge Stroke Group
provides support and a lifeline to
its members, helping to transform
their lives and speed up recovery
after a stroke by gaining
independence, establishing new
friendships and experiencing new
activities.

The aim of the group is to provide
a meeting place in a friendly and
caring environment for people
whohave had a stroke, their
families, carers and friends.

It is a place away from the
hospital that offers emotional and
social support to stroke survivors
and a chance to meet others who
have also experienced the
potentially devastating effects of
having had a stroke.

Our drop-in meetings are calm,
friendly and informal and everyone
is welcome to pop in for a cup of
tea or coffee and a chat. We meet
every Thursday afternoon
between 1pm - 4pm at the David
Rayner Centre, Scotsdales
Nursery and Garden Centre,120
Cambridge Road, Great Shelford

Cambridge WSS cp22 5T,

Stroke

For any further info please email
info@cambridgestrokegroup.co.uk
visit our website on

e G r o U p www.cambridgestrokegroup.co.uk

or ring Helen Long on 07540
513225



The Parish Church of St Mary Comberton

In the Lordsbridge Team Ministry
www.combertonchurch.co.uk - Find us on Facebook: St Mary’s Church,
Comberton

Revd David Newton (Vicar), 92 Swaynes Lane, Comberton, CB23 7EF,
01223 665654, 07736944396, davidnewton@lordsbridge.org

Churchwardens
Chris Westgarth, 263242, chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com
Mary Jenkins, 80 West Street, 263751, maryjenkins18@gmail.com

Services and Events at St Mary’s in February

Sunday 4 Feb 9.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 11 Feb 8am Holy Communion

9.30am Holy Communion
Wednesday 14 Feb  7.30 pm Holy Communion and ashing for

Ash Wednesday at Toft St Andrew’s

Sunday 18 Feb 9.30am Holy Communion
Thursday 22 Feb 2.30 pm Oasis Tea, in the Village Hall
Sunday 25 Feb 8 am Holy Communion

9.30am Morning Worship

7.30 pm Sacred Space

at Dry Drayton Church

Friday 2 March 7.30 pm World Day of Prayer
Surinam Service

Sunday 4 March 9.30 am Holy Communion

Morning Prayer is said every Tuesday at 9:30am



Peter Oakes & Daughter
Tree Surgery
S
*Pmning 'Fe"ing ‘Plammg At=IpclalEllglal Proprietor
Providing qualified, experienced and competent staff for
all aspects of tree surgery work. MOTs Unit C2 Atria Court
*Stump removal *Hedge trimming ‘Fencing Diagnostics oo P 2Porth Everard
Supplier of logs and wood chips o oo itioning Servieme | Cembridge
Courtesy Car Available s
Servicing
Te': 01954 21 4510 (Free Car Collection & Delivery)
Mobile: 07885 377662 res 01480 831 807
email: oakestreesurgery@aol.com e L

MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED
Cherry Park, Cambridge Road, Melbourn, SGS 6EY
Tel :01763 262413 Fax: 01763 262450
FLOORING

e Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers

® Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and Project Floors

e Safety Flooring

® Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff

HOME INTERIORS

® Wallpaper sample books - orders next day delwvery

® Dulux paint and accessories

® Designer Fabrics - Sanderson - Harlequin - Prestigious - most with next day delivery

TILES
New Tile showroom at 27 Royston Road, Foxton, CB22 6SE - for all your tiling needs.

Everything to complete your DIY programme

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM, 9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday,
Call 01763 262413 (Melbourn) or 01223 870011 (Foxton) to speak to one of our friendly staff
Large showroom, ample free parking

Looking for additional income

, *Working from home
cambridge

complementary *Running your own business
e *Flexible hours
*Qutstanding training and local
For full details contact us on support
(01223) 871498 *Working with a growing team




A Message From Rev. David Newton

One of the things | find hardest
about living in the UK, even in the
southern half, is the short days
and long nights during the winter
months. | find it harder to stay
cheery, and long for the bright
light of the sun to wake me up
and to stay shining into the
evening.

Getting up in the dark is perhaps
the most difficult thing about it for
me. I’'m not exactly a morning
person at the best of times, but
when daylight is still an hour off
and | have to drag myself out of
bed I'm not fit for company. My
poor wife knows it might take a
while before I’m able to string
sentences together in any
coherent way!

In this country, and others at
similar or more northerly latitudes,
there have grown up a vast
number of traditions that help us
deal with the darker months:
Halloween, Fireworks, and
Christmas Lights have all helped
us through since November.

Most of these have their roots in
the Christian story, and virtually all
have the symbol of light at their
centre. The most popular church
services through this time are
often candle lit — beautiful warm
flickering flames causing the
darkness to flee.

Light is a hugely powerful and
emotive symbol. Light helps us
see what’s around us, it lights the
way ahead, it takes away fear, it
helps things grow. Darkness, on
the other hand, is associated with
fear and with evil. Such
associations were used with great
effect by the Gospel writer John.
He called Jesus ‘the light who
shines in the darkness’.

As the darkness begins to recede
let us take heart. For even if it
does not feel like there is much
light around either personally or
politically, we can trust light is
coming. As St John so powerful
put it, ‘the darkness has not
overcome.’

Rev. David Newton.

Oasis Tea
22 Feb - 2.30pm

COMBERTON VILLAGE HALL
TEA | CAKE | CHAT | QUIZ | MUSIC | MORE

Organised by St. Marys, Comberton Baptist & the Catholic Community




* FULL HEATING INSTALLATION
" PLUMBING & HEATING REPAIRS ™ BATHROOM INSTALLATION

RELIABLE & FRIENDLY SERVICE = ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

PLUMBING
& HEATING

™ BOILER SERVICES

01954 212134 /07834 562532

Barton Burner Services Ltd &BDNE

69 MEADOWCROFT WAY, ORWELL, ROYSTON, HERTS. SG8 5QU
*Annual Oil Boiler Servicing *Boiler Breakdown Repairs *Local Friendly Service
*Qil Tank Replacements *Landlord certificates * Service & Repair of Most Aga Cookers
* Family Run Business With More Than 40 Years Experience
Telephone: 01223 207901 Email: barton.burners@btinternet.com

C. BLINDS

C VERTICAL BLINDS
ROLLER BLINDS
SPECULISTSIN
BLINDS VENETIANBLINDS
ANYSIZE ANY
COLOUR REPAIRS
FREE ESTIMATES

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070

www freewebs.cony/candcblinds

o

Brand new purpose built site

Flexible options for home and business
Monitored CCTV, gate entry by key fob

Easy access for removal company lorries

Entry from 06.00 to 22.00, 7 days a week
Insulated, damp free containers owned from new and
carefully maintained
Over 10 years of experience
Friendly and family run

Visit our website:
Call us:
Email us:

www.lawstorage.co.uk
01223 874629

paul@awstorage.co.uk

Please note, we have moved to:
Butts Farm, Malton Road, Orwell, SG8 5QR

@ Let us lighten your load é!!!




Comberton Friendship Club

On Thursday December 14th we
had our Annual Christmas Lunch,
as usual cooked and served by
Carol and her team from Toft. It
was a very happy afternoon. The
new vicar, David Newton, turned
up and said grace for us.

Sue our chair lady was thanked
for all her hard work over the year
and presented with a gift. A raffle
was held which had so many
prizes | think we all won
something. At the end of a very
enjoyable afternoon we all went
home with our annual gift from the
club,a good ending to 2017.

January 11th 2018, saw our first
meeting of the New Year; Richard
Grant who has been Head
Gardener at Madingley Hall since
1988 was our speaker Very
interesting and informative about
the history of the hall.

First built in 1543 by Sir John
Hynde,which his descendants
occupied until the 1860's. It was
sold in 1948 along with the
surrounding park and farmland to
the University of Cambridge for
£50,000. How it has changed over
the years, not only the building
but the beautiful gardens with it's
lovely assortment of different
areas which includes a two acre
wild meadow.

It is an Institute of Continuing
Education but is available for a
whole host of different
occasions,B/B, conferences,
private parties, afternoon tea, etc.

Next meeting, Thursday February
8th at 2.30pm. New members
always welcome.

Catholic Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes & St John Fisher

With effect from 2nd January, Comberton is now part of the above new
parish with Canon John Minh as the Parish Priest.

On Saturday February 17th at 7.00pm, Fr John will celebrate mass in
St Mary's Church, Comberton. Everyone is welcome.

Presbytery :-135 High Street, Sawston, CB22 3HJ, Telephone 01223

832397

Robert Joyce



Systems.

B. VINCENT

ROOFING SERVICES LTD
OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE LOCAL ROOFING
INDUSTRY.
Our extensive range of high quality workmanship includes the following
¢ Re-Roofing (including listed & period properties)
e New-Build / Extensions / Leadwork
e Roof, Chimney and Timber Repairs
e High Performance Felt and Single-Ply Membrane Flat Roof

ALSO: Brighten up the exterior of your home. Renew rotten fascias
etc with U.P.V.C, maintenance free, fascias and gutter systems.

For a free quotation, or advice, contact Barry on:
Office: 01954 211068 / Mobile: 07765440614
Email: bvincentroofing@hotmail.co.uk

AU LANDSCAPES

www. saunderslandscapes.co.uk

36 School Lane, Toft, Cambs, CB23 7RE.
ALL FORMS OF LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION UNDERTAKEN
TEL: 01223 264113, MOBILE: 07774 127416

E-mail: martin.j.place@btinternet.com

Order your

heating oil together
and save money!

Join Agricole Oil's
‘Daily Mini Bulk-Buy Scheme’or our
‘Monthly Bulk-Buy Scheme’
(on the 1st day of each month)
and reduce your heating oil bills today!

Ring me before you buy
Jeremy Cole (01954) 719452

agricole

oil brokerage service

www. heating-oil-prices.co.uk
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Affordable Plumbing hf\‘ v
Radiators installed/moved/ 3
replaced :
TRV’s changed

Washing machines/dishwashers
installed

Taps repaired/replaced

Unvented tanks serviced

Cisterns & tanks changed

Outside taps fitted

Showers installed

Existing bathroom sanitaryware replaced
Emergency leaks fixed

No call out fee

City & Guilds qualified, G3 certified
Fully insured. All work guaranteed
Contact Michael 07850 652838/ 01223
264658
affordableplumbing99@yahoo.co.uk




Comberton Baptist Church

Green End, Comberton
www.c-b-c.org.uk

Sundays at CBC
10:30 - Family Worship
20:00 - Prayer Meeting

Minister - Revd Kieth Tarring - (01223) 264 707
Youth Worker - Nick Slater - nick@c-b-c.org.uk

Faith, Family & Football
My journey - Matthew Joseph

Cambridge Utd & the FA

Sunday 4 Mar - 10:30-12:00

Comberton Baptist Church

Free refreshments including bacon
‘ butties, pastries, tea & coffee
For more information contact admin@c-b-c.org.uk
or visit our website

Village Help Scheme Volunteer Drivers Schedule

To book transport please see the dates below and call the appropriate
number
Two weeks commencing:

29 January  Gill Redman 01223 262246
12 February Joan Wells 01223 262746
26 February Margaret Storey 01223 262748
12 March Pam Fisher 01223 262282

More drivers are required for this essential service.
For more info please contact Mrs Gill Redman on 01223 262246

11



— If you're looking to get fit in the New

COMBE RTON Year, come into Comberton Sports &
. ARTs  Arts, to sign up for one of our great
value memberships:

Our membership includes access to the Fitness facilities, Fitness

classes, Badminton and Half price Tennis (subject to availability)

STANDARD (£10 joining fee)

£30 P/M Direct Debit or £300 Annually (Save £60)

CONCESSIONS/ CORPORATE* (£10 joining fee)

£20 P/M Direct Debit or £200 Annually (Save £40)

No membership contracts, we just require 1 months’ notice to

cancel your direct debit!

Would your company be interested in a Corporate Membership? All

you need to qualify is a minimum of 5 employees to join, this can also
include the spouses of your employees.

FM FAMILY LAW

We understand family matters

Our solicitors are specialists in family law with over 45 years’ experi-
ence in supporting clients in divorce and relationship breakdown.
Our services include

° Divorce, Separation, Children
. Arbitration

. Mediation

. Injunctions

. Negotiations

. Collaborative Law

. Cohabitee Disputes

. Emergency Application
. Financial Settlement

Contact us: www.fmfamilylaw.co.uk - 01223 229933

I © #Hresoution @= H...... E

Regulated by the Solicitors Reguiation Auth

12



Comberton Twinning Association

Comberton is twinned with Le
Vaudreuil, a beautiful village near
Rouen in Northern France. Each
village has a twinning association,
which fosters annual weekend
trips between these and nearby
villages. In addition, there have
been many further visits between
friends who became acquainted
as a result of the twinning.

A party from Le Vaudreuil last
visited Comberton 27th - 29th
October 2017 and was hosted by
local residents. On the Saturday
evening, the Comberton Twinning
Association organised a ceilidh
and hog-roast supper. This was a
roaring success and for the rest of
the weekend, hosts entertained
their French guests as they
pleased. The convention is that
French members host and
entertain in similar fashion when
the Comberton Association visits
Le Vaudreuil.

The next visit to Le Vaudreuil will
be Friday 8th to Sunday 10th
June 2018, a special trip because
it coincides with celebrations to
mark the 1,000th anniversary of
their church. They are planning
lectures, concerts, a bishop's
mass, dance workshops, a street
party, a costume parade and a
twinning organisation lunch on the
Sunday.

The next visit from our French
friends will be in 2019. If you are
interested in being part of these
activities, please contact either
Chairman Paul Hardy (263232,
info@combertontwinning.org.uk)
or Secretary Glynis Ellis (262214,
glynnisellis@talk21.com). For
further details see also the
website
combertontwinning.org.uk.

Hosting, incidentally, need not be
expensive: suggestions of
activities that have proved
popular in the past may be found
on the website. To be a member
of the Association it is NOT
necessary to be able to speak
French, nor is it necessary to live
in Comberton, and younger
families with children are
especially welcome.

A request to all local historians

For our visit to France in June, we
are researching events that took
place in or around Comberton
about 1,000 years ago, to
compare with what was
happening in Le Vaudreuil when
their church was being built
(preparation for the Norman
Conquest perhaps?). Any ideas?

13



SINGVEIHONDA
:

Aquasol Water Softener Tablets £8.50 per 25K g
or 3 bags for £23.00
Dry dog food from £10.00 per 15kg

Mark Weatherhead

St. Neots Road, Hardwick

Tel: 01954-210355

D.K.TILL & Son in Law

COAL AND SOLID FUEL MERCHANTS
Family run business for 40 years

Coal, Logs, Charcoal, Gas, Compost
TEL, 01223 232947 David Till - 07523044521 Kevin Crisp

Email, dktill@hotmail.co.uk

m ;gi"-l";aNR; “ Keeping your home
running smoothly

- .
Mm Maa/m*a W We are Shelford Energy - suppliers of heating oil and

fuel to homes, farms and businesses.

4 J d d Cambridge 01223 846846
‘ www.shelfordenergy.co.uk
Heating Plumbing Renewables Bathrooms

All Domestic & Commercial
works undertaken

& O BN g

www.shelfordheating.co.uk

T: 01223 833426 E: salesf@shelfordheating.co.uk

14




Comberton Library

Opening Hours: Monday:

Wednesday:

Friday:
Saturday:

10am - 1pm
10am -1pm 2pm - 5pm

2pm - 5pm

10am - 1pm

More details can be found on the Library Service website at:

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

By the time you read this article,
we will have a new self-service
machine installed at Comberton
Library. The machine looks a bit
different from the one we are all
used to, but basically operates in
the same way. The good news is
that the new system accepts
notes as well as coins, which we
hope will be helpful for our
customers. If you need any help
in issuing or returning items, or
paying charges, a staff member
will always be on hand, so do
please just ask.

We are also pleased to announce
that we have a brand new display
of ReadySpex reading glasses at
the library, with a new and
updated range of glasses
available at very reasonable
prices. If you need a little help
with reading smaller print, or are
without your prescription glasses,
you may find that having a pair of
ReadySpex will be of benefit. Do
have a look at the display when
you are next in the library.

Upcoming Rhymetime sessions:
5th and 19th February and 5th
and 19th March (10.30 -11.00
am). Please note that although
these sessions are aimed at very
young children we welcome older
siblings and pre-schoolers who
enjoy singing too! If you haven’t
been to a session before, please
do come along with your baby,
toddler, or pre-schooler and give
it a try. We have a lovely
volunteer running the sessions
and it is great fun for both children
and adults.

15



Rothwells
Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning
Upholstery & Rug Cleaning

A few points that make us stand out:
In business since 1993
We're an honest local family firm
Our large truck mounted machines

mean more cleaning & drying power
for the best results possible.
We will move the furniture.

100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell
01223 832 928 www.Rothwells.biz

Plumbing
lan Stonebridge

Your local plumber
Friendly, reliable service
No job too small

Mob: 07866 278497
Tel: 01223 263586

Home

Want to make sure the internet
L8 is safe for your family?

&) Need better Wifi coverage
=D
S ) across all parts of your house?

Call or email Dan for a no obligation
chat. Based in Comberton. No job
too small. Testimonials online

—— www.home
01223 817 841

—— 'helping you make the most of your digital home technology’ ——

Works

Does your phone or tablet
work as well as it should?

Would you like all your photos
[\)

organised and backed up?

& )

N

works.co.uk
enquiry@hometechworks.co.uk

\
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Friends of St Mary's Church Comberton Trust

Three C's make a great start to
2018!

Yes, that's good news for
Comberton and for supporters of
the Friends of St. Mary's Church.

Two of the C's are for the Charity
Commission who have said that
they "are satisfied that 'Friends of
St Mary's Church Comberton' is a
charity and it has been entered
onto the Register of Charities with
the Registered Charity Number
1176591". That makes it much
more easy for us to request
donations from businesses and is
often a pre-requisite for obtaining
grants from SCDC, other Charities
and Benevolent Societies. We
have had the ability to reclaim Gift
Aid earlier, as we had already
been given charitable status by
HMRC. 2017's gift aid will be
reclaimed this quarter.

The third C will be heard...
Along other notes, sung by the
acclaimed SongCycle - the all
singing all cycling male voice
quartet - on the evening of 28th
April at St. Mary's Church.
SongCycle was formed in 1996
following the four founder
members first combined entry into
the “Friend’s of Essex Churches
Sponsored Cycle ride” when, as
well as raising money for charity

by cycling from church to church,
they sang a different four part
motet in each one and have
continued to do so every year,
having raised over £42,000 to
date.

Since inception SongCycle has
progressed to singing in a variety
of styles which is not barbershop,
but ‘a la King’s Singers’ and their
repertoire ranges from the sacred
motets and canticles which they
sing in cathedrals and churches to
popular music by composers
such as Lennon and McCartney
and Billy Joel. They even manage
some popular children's television
theme tunes. Their renditions of
‘Postman Pat’ and ‘Bob the
Builder’ are certainly not to be
missed, and you will always be
guaranteed good professional
entertainment. So put the 28th
April in your diary, then get your
tickets, which will include nibbles
wine/fruit juice, from March - see
March Contact for details.

We also hope to unveil our logo
and publicise other events for
later in the year in that edition.
Our website is at www.friends-of-
st-marys.org.uk where you will be
able to see our 2017 Accounts
and Chairman's Annual Report.

Richard Elleray
Treasurer
17
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Garden, (enlie (afe

W Extensive outdoor Visit our wel(foming

Trees available

from the end of !
Wisariber & plant area plus two café for tasty

large glasshouses homecooked, fresh
L bursting with: produce

§ Seasonal perennials We use seasonal

§ Tiees ingredients from local
Bedding plants suppliers; choose from
Shrubs our specials, soups,
Homegrown Plﬂll'fS sandwiches and salads,
Seeds hot platters, delicious
Garde ning equipment homemade cakes and a
Come and visit our selection of beverages
friendly team for

expert advice

i Arrington Garden Centre

Locatedrdn‘mly off the A1198 near Arrington, SG8 0AG | Open 7 days a week | 01223 208194

Gollins Property Maintenance

Local Tradesmen specialising in:

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Supply & Installation

Including: Extensions, Brickwork, Pointing, Patios, Drives, etc.

Call Clive on:

M: 07717 357860 or T: 0330 120 0550

18



Comberton WI 40th Annual Pancake Race

Back in 1978 Cambridgeshire
Federation of WI’s challenged its
members to use £5 from the
county funds to raise money for
the federation. On hearing of this
challenge Sandra Hyde, president
of Comberton WI, thought it
would be a good idea to make
bread and sell at a village event.

She challenged the ‘younger’
Comberton Mill WI to a pancake
race on Shrove Tuesday along
with a bread stall, ‘bring and buy’
and refreshments to raise the
money for CFWI; the prize to be a
wooden spoon! The event was
attended by over 100 villagers
and raised £23 for the federation.
In the following years the profits
were split between the 2 Wis.

Comberton Bowls Quiz
Night

Comberton Village Hall
Saturday 24th February

6.45 for 7pm start

Teams - maximum of 8

£8.00 per person to include
Ploughman’s.

Please bring your own drinks &
glasses.

Lorraine 07952293510
folbiggl@live.co.uk
Beryl 01223 264602
berylhankin@aol.com

Sadly Comberton Mill WI closed
in 1989 but it was decided to
continue the pancake race for the
children of the village and,
thereafter, it was held on the
Tuesday of the spring half-term.
The children race in different age
groups and there are races for the
adults also and it is now run as a
non-profit event and still by
Sandra.

The race has been run every year
in all weathers, even snow on a
couple of occasions and it is good
to see the children of the 70’s now
bringing their own children along!

We look forward to the 40th
pancake race in on 13th
February 2018!

Village Hall AGM

The Trustees of Comberton
Village Hall invite you to hear the
Police and Crime Commissioner
for Cambridgeshire, Jason
Ablewhite, speak about his work
and plans.

Wednesday 28th March in the
Willage Hall. 7.15pm wine
reception for 7.30pm start.

All welcome

This will be followed by the
AGM of the Village Hall.
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Long Road Comberton in the 1930s and 1940s

Memories of an Octogenarian.

| came to live in Long Road on
December 16th 1935 when | was
5 years old. My father had lost
his right arm and had his right foot
badly injured at Thiepval in the
First World War. He bought three
acres of land in Long Road
stretching back to what is now
Fox's Way and had a bungalow
built by the local builder, Mr. A. G.
Warboys of West Street. The land
cost £48 and the bungalow £350.
The builder also built a chicken
house with perches over
droppings boards and nest boxes
for the hens to lay their eggs. All
this for a cost of £15.

My parents planted an assortment
of fruit trees on the land. There
was no mains water or electricity
laid on in Long Road. We had a
well in the garden with a pump
but this was not fit to use as
drinking water. Our water for
making tea was captured from the
roof into a 150 gallon corrugated
iron tank at the corner of the
bungalow.

When | look at the roof now and
see bird droppings spattered all
over it | wonder what we must
have consumed in our tea, but we
survived!
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We had to collect drinking water
from a pump outside the council
houses in Barton Road, quite a
distance with heavy pails! Our
lighting was candles and paraffin
lamps and cooking was on a
range and the way things cooked
was affected by the direction of
the wind causing how the coal
burned. Cleaning of the range
was by blackleading.

There was no mains sewerage so
we had an outside bucket privy
which my father had to empty
regularly into a hole which he dug
in the garden (we had some good
vegetables!). We had no
bathroom so we had to bring in a
tin bath into what we called the
wash house.

The water from buckets was
heated in a brick built copper in
the corner and as we sat in the
bath we would open the fire door
of the copper and put on more
wood. The copper was kept filled
up so that the whole family would
be able to add more hot water.
Everyone used the same water,
cleanest first and the water would
be bailed out the next morning.



Long Road Comberton in the 1930s and 1940s Cont.

As you can imagine wash day was
a mammoth task, sheets in the
copper and smaller items washed
in a tin bath stood on a fruit box
all to go through a mangle before
hanging on the line to dry. There
were no rubbish collections so we
had to dig a big hole in the garden
and fill it with our rubbish.

Water was finally laid on in 1947
and mains electricity connected
and switched on on the 19th
February 1954

Coming from Barton Road our
bungalow was the 4th property.
On the corner of Barton Road and
Long Road there was a paddock
on which John Beldam kept his
horse and flat truck on which he
used to deliver fruit and
vegetables round the village. He
had an orchard where the first two
houses now stand.

The next house up the road was
Mr. Arthur Papworthis. In his front
garden he had a railway carriage
which | think was brought from
Lords Bridge station pulled by a
team of horses. He used it for
storing coal and fruit. In his porch
he had his steel helmet which he
had brought back home from the
14-18 war which, as a child,
fascinated me. Next to Mr
Papworth was an orchard
belonging to Mr. Russell Baker.

Next up the road was a bungalow
belonging to a family named
Nightingale. My brother and |
used to play with the children who
lived there and on one occasion
Mrs Nightingale took me to school
on her bicycle carrier, the school
being the one that is now the
Nursery school. Onward up the
road, the next property which was
owned by my fatheris brother
Harold Poole. This consisted of a
wooden bungalow which | think
was an ex army hut. He had
various sheds and pig sties
surrounding a cattle yard. He had
a lorry with which he used to pick
up churns of milk from the
surrounding farms and take them
to Cambridge for bottling.

At nights while the London blitz
was going on we could see from
our front garden, beyond the
range of hills to the south, the
glow from the fires in London and
now and then an extra large glow
when something very inflammable
went up. The air raid sirens used
to go most nights, but we saw
very little of the action. The
nearest bombs we had were in
fields beyond the railway bridge
on the road going past the
vicarage - they must have been
meant for the big ammunition
store at Lords Bridge.
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Long Road Comberton in the 1930s and 1940s cont.

We kept pigs which we bought
when they were weaned at about
eight weeks old and kept them
until they were ready for slaughter
when another of my father's
brothers, Lewis Poole, would take
them in his old truck which had
tyres which were devoid of tread
and even had layers of the cords
below showing, either to market
or direct for slaughter. Some
went to our local butcher,

Mr. Woodley.

During the war and while food
was still rationed smallholders
and farmers were allowed to have
a pig killed and keep half of it, the
other half to go to the local
butcher so we would get our half.
The hams and shoulders and side
had to be salted, then smoked at
a bacon factory. These were then
hung in our pantry and cut as
required. Joints of pork were
stored in brine in large
earthenware pots. There were no
fridges or freezers the only other
store we had was a wooden meat
safe with a thin gauge metal grille
on the front which was hung
outside on the wall. In hot
weather milk had to be boiled in
order to keep it overnight.
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Living here in the country we were
able to live much better than lots
of people during rationing. We
kept chickens and grew fruit in
our orchard. We would kill a
chicken for the table and every
weekend my father would kill a
chicken for a family from
Cambridge who came to live in
Comberton for the duration of the
war.

| used to take it to them and as
well as paying for the chicken

they would give me two pence
which | would take to the shop
and buy a packet of fruit gums!

There was no doctors surgery in
Comberton and like many people
we did not have a car so we had
to get someone to drive us to
either Caxton, or later, to Dr Harry
Richards in Grange Road,
Cambridge. We did not have a
telephone so if we needed to call
we had to go to a call box down
the village or next door to our
uncle Harold.

John Poole, December 2017.



Meridian Primary School

A very happy 2018 to you alll We
are excited by an active spring
term.

From the very first day back, the
children in Y5 and Y6 were put
through their paces with the
launch of our six-week active
science programme delivered by
the Cambridge United
Organisation (for schools). The
children have had the
opportunities to learn about the
functions of the body, alongside
exercise.

And more science this term...
with our Mad Science club
starting back this term for all
children. KS2 children have also
had visits from different science
ambassadors (experts from the
STEM in-school project). This has
been a valuable experience for
the children with some hands on
investigations. (STEM = Science,
technology, engineering,
mathematics).

You may have also seen our
responsible Y6 children active,
out and about in Comberton,
undertaking their bike-ability
challenge for safe riding on roads.

r . N
Comberton, Cambridge @

And...have you heard of ‘Speed
Stacking’? Have you given it a go
as an active sports activity? Well
here at Meridian, we are excited
about introducing a ‘Speed
Stacking’ club this term. It is a
club designed to help co-
ordination and speed. Speed
Stacking is now an official
recognised sport in the junior
Olympics! A list of other clubs we
offer can be found on our school
website.
www.meridianprimary.co.uk

If you have some time during the
middle of the school day and are
keen to offer your support, we are
looking to appoint a relief midday
supervisor to support midday
duties during staff absence. If you
would like more information,
please contact Ann Webb in the
school office. All posts are subject
to the necessary enhanced DBS
checks.

With Kind Regards,

Mrs C. Etchie
Headteacher
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IMPROVEMENTS

YOUR LOCAL
FRAMING TALENT CARPENTER AND
SMALL BUILDER
Professional friendly 2
quality picture Carpentry, kitchens,
FRAMING fencing, roof repairs,
I et e interior/exterior painting
also
Frame Restoration No jOb too small
Teleph 101
e o?: d&c?,i: S Insurance work undertaken
your requirements 25 years experience
Local references available
SUSIE JACQUES :
33 ELLISON LANE HARDWICK 103a New Road, Haslingfield
CAMBS CB23 7QA For free quotation tel: 872558
/’ or mobile: 07855 579802

BRIAR SECURITY

O
L) SYSTEMS LTD

e Intruder Alarm Systems N S I
e CCTV NV
e Access control

e Locks, grilles & safes

e Automated Gates RS

e 24/7 callout 365 days a year NACOSS
[ ]

Free Survey GOLD

Nixon’s Hall, 1 Chapel Road, Gt Eversden, Cambridge CB23 1HP
T:01223262728 F:01223263349
email: sales@briarsecurity.co.uk www.briarsecurity.co.uk

AG ELECTRICAL

Little Eversden

For all your Electrical needs Domestic Commercial
Portable Appliance Testing Digital TV Aerials
No job too small
Tel: 01223 262 607 Mobile: 07980 486 935

ag.electricalOl1 @ gmail.com
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Parish Council Report from the Clerk

The Parish Council met on 10
January 2018.

New Parish Council member
and remaining vacancy

The Parish Council was pleased
to welcome Dr Pamela Black of
West Street as a new co-opted
member of the Parish Council.
While there remains one vacancy
on the Council it is unlikely now
that this will be filled as there will
be elections in May. Information
on the elections will be available
on the District Council’s website
in the New Year.

Greater Cambridge Partnership
Cambourne to Cambridge
Consultation

The Parish Council considered the
options for a Park and Ride site
and three possible route options
for a new bus route between a
new Park and Ride site and
Cambridge. It was agreed to
support the Scotland Farm site for
the Park and Ride as being in the
best position to receive traffic and
for environmental reasons as it is
felt that there would be a lot of
light pollution and traffic problems
if the Park and Ride site is built
near Madingley Mulch. The Parish
Council supported the proposed
Route B and felt that a dedicated
bus lane along Madingley Road
would improve the speed of the
journey.

Tree Work

The Parish Council has accepted
quotations for the medium and
longer term tree work
recommended in the tree survey.
Work around the village will
commence shortly and is
expected that the B priority work
will be completed before the end
of March 2018 and the C priority
work will be completed within the
next year.

Budget 1st April 2018 to 31
March 2019

The Parish Council has approved
its budget, which will be available
on the website in due course. The
Precept has been set at £59,400
which is the same as at present.
In its budget the Council has
included £2,000 towards a
storage container on the
recreation ground and £3,500
towards youth work in the village
and approximately £5,000
towards a Transport Working
Group project; details of which
will be considered later in the
year.

Parking in Green End

Following concerns expressed by
residents about hazardous and
inconsiderate parking in Green
End near the Doctors’ surgery, the
Parish Council will be arranging a
meeting with the Practice
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JASON MOORE
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build
UPVC Fascial/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Kitchens
Flooring, Fitted Wardrobes, Flat Roof Replacements

1’

Free estimates
Call for a friendly and reliable service

Tel: 01223 262561 Mobile: 07939 244453
Green End, Comberton, Cambs

R CUs, ¥F Uz,
0, R A
o O 2 All aspects of Carpentry & Building o Bz
z WS with over 25 years experience z W=
- — ¥ 5 L — A,
S e
L City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover

Plasterer - J J Stonebridge

Your local plasterer
Friendly, reliable service - No job too small

Tel: 01223 263586 / Mob: 0747 951 4513

New floristry business based in Comberton!
Bunches, bouquets, seasonal wreaths, floral gifts...
Floristry for events too
Please contact Hayley Whittle on 07900901857 or 260006 to place
an order. | will deliver to your door free of charge in Comberton

Or email: hayley.whittle77@googlemail.com

Hayley Whittle, Dove Cottage Floristry
i Dovecottagefloristry / www.dovecottagefloristry.co.uk
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Parish Council Report from the Clerk Cont.

Manager at the Surgery to discuss
what can be done to alleviate this.
The situation had been
exacerbated by problems with the
drains which have now been
resolved.

SCDC Cleaner Communities
Pilot Scheme

SCDC are running two pilot
schemes over the next few
months, one involving
community-led “Spring Clean
Ups,” and the other involving the
provision of a street sweeping Kit,
including a ride-in sweeper, for
community volunteers to use. The
Parish Council is expressing an
interest in the schemes and
awaits further information from
the District Council.

Highways issues

Please remember if you see a
problem with a street light, a pot
hole or another highway problem
you should report it on the County
Council’s website Again please
do not assume someone has
already reported it.
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/
20081/roads_and_pathways/10/ro
adworks_and_faults

Parish Council contact details
Mrs Gail Stoehr

Clerk to Comberton Parish
Council,

30 West Drive,

Highfields

CB23 7NY
parishclerk@comberton.org.uk
01954 210241

'Gmur:’;;a
" Tadvkdllers

Wednesday 21st — Saturday 24th March 2018
at 7:45pm in the Village Hall, Barton, Cambs. CB23 7BD
Tickets: £9.00 (£7.00 concessions) available by phone from:
Norma Eaton (01223) 263561.

Or Online booking from 7t March: www.booking-bdg.co.uk
www.bartondramagroup.com

PRESENTS

By Graham Lineham
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JASON . ENTIRE

Professional Painting HHE

& Decorating Ltd

All Aspects of Internal &
External Decorating Undertaken.

The Complete Gas Heating
and Plumbing Company

Period, Residential & Commercial Properties.
City & Guilds Qualified.

Full Public Liability Insurance.

For Quality & Reliability At Competitive Rates

Plumbing e Heating e Gas
Bathrooms e Water Softeners

References Available. Property Maintenance
Alocal ?stablished business b}xilt on Tel: 01954 204044
reputation and recommendations
Tel/Fax: 01954 211775 Web: www.entiregroup.co.uk
Mobile: 07966 174431 Emall: service@entiregroup co.uk

=

info@jasonkirbyltd.co.uk \
aa® GUr, T Water
S AL ® S

o ~DuluxSelect
e Decorators

Jefterys, Houghton & Co

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

We are a small, friendly and efficient local team, ready to help you deal with
your business affairs. Established in 1986, we have over 25 years experience in
providing a full range of accountancy services at an affordable price.

Our philosophy s to get to know our clients so that we can provide them with
the best possible service.

We can meet all your accountancy needs, including accounts preparation for sole
traders, partnerships and small companies, personal, business, company taxation
and full payroll service.

ICAEW

01223 262128
info@jeffer yshoughton.co.uk
www.jefferyshoughton.co.uk

The Commercial Centre,
6 Green End, Comberton,
Cambridge, CB23 DY

MEMBER FIRM
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District Councillor Report

The landscape of the District
Council will be changing after the
elections in May with our village
being served by 3 District
Councillors rather than just me.
These 3 people will also represent
Coton, Barton, Grantchester,
Harlton, Haslingfield, Harston and
Hauxton so in theory we may not
have a Comberton resident to
represent us, even though | still
intend to stand. The District
Council in simplified terms looks
after Bin collection, Council
Houses, Planning, Licensing and
collects our taxes, most other
things are Parish or the County
Council issues.

| was very saddened by the fire at
the thatched cottage in West
Street before Christmas.
Thankfully it would appear to be
salvageable. Cottages like this
and similar give many of us a feel-
good factor in the 100 mile an
hour world we now live in.

SCDC and more general issues
raised by residents :-

Time taken to process planning
applications - Officers are on the
case and times will improve.

Queries relating to the 90 homes
in front of Bennell Farm - ongoing!

lllegal hare coursing and
organised crime - this has been
witnessed alongside Long Road.
If you witness it please phone the
Police.

House and vehicle crime - a
similar theme and sadly
increasing, so please be extra
vigilant.

Parking Dr’s Surgery - this is
never ideal but was made much
worse by a blocked drain resulting
in the car park being closed.
Normal service has now been
returned.

Parking on West Street - | agree
with residents that this is an
accident waiting to happen.

Money wasted on cycleways -
this is a tricky one and | can see
both sides of the argument. A
consultation is imminent on this
but will not help us through the
centre of the village. Regarding
the GCP consultation | firmly
believe cycleways should be
alongside the existing roads and
not turning our footpaths into 3m
tarmac roads.

Better bus service - this just gets

worse and really links to the
above point regarding funding.
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Need Help With Your
Trees?.....

We are Fully Qualified and Insured to
carry out all aspects of Tree Surgery

Tree and Shrub Pruning
Tree Removal
Stump Removal
Hedge Management
Tree Planting
Firewood and Woodchip Delivered

For free advice and a written
quotation call

01799 520044

Or visit our website
www.mercertrees.co.uk

SERVICING CAMBRIDGE AND SURROUNDING AREAS
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‘\jﬂ jamespym@btinternet.com
Over 20 years Experience
Domestic & Commercial work undertaken

James Pym
Painter and Decorator

100 High Street
Harlton

Cambridge
CB23 1ES
Telephone 01223 263223

HiM

HOME IMPROVEMENTS
& MAINTENANCE

Call Stuart Tunstall for

Bespoke Cupboards & Shelving,
Carpentry, Joinery,
Painting & Decorating,

Plastering, Tiling and much more...

For a free estimate
tel 01223 263664 /07957 101814
or email stuartrtunstall@gmail.com
RedLocks

Locksmiths “

Your Local Independent Locksmith

* Fast & friendly reliable service * Police-vetted
*No hidden extras * FREE quotes
* Emergency locksmith * No call out fee
All worked guaranteed

Available 24 hours a day - Student & OAP discount

freephone_ 0800 8 247 047 t_ 01954 202818
m_ 07784 240 970 w_www.redlocks.co.uk e_ info@redlocks.co.uk

S E DAVEY
PLASTERING
Floor screeding coving

TEL: 01954210941
MOB: 07711541799




District Councillor Report Cont.

Consultation relating to the
Busway and associated Park and
Ride - this closes at the end of
January. Hopefully the GCP will
see sense and protect our
valuable Green Belt but | will not
hold my breath.

Trees on eastern side of Bakers
Close - this relates to their
management and leaf picking.

Traffic on Long Road - this has
increased significantly and must
be associated with the A14
upgrade.

Traveller activity - this has not
been an issue in our village but
has been a great worry to
neighbouring villages.

Tim

Monday Studio Art and Craft
Exhibition

Monday Studio is hosting
Comberton Village Art and Craft
Exhibition in July.

Get your diaries ready.

This is a reminder that on the 14th
and 15th July 2018 we will be
hosting the biannual art and crafts
exhibition in Comberton Village
Hall. This is prior notice for artists
and crafters that wish to exhibit.
This is giving plenty of time for
people to come up with exciting,
imaginative and creative works of
art/craft to exhibit and sell, and
for local people to view and enjoy
the local talent in the area.

More details will be in Comberton
Contact later in the spring.

Contact Angela Donnelly
07731875664

Dog Fouling on South Street
Allotments

Tenants on South Street
Allotments have been aware for
the past few months that the
owner of a ‘large’ dog regularly
walks their dog down the main
drive and on the side paths,
allowing the dog to foul. This is
Private land, with no Public
Footpaths or Right of Way.

Our Tenants are allotment
gardening, often accompanied by
their own children and
grandchildren. They do not expect
to find dog excrement on this site.
Anyone found allowing their dog
to foul the allotments will be
reported.

Jane R Hughes
Local Agent for the owners -
Heesom Green Partnership
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Groundworks - Extensions
New Builds

T: 01223 262624 M: 07766 137899

Construction
Services Lid

www.ads-construction.co.uk

STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE

Free pickup and delivery
Price 1 Ib = £1.50 (min £10.00)
Non-smoking environment
07742 319631 / 01954 210672

HARVEY
PLUMBING & HEATING

Qil boiler service / repair / install
Central heating systems

Power flushing

Hot water cylinders

Bathrooms & showers

General plumbing

Call Darren
01223 262676
07947232543
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Heidi Allen MP for South Cambs Newsletter

This is my first newsletter of 2018
and | would like to begin by
wishing everyone a happy and
heathy new year! It was an
incredibly busy end to last year
and is shaping up to be more of
the same in 2018!

Having recovered fully from being
sawn in half(!) at the Cambourne
lights switch on event, | was able
to join local residents for some of
their Christmas celebrations. |
always enjoy carol services and
this year was no exception. |
joined residents in Papworth
Everard for their community carol
service and attended the
Christmas service at Holy Trinity
Church in Elsworth. | was
honoured to be asked to read one
of the lessons and reflected on the
work local community and faith
groups do to bring people
together not just at Christmas, but
throughout the year. Our
communities are stronger because
of them.

| was also pleased to be asked to
record a message for “Talking
News for the Blind” which is
provided to about 200 blind and
partially sighted people in
Cambridge and surrounding
villages. This local charity does
vital work to bring information and
news to people who may feel
isolated otherwise.

Last month, I invited Robert
Halfon MP to South Cambs so he
could see the excellent work
undertaken at Villiers Park in
Foxton.

Robert is the Chair of the House of
Commons Education Select
Committee and understands the
role education plays in social
mobility.

Villiers Park are a phenomenal
education charity who actively
seek out the brightest kids from
the poorest backgrounds, in the
most deprived parts of the UK.
They work with them over a
number of years, mentoring and
supporting them to achieve their
potential and a place at a top
University or high level
apprenticeship.

| am keen to help them expand, so
if you work for an organisation
who may be interested in
sponsoring them, please do get in
touch with me or them directly at
www.villierspark.org.uk

Back in Westminster, the
Agriculture Minister George
Eustice kindly agreed to meet with
some of my South Cambs farmers
to discuss what life might be like
for them outside the EU.
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asbestos dlsease is still claiming lives

4,500 a year in the UK are dying
from this disease

If you, or someone you know, has been
diagnosed with an asbestos related
disease, contact Phoebe Osborne at
phoebe.osborne@ashtonslegal.co.uk
about bringing a legal claim

against the former employer.

01223 363111 QRUECREHENe

www.ashtonslegal.co.uk Ipswich | Bury St Edmunds | Cambridge | Norwich | Thetford

D J Downes
Accountancy and Taxation
Small Business Specialist

Individuals, partnerships, limited companies,
self-assessment, accounts, VAT

For a no-obligation, free initial interview call 01223 872722

Computer
Maintenance

Selecting and
Installing a Computer

BLADES GARDEN SERVICES
LANDSCAPING & MAINTENANCE

FENCING
NEW / REPLACEMENT / REPAIRS / PRESERVATIVES

HEDGE CUTTING : GARDEN TIDY UPS
SHRUB-REDUCTION-REMOVAL
SMALL TREE WORK
JET WASHING OF PAVING / PATHS ETC
WEED COMTROL / GRAVELING / PATIOS
REPAIRS TO PAVING ETC

Repairs

Adyvice on Installing
Home Networks

[ Fault Finding

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest Control Operatives
Registered waste carrier & Full Public Liability Insurance
Website: www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk For help, call me, Brian Girling,

E-mail: andy @bladesgardenservices.co.uk on 01223 208529 (Wimpole)
Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 E eelhmaaas e
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Heidi Allen MP for South Cambs Newsletter Cont

We had a full and frank discussion
about what small and large
farmers will need to keep this vital
industry profitable. We all agreed
it was a very worthwhile meeting
and took great reassurance from
George's understanding of the
challenges the industry faces.

A common theme in my
newsletters is my ambition to get
round every school in South
Cambs. First off, | took some
pretty tough questions from Great
and Little Shelford Primary's
School Council! It was also great
to be back at Cambourne Village
College to hear from students
who are members of CAMnesty,
the Cambourne Amnesty youth
group. The optimism and
straightforwardness of young
minds gives me a great energy
boost.

Finally, | visited Vine Inter-Church
Primary School in Cambourne to
understand the challenges facing
a rapidly growing village with a
constantly shifting population.
The dedication of the staff and
head teachers | meet in every
school is humbling. It is always
evident that every member of staff
is completely and utterly
committed to the children they
teach.

Oakington’s latest community
facility is now open!

Crossways CommuniTea Café at

1 Longstanton Road, Oakington is
a social enterprise with the aim of
bringing the community together
in a warm and welcoming
environment.

It was a pleasure to do the
honours and cut the ribbon (I was
allowed proper grown up scissors
on this occasion!) | hope you will
be able to support the café by
popping in soon for a cuppa. | can
confirm beyond all doubt that they
make a cracking brew!

Cambridgeshire’s Police and
Crime Commissioner is seeking
views on their share of your
council tax. They are proposing
to increase it by £12 per year per
household (based on a Band D
property) in order to provide more
front line police officers. The
survey runs until the 29th January
and can be found at -
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W3C
D8P3

Details of all upcoming surgeries
and contact details can be found
on my website -
www.heidisouthcambs.co.uk.
See you next month!

Heidi Allen MP
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Spotless Dog )

327 St Neots Rd, Hardwick CB23 7QL 4. .)
<

Professional bathing, grooming, clipping,
hand stripping and styling.
Prices from only £20, depending on size of dog

tel: 07719 575000 www.spotless-dog.co.uk —

aTHOME FOOTCARE

EMILY MEYERS (MAFHP MCFHP)

NAIL CUTTING, CORNS & CALLUS, FUNGAL NAIL,
INGROWN TOENAILS & VERRUCA TREATMENTS

L O7557 131991

KA BAREFEET.CAMBRIDGE@GMAIL.COM

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Do You Need Someone To Talk To?

Are you stressed or anxious? Perhaps life or work is getting you down.

Talking to someone who really listens in a kind, confidential and
secure setting can help you understand what is causing you to
feel the way you do. Counselling can give you the time and space
to find solutionsand new directions.

Tim Hooper pip. Couns. BACP (Reg. 160711)

<GISTEp,
professional™ s % g : z
&sk’mdards §° PXv Email: contact@yourtimecounsellingcare.com
authority
; ‘ Mob: 07539 231 622
=,

v W
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Comberton Ramblers

The Comberton Ramblers Group
walk on alternate Sundays. Walks
are from 4 - 7 miles, usually
ending near a public house. We
are a friendly / informative group
and enjoy exploring the varied
countryside in this area. In June
2014 the group celebrated 40
years of rambling.

New walkers are welcome to join
us with up to 2 free walks. If you
enjoy our walks we request that
you become a member.

From the 1st September 2017 the
annual membership fee is £8.50
per person. Young people under
18 years old are free.

b2

Falll'iﬂ & Yarns

Patchwork | Sew | Knit | Crochet | Embroider | Tea | Cake

| / Tuesday | 1.30-4pm | Comberton Baptist Church Centre

Experienced teacher on a regular basis
01223 264707

Upcoming walks

4th February 2018

Brockley Green. 5 Miles.

Meet at The Plough Inn,

Brockley Green, Hundon, Suffolk.
CO108DT

18th February 2018

Linton. 5.5. Miles.

Meet at The Crown Inn, 11 High
Street, Linton. CB21 4HS

4th March 2018
Grantchester. 5 Miles.

Meet at The Red Lion public
house, 33 High Street,
Grantchester. CB23 9NF

For further details please contact
Stella - The Secretary.
stella.ramblers@hotmail.com

(ﬁ“%’

&

£2 per week
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Cambourne Self Storage

Outdoor Storage
7 Days aWeek 365 Days a Year
24 Hour Remotely Monitored CCTV
Sensor Flood Lighting
Keypad Entry and High Security | ocks

Vehicle Access Directly to Unit Doors

For whatever reason you need to store your possessions
Cambourne Self Storage provides secure and affordable
external storage space.

O1/767 6/76189

www.CambourneSelfStorage.co.uk

M.RAWLINSON

CHIMNEY SWEEP & STOVE FITTING
Peter Wakeling & Sons

Established in Hardwick 1960

CHIMMNEY SWEEPING
STOVE INSTALLATION
FIREPLACE INSTALLATION
HETAS REGISTERED
FAULT FINDING

BIRD GUARD FITTING
FREE QUOTES

HETAS
Tel. 01954 211049

3 Lark Rise, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7XZ

caring iz sharing Ltd

Home care providers

We are highly qualified,compassionate

care givers.

We believe that the best care is about
more than practicalities,it's about
making a real connection between
people.Through compassion and

consistency.

We specialise in supporting you in your

everyday living.
Personal care,medication,

companionship,meal prep,daily walking.
caringizsharing@gmail.com 07872654293

THE THREE HORSESHOES (COMBERTON) - 01223 262252

Mid Week Special: Buy any Main Meal and get a free Starter or
Dessert for the month of February and March on Tuesdays (12-2),
Wednesdays (12—-2 & 6-8) and Thursdays (12—-2 & 6-8).

Visit our Facebook page or telephone for menus, open/food times or
reservations.

Bar staff required for weekend work - give us a ring if you are interested.
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From the Fire to the Tin Hat Wrapper

West View, 39 West Street,
Comberton

We would like to sincerely thank
our neighbours on West Street,
our families, friends (old and new),
and many others both living in
Comberton and further afield, for
their kindness and their practical
help which have supported,
helped, and sustained us since
our thatched cottage was
damaged by fire on Saturday 25th
November 2017. | am also writing
to share a few details about the
fire and the next steps, taken with
others, towards the reconstruction
of West View, 39 West Street, our
home, a Grade Il listed thatched
cottage, which was built in the
early 1600s.

On the day of the fire, many
villagers supported the firefighters,
those evacuated from their homes,
and others inside the police
cordoned-off area of West Street.
One neighbour made 150 cups of
tea and coffee! Bottles of water
and sandwiches were provided,
and cakes and biscuits served,
with one neighbour bringing out
fresh flapjack. The firefighters told
us that they really appreciated the
exceptional support of the village
that day, and later wrote to thank
those whose names and contact
details they had managed to
record.

Four hours into the fire, a
firefighter rescued our 16-year-old
cat Lara, handing her to me
soaking wet. A close neighbour,
who knows Lara well, immediately
took Lara into her warm home,
where she is still being well cared
for until we are settled in our ‘new’
rental home. Our dog Darcey, was
kindly taken into another nearby
neighbour’s home, where she was
well cared for by her daughter and
befriended by their own dog.

On Sunday 26th November, the
fire investigator analysed the
cottage’s remains and with the
help of withess accounts has
concluded that the fire was “an
accident, an unfortunate
combination of events. A thatch
fire, which as often occurs, started
within 20 minutes of lighting a fire
in a wood-burning stove. A
burning ember rose up through
the lined and insulated chimney,
by chance landing on a patch of
fire-susceptible thatch”. In this
case, the burning ember landed
on the old thatch at the back of
the cottage, and in spite of all the
preventative measures in place, a
chance combination of events led
to an eight-hour thatch fire on
Saturday 25th November. This
conclusion is supported by the
forensics team, which also
inspected the remains.

39



From the Fire to the Tin Hat Wrapper Cont.

Once started, most thatch fires are
not extinguished on the roof. They
can only be controlled - by the
many expert firefighters such as
the ones that were with us on that
day — until the thatch has burnt
away and all the thatch has been
raked from the cottage’s roof.
According to the firefighters this
thatch fire had taken significantly
less time to put out than most -
one said approximately half the
time — and as a consequence
more of the cottage was saved
than is usually the case. This was
because the cottage was in the
final stages of re-thatching; a
platform of scaffolding around it
provided good access to the roof,
and there was no attached wire
over the thatch to hamper raking
off the burning thatch.

For the last 18 years, we have
enjoyed living in and looking after
the cottage on West Street, with
our children, their two cats and
our friendly border terrier. We are
fortunate to have met members of
all the families who have lived in
West View since the early 1900s,
and to have learnt much about the
history of the cottage and the
surrounding land from the Jones
family who live opposite. So we
were delighted when, after a visit
in December, Historic England and
South Cambridgeshire District
Council recommended that the

40

cottage should be reconstructed.

Since the fire much has happened,
and here it is important to
sincerely thank those who have
advised, guided, and worked on
progressing the protection of the
cottage’s remaining historic fabric
and the clearance of the debris
from inside and around the
cottage, all in preparation for the
reconstruction. A local farmer
offered his help and quickly
arranged for one of his workers to
clear the burnt and sodden thatch
from the garden, and managed to
salvage our daughter’s teddy bear.
A local craftsman quickly made
good the doors and locks, then
removed radiators and pipework
to expose the inner walls’ fabric,
so as to aid any strip out and

drying.

Numerous professionals have
come to our aid. Consulting civil
and structural engineers Gawn
Associates are our project lead;
their expertise and understanding
of the structure, reconstruction
and associated regulation needs
of historic buildings is progressing
the work, leading us and others
through the maze of requirements
and processes. Builders and
decorators Offord and Camp are
providing advice, guiding us and
others through material and
practical requirements.



From the Fire to the Tin Hat Wrapper Cont.

The Butler Brothers have cleared
debris from around and inside the
cottage, finding our son’s teddy
bear, and they continue with their
work as further needs are
identified. They have put in Acrow
Props on the ground floor to make
safe the upper floor, and re-laid
the drive in preparation for the
building work to follow. Scope
Asbestos Analysis Services have
inspected and tested for traces of
asbestos bound into compounds
used in the property’s
construction. DSS Electrical
completed work on the cottage’s
electricity supply.

We have also benefited from
Marlow Scaffolding Services
whose scaffolding acted as a
strong platform that enabled the
firefighters to work more
effectively and efficiently on the
thatch fire; this platform has also
facilitated subsequent inspections
of the property. In addition, BWS
Scaffolding erected the Tin Hat by
23rd December, wrapping the
house up for Christmas (not to be
unwrapped till later in 2018). This
Tin Hat protects the cottage from
further weather damage and
enables work to continue inside.
This protective structure continues
to be maintained by BWS, with the
platform enabling further
inspection visits and the viewing
of the property by contractors

such as the thatchers, who are
putting together quotes for the
‘new’ thatch. We have reached the
stage where a local surveyor has
completed a measured survey and
a local architect has drafted plans
for the internal layout of the
property. Last but not least, our
insurers and Crawfords’ Loss
Adjustor are working with us to
ensure that everything progresses
in an efficient and timely manner.

We again extend our thanks to all
those who have supported us in
so many different ways both on
the day of the fire and since. We
are planning to write a book about
the cottage, its history, the fire and
reconstruction. Therefore, if you
would like to share what you know
about the history of the cottage,
photos of the cottage, or
contribute by writing about the
day of the fire, or afterwards,
please do contact me by email at
pamelablack8888@gmail.com or
by letter to 39 West Street,
Comberton, CB23 7DS. We will
write further updates as work on
the reconstruction progresses.
Thank you once more for your
kindness, interest, and support, as
we work together with many
others on the restoration and
rebuilding of one of the village’s
remaining Grade |l listed thatched
cottages.
Dr Pamela Black
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On-call Firefighters

We are a vital part of today’s fire
and rescue service, providing an
efficient, effective service that
gives emergency cover to more
than 90% of the UK. In
Cambridgeshire they make up
56% of the workforce. An on-call
firefighter is not based at a fire
station but carries a pager and
responds to emergency incidents
as and when they happen. They
receive an annual wage to reflect
the time they commit to being
available, plus additional
payments for attending incidents
and drill nights (one evening a
week for two hours).

On-call firefighters often have jobs
and are able to provide evening,
daytime, or weekend cover. When
on-call they may be at home,
working for themselves or for a
nearby company, or out in their
local community within a 5 minute
radius of the station itself. Our on-
call firefighters are mainly located
in rural communities, small towns
and villages, and we will be able
to tell you if you are within range
to apply. If you are interested, go
to www.cambsfire.gov.uk and
search for on-call firefighter under
the careers section or contact
recruitment@cambsfire.gov.uk.

The Challege Solution

Sponsored by Budgens of Comberton

A selection of some of the
answers:-

1 First Lord of the Treasury
2 Lord of the Flies

3 Lord of the Rings

4 The Lord’s Prayer

5 Lord Privy Seal

6 Lord’s Cricket Ground

7 Lord Jim

8 Lord of the Dance

9 Lord Mayor

10 Lord of the Jungle

11 Lord Chief Justice

12 Lord Provost

13 Lord High Executioner
14 Lord’s Taverners

15 Lord Haw Haw

16. Little Lord Fauntleroy
17. Screaming Lord Sutch
18.Lord Edgware Dies
19. Butter in a Lordly dish
20. Lord of Illusions

21. Lord of Shadows

22. Lord of the Manor
23.The Lord of Flatbush
24. Lord of the Far Island
25. Lord of War

Winner: April Pennick. Harbour Avenue
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The Challenge

Sponsored by Budgen's of Comberton.

In each case below the answer is a single word which has a dual
meaning. Solve just a few and the theme will become obvious.

Aland mollusc/A bullet s

A drug smuggler/A backless
slipper or shoe

A solid hooved ungulate/ A gym
itemM

A domesticated animal/ To track
OF trall

A burrowing mammal/ An inferior
golfer e

A jazz fan/ A domesticated
CArNIVOIE e

A computer device/ A common
FOAENT e ———
An ass/ A stupid Person e

A butterfly grub/A tractor on
endless tracks e

To act as an informer/Another
hoUuSE rOdent

A domestic fowl/ A faint hearted
PEISON e,

43



The Challenge Cont.

Daffy? / An amphibious military
vehicle

Carnivorous aquatic mammal/
Piece of stamped wax = e

Type of moustache/ Carnivorous
aquatic mammal e ————
A bird of prey /A flying’ toy oo

A spiny finned fish/ A measure of
B.5yards e ———

A long shafted weapon/A
voracious freshwater fish

Swimming stroke/ A daylight
Lepidoptera

A spy /A breakwater e

A flightless bird/A Chinese
gOOSEDEITY e ——

Entries please to Budgen’s, Green End Surgery or the Library by 14th
February.

The prize of £10, generously donated by Budgens, is to be spent in
store.

44





