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aDVertIsInG rates For Comberton ContaCt
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Changes will be effective at the time of booking advertisements.
 Size (w x h) Annual Single edition
Whole page 122mm x 183mm  £400  £44  
Three fifth page 122mm x 109mm  £240  £27
Two fifth page 122mm x 72 mm  £160  £18
One fifth page 122mm x 35mm  £80  £9
 60mm x 72mm  £80  £9 
One tenth page 60mm x 35mm  £50  £6   
Coloured back cover (one-off) Whole page £66 

Dates For your DIary

Every Tuesday    Comberton Café at the Village Hall
Every Tuesday    Table Tennis in Village Hall
Every Tuesday   2.00pm Slow ‘n’ Low in Village Hall
Every Wednesday 10.00 to 11.30 Comberton Toddler Group at Village Hall
Every Wednesday evening  Tang Soo Do at Meridian School
1st and 3rd Sunday of each month   S.E.F at Comberton Baptist Church  
1st 2nd and 4th Monday Evenings at 7.00pm  Carpet Bowls at Village Hall.
4th Tuesday of each month at 8.00pm Comberton Antiquarian Society at 
       Village Hall

APRIL 2011
6th April 7.30pm Comberton Village Hall AGM at Village Hall
9th April 10.30 - 12.00 Metsothelioma Bring and Buy Coffee Morning  
   at Nursery Way Community Room 
12th April   WI Meeting at Village Hall
13th April 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting at Village Hall
16th April 10.30 - 12.00 St Mary’s Church Coffee morning at Village Hall
20th April 7.30pm Another Year - Cinema at Village Hall
20th April 2.30-4.30pm Bingo at Village Hall
23rd April 10.30-12.00 Easter Celebration at Village Hall
27th April 6.00pm Bowls Club Roll-up at Recreation Ground

MAY 2011
1st May 2.00pm Bowls Club Roll-up at Recreation Ground
4th May 7.00pm Pink Rose Craft Evening at Village Hall
10th May   WI Meeting at Village Hall
13th May   Comberton Cantabile’s Spring Concert at St   
   Mary’s Church
14th May 10am  Spring Plant Sale
15th May   Oxfam Walk at Wimpole Hall
25th May 7.00 - 9.00pm Library Public Meeting at Village Hall

JUNE 2011
12th June    Fun Run at Meridian Primary School



a messaGe From the eDItor

The Cambridge Building Society Local Magazine Awards has come round 
again. I have entered Contact so we’ll see what happens. More people seem 
to be using the small ads website now. I would like to improve the layout and 
appeal of the website but am working close to the limit of my ability. Is there a 
willing volunteer who would feel able to give me some instruction on increas-
ing my website design skills? Do let me know of any improvements you think I 
could make to your magazine and your website.

 

 



For further information Sandra Hyde Tel: 262075 
This event is sponsored by Comberton Village Hall Trustees 

Wed. 20th April at the Village Hall 

Tickets £3.50 on the door.          Doors open 7.30, Film starts7.45
 

a film by Oscar nominated director 

Mike Leigh  
another year 

Tracing a year of changes in the life of a close-knit family and their 
relationship with colleagues and friends 

What the critics say: 
‘Another beautifully observed portrait of modern life from Mike Leigh.’ 

‘A mature, wise reflection on life's joys and sorrows’ 
‘Another year, another Mike Leigh gem’ 

 

12A 

COMBERTON VILLAGE HALL 

ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 
 

Wednesday, 6
th

 April  7.30pm 
 

Wine Reception 
 

Annual Report 
 

Financial Report 
 

Election of Trustees to serve on Village Hall Committee 
 

Any other business 
 

Following the meeting one of the Trustees, Penny Cook, and her husband  

Robert will give a short illustrated talk on their recent visit to Chile. 
 

All Welcome 
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This event is sponsored by 
the Village Hall Trustees 



What’s on at the Children’s Centre
Monday: Speech and Language Drop-in. 4th Monday of  the month – 
12:30pm-2pm at the Children’s Centre
Tiny Talk Baby Signing. Beginning 28 February at Toft Village Hall 1:45pm-
2:45pm. 6 week course. Please ring to book
Tuesday: Additional Needs Group 9:30am-10:30am at the Children’s Centre. 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of  the month
Stay and Play 2pm-3:30pm at Caldecote Playgroup
Wednesday: Childminders Group 10am-12pm at the Children’s Centre
Thursday: Stay & Play for Under 2’s 10am-11:30am at the Children’s Centre
Ante Natal Clinic with Gillian Harrington 9:30am-12:30pm at the Children’s 
Centre
Saturday: Working Mum’s Café 10am-11:30am at the Children’s Centre. 1st 
Saturday of  the month. 

Little Footsteps – Caldecote Children’s Centre
Caldecote School, Highfields Caldecote, CB23 7NX, 

01954 214444
caldecotechildrenscentre@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

www.cambridgeshirechildrenscentres.org.uk 

 





Would you like to have a go at bowls?  
Why not come and try it at one of our roll-
ups at the recreation ground; April 27th – 
6.00 pm or Sunday 1st May from 2.00 pm   
We have bowls you can use. Just wear 
flat shoes eg trainers. Its challenging – it 
keeps you fit – you meet some great 
people from other clubs. 

                             Its fun. 
 

Call:    Irene  (01223 262084); or  Gillian (01223 



 

‘My love for dogs’ offers home 
boarding for your canine friend. I 
am delighted to open up our home 
so that whilst you are on holiday, 

your dog has a holiday in the com-
fort of our home, with a totally 

secure garden.
I am fully insured and police checked. 
Rest assured that your dog will have at 

least one long walk a day. 
Should you require any further details,

please do not hesitate to call Amanda on  
 07903 806750 or 01763 852970

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
The White Horse Inn, Barton 

 
Seniors’ Lunch - Every 

Wednesday - two courses for £6 
 

Pudding Club – 1
st
 Friday of the 

month - choice of main courses 
followed by unlimited buffet 

selection of eight desserts - £14.95 
 
www.thewhitehorseinnbarton.co.uk 

01223 262327 

                     B I N G O
New Venture for Community Afternoon Fun

Village Hall
Wednesday 20th April  

2.30 – 4.30 pm
£1 Admission to cover Tea and Biscuits

Bring your friends from this and other villages !
6 games/chances to win cash prizes
£2.50 for a book of 6 game cards.

RAFFLE also
For further information contact Andrew on 263089 or Michael on 262748

This event is sponsored by Comberton Village Hall Trustees

Conifers for hedging in most sizes up to 
8ft. Also flowering shrubs, climbers and hardy 

perennials. 
All at grower’s prices. 

Open 7 days a week 10.00 to 6.00. 
Saunders Nurseries West Street Comberton 01223 262268



 
 

 
 

 






 ParIsh CounCIL rePort

from the Clerk
The Parish Council met on 9 March 2011.

Hillfield Road damage of grass
Further to the last month’s report in response to complaints about the ongo-
ing damage to the grass in Hillfield Road the Parish Council has considered 
its responsibilities to protect the grass areas and therefore decided to install 
wooden bollards on the grassed areas to prevent vehicles mounting the kerb 
and damaging the grass. The installation of the bollards will take place shortly. 
The Council will continue to monitor the grass in other areas.
Annual Parish Meeting
Every English Parish must have a Parish Meeting.  All Parish and Town Coun-
cils throughout England are required by law to hold an Annual Parish Meeting 
between the dates of 1st March and 1st June (inclusive). This is not a Council 
meeting but a meeting of registered electors.
The meeting will be held this year at 7.30pm on Weds 27 April. Come to the 
meeting and join in the discussions. Everyone welcome.
Is a Parish Meeting the same as a Council meeting? No. Although a Parish meet-
ing is convened, chaired and minuted by the Parish Council, it is not a Parish 
Council meeting but a meeting of registered electors (including councillors who 
are registered electors).
What is the purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting? - The purpose is to enable 
the registered electors to discuss parish affairs and to pass resolutions there-



Plumbing
Ian Stonebridge

Your local plumber

tel: 263586 / mob: 07866 278497

 

Geoff Wilson
Carpentry & Joinery Ltd

Domestic & Commercial Property Repairs 
and Maintenance
Comberton, Cambs

Tel/Fax:  01223 262698
Mobile:   07806 491059

       www.geoffwilsoncarpentryandjoineryltd.co.uk

DAVID PECK
PAINTER & DECORATOR

INTERNAL & EXTERNAL DECORATING
Quality Work Guaranteed

Competitive Prices
Ring for Free Estimate

Tel: 01480 830898   Mob:07742 542974

30 Cheere Way, Papworth Everard, 
Cambs CB23 3NZ



  

               

on. This meeting is also an opportunity for the Parish Council (and higher tiers 
of local government) and community group leaders to explain their activities 
over the last year.
Who can attend the meeting? - Anyone may attend but only registered electors 
in the parish may speak and vote.
Will I be able to ask questions and make resolutions? - Yes, there will be an op-
portunity to ask questions of any of the speakers and also any registered elector 
may ask questions of the Council.  Where ever possible and if the information is 
to hand then the questions to the Council usually be answered by the Chairman 
or by the Parish Clerk or a designated Councillor.  Sometimes it is necessary to 
make enquiries after the meeting or refer the question to the Parish Council or 
someone else for an answer. If you have a question please send it to the Clerk 
as far in advance of the meeting if at all possible. An elector may also make 
suggestions and comment on parish issues and propose resolutions at the meet-
ing. Resolutions relating to allotments are legally binding but all others are per-
suasive only, but will be considered by the Parish Council at their meetings.
Who will chair the meeting? – The Chairman of the Parish Council must chair 
the meeting, if present. In his absence the vice chairman must preside if present. 
If neither is able to attend, then the meeting will elect a chairman from those 
electors present.
Will Parish Councillors be there? – Although there is no compulsion, Council-
lors normally attend. They will speak if required, but the purpose of the meeting 
is to enable the ordinary electors to have their say.  Councillors will listen with 
interest and as electors themselves, also have the opportunity to raise questions 
and make comments if they wish.
Will notes be taken of the meeting? - Yes, a written record of the meeting will be 
taken by the Parish Clerk kept in a special book. The rules on the signature and 
admissibility of minutes are the same as those for Parish Council meetings.
How long will the meeting last? - As long as need be within reason but this is at 
the Chairman’s discretion   It really depends on those present and the number 
of questions and the discussion that is raised.  Generally, the meeting will last 
no longer than 2 hours.
Will the Press be there? - A table will be provided for the local press as the Coun-
cil do for all their public meetings.
DO YOU WANT TO BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR?
Having decided you want to be a councillor there’s THREE things that need 
to be done.
If YOU want to

Get the Best for Your Community·	
Spend Your Time Productively·	
Think, Listen and Act Locally·	

Then YOU should consider becoming a Parish or Town Councillor.
What councillors do!



 

 

Jefferys, Houghton & Co 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

 
The Commercial Centre 

6 Green End, Comberton, Cambridge CB23 7DY 

Tel: Cambridge (01223) 262128 Fax (01223) 262287 

 

E-Mail: jennifer@jefferys-houghton.freeserve.co.uk 

Website:www.jefferys-houghton.co.uk 

 
For all your accountancy needs, including accounts preparation for sole 

traders, partnerships and small companies, 

personal, business, company taxation and full payroll service. 

 

Fax and photocopying facilities also available 

 
Business Hours 

 
Monday-Friday 

9:00am -1:00pm  2:00pm – 5:00pm 



Councillors have three main components to their work.
Decision Making
Through meetings and attending committees with other elected members, 
councillors decide which activities to support and where money should 
be spent locally.
Monitoring
By keeping an eye on how well things are working councillors make sure their 
decisions lead to efficient and effective services.
Getting Involved Locally
Councillors, as local representatives, have responsibilities towards local people 
and organisations.
Effort required:
TIME - As with most things, the more you put in, the more you (and your com-
munity) will get out.
The Council employs a Clerk to support the Council in its work both at meet-
ings and also between meetings.
Comberton Parish Council meets each month on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
All members are encouraged to take on an area of responsibility to help share 
the workload and to ensure that the Council maximises its efficiency. The 
Council has one committee (Planning) and several working groups which offer 
members a chance to use their skills and knowledge for maximum benefit or to 
review a matter in more depth before a decision is reached. Sometimes these 
Committees or Working Groups will meet in between the meetings of the full 
Parish Council.
COST - Being a Councillor should cost you little. There is usually cover for sub-
sistence and travel allowances if your duties take you out of your local Council’s 
area. These allowances will be within a maximum laid down by the Govern-
ment.
OK so you’re ready!
Having decided that you want to be a councillor there’s three things that need 
to be done

You need to 1  Qualify
You need to complete 2  Nomination Papers
You need to 3  Stand for Election.

To Qualify You need 
to be:

a British or EU national citizen(a) 
18 years of age(b) 

  free of either a criminal record or bankruptcy(a) 
on the list of electors for that Parish(c) 

or during the whole of the preceding twelve months have either
occupied land as owner or tenant within the Parish.(i) 



Financial and Legal Services

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SAUNDERS  LANDSCAPES 
                          36 School Lane, Toft, Cambs, CB23 7RE.   
       ALL FORMS OF LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION UNDERTAKEN 
                          TEL: 01223 264113, MOBILE: 07774 127416  
 www. saunderslandscapes.co.uk           E-mail: martin.j.place@btinternet.com 

   

                                



had a principle place of work there(ii) 
lived within three miles of the Parish boundary(i) 

The Nomination Process
You must obtain from and when completed return to the Returning Officer a 
valid Nomination Paper containing details of your name and address plus 
your number and prefix letter from the current register of electors.
The Returning Officer has this information and the Clerk of the local council 
also normally has a copy if you need to double check your details.
The nomination paper must also contain similar particulars of a Proposer 
and a Seconder from the same Parish.
The Election Procedure
Ordinary elections of local councillors take place on the first Thursday in May 
every four years.

FOR COMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL 2011 IS AN ELECTION YEAR.
The next Parish Council Elections are held on 5”’ May 2011. 
Nomination papers need to be lodged by noon 4th April 2011.
The responsibility falls on YOU to make sure you complete the paperwork 
and get it in on time to the Returning Officer.
However you will find the Parish Clerk extremely helpful and she will 
generally give you guidance if  you are new to the process.
Ask the Clerk at the Council how you can obtain a pack of information on 
standing as a councillor in the next local elections.

Further information is available on the South Cambridgeshire District Council 
website
www.scambs.gov.uk/CouncilAndDemocracy/Elections/BecomingaCouncillor 

Parish Council members contact details
Miss Chris Westgarth (Chairman) 85 Barton Road  263242
Dr Janet McCabe (Vice-Chairman) 3 Westcroft 263387
Miss Amanda Bacon Arial View, 92B Swaynes Lane 264711
Mr Andrew Hollick 73 Swaynes Lane 263089
Mrs Sandra Hyde 57 Long Road 262075
Mr Simon Moffat 86 Swaynes Lane
Mrs Dorothy Morison 5 The Valley 263027
Mr Richard Rowlands 43 West Street 264508

The next Parish Council meeting will be on Wednesday 13 April 2011 at 
7.30pm in the Village Hall. All parishioners are invited to attend the meeting 
and the first ten minutes or so are open to residents to ask questions or make 
comments and observations on Comberton matters or on items on the agenda. 



Comberton Village College Comberton
Cambridge CB23 7DU Tel 01223 727885

Mon,Tues and Fri 10am-3pm

Head Office Administration Centre PO Box 232 51 Newmarket Road Cambridge CB5 8FF

Tel 0845 601 3344 www.cambridgebs.co.uk

Time to keep your money close to home

Expertise on your doorstep

Open Mon-Fri
12 to 2.30 (except 
Tuesday) & 6 to 

11.00
All day Saturday 

and Sunday

Hot & Cold Bar 
Meals
Lunchtime 12 To 2.30
Evenings 6 To 8.30
Roast Dinners Served 
Daily
No Food Served On
Tuesday and Sunday 
Evenings CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

EXCEPT AMEX & DINERS CARD

COLIN AND LINDSAY BOURNE
Welcome You To

The Three Horseshoes
South Street, 
Comberton

teL: (01223) 262252
Real Ales

Games Room
Large Beer Garden

Children’s Play Area
Friendly Atmosphere

Children Welcome
Booster Baby Seats Available

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BARTON OIL BURNER SERVICES 
86 CAMBRIDGE ROAD, BARTON, CAMBRIDGE. CB23 7AR 

 

ROD AND ROBERT BUTLER 

OIL FIRED BURNER TECHNICIANS 
 

SERVICING AND REPAIRS OF 

DOMESTIC OIL FIRED BOILERS 
 

TELEPHONE: 01223 262305 

 



      

If the matter is on the agenda or has already been under discussion a response 
may be given at the meeting otherwise the matter will be tabled for fuller dis-
cussion at the next or a future meeting.

the ParIsh ChurCh oF st. mary, Comberton
Team Rector - Rev Mike Booker

Revd. Michael Booker tel: 01223 260095 
www.combertonchurch.co.uk

Churchwardens   Mr M.R. Evans   82 Green End    Tel 263215  
    Mrs M Jenkins  80 West Street   Tel 263751
Arrangements for Baptisms, Funerals, Weddings and the readings of Banns at 
the Parish Church should be made with Rev Mike Booker

Services and Events at St Mary’s in April
Sunday 3rd  8.00am  Holy Communion
   9.30am  Mothering Sunday All-Age worship
Sunday 10th  9.30am A short service, followed by the Annual 
    Parochial Church Meeting
Sunday 17th   8.00am Holy Communion
   9.30am  Palm Sunday - Morning Prayer and 
    procession with palms
Holy Week and Easter  (St Mary’s open all week)
Thursday 23rd  8.00pm  Maundy Thursday Service
Friday 24th  9.30 am Prayers and Meditations at the Cross
Good Friday  11.00am Following Jesus on the way of the Cross - a  
    service for all ages at St 
    Andrew’s, Toft
Sunday 24th Easter Day 9.30am  He is Risen! Easter Family Communion

At the end of this month we celebrate the greatest of the festivals of the Chris-
tian year. On Good Friday we remember with sadness the death which Jesus 
suffered out of love for the human race. Then on Easter Day we praise God 
that Jesus burst through death, and left it shattered and defeated. Whatever 
we face, in life and in death, God is more powerful, and more loving than we 
can ever fully understand. Please come and join in remembering the story and 
celebrating the Good News this Easter.

You are very welcome to any of the services at St Mary’s, or simply to come 
into the church building to take time to think, to pray and to find quiet.
Please contact one of the clergy if you would like a lift to church this Easter. If 
you are unable to get out and would like to receive Communion at home we 
would be delighted to visit.





the CathoLIC ChurCh oF
our LaDy anD the enGLIsh martyrs

Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 1JR
01223 350787

The Catholic Church of Our Lady and the English Martyrs (OLEM) serves 
much of the south and west of Cambridge.  
During Lent, there is a ‘Hunger Lunch’ every Wednesday after the 12.15 mass 
and on Friday evenings there are Stations of the Cross at 19.30.
Detailed below are the main services at the Parish Church in Hills Road for 
Easter. 
Tuesday 19th April         19.30  Penitenial Service
Maundy Thursday21st April   19.30  Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday 22nd April    9.30   Morning Prayer

  11.00  Children’s Stations of the Cross
 15.00   Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

  19.30   Stations of the Cross
Holy Saturday 23rd April  9.30  Morning Prayer

            21.00  The Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday 24th April  8.00  Mass
 9.30  Children’s Mass
 10.45  Sung Mass (English)
 12.15  Polish Mass
 17.00  Sung Folk Mass
 18.15  Sung Mass (Latin)
As  there will be no evening masses in Cambourne or Bar Hill on Holy Satur-
day evening, 23rd April, please check the Palm Sunday news sheet for details of 
masses at these two centres for Easter Sunday.
Further details of these and all other services for April may be found on the par-
ish website which also has the weekly news sheet and other parish information.  
www.olem.org.uk 

the WaGer
Shortly before Christmas, a good of friend of mine and I bet a bottle of a fine sin-
gle malt whiskey.  We made our wager because I think the world is going to get 
warmer due to Climate Change over next ten years than it was over the previous 
10 years, but he insists it will not.
I am prepared to risk something as precious as a bottle of single malt because 
I am persuaded that we are all risking lot more.  Our globalised industrial life-
style has created a perfect storm of climate change, the end of growth in resource 
extraction and the economic decline of western democracies.
Writing as a Christian within a Baptist church, I cannot ignore our own contri-
bution.  It was an English Baptist lay preacher like myself, Thomas Newcomen, 
who in 1710 invented the first steam engine that operated by a piston moving 
in a cylinder.  



Peter Oakes
Tree Surgery

Providing qualified, experienced 

and friendly staff 

for all aspects of tree surgery work.

Supplier of logs, wood chips 

and fencing materials.

Hedge trimming and fencing work 

also undertaken.

Tel: 01954 214510

email: oakestreesurgery@aol.com

OPTOMETRIST
D.J.Ireland, 2 Ivy Field, Barton

Sight Testing, Contact Lenses 
Wide Range of Frames

For an appointment phone 263117

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 









 

HEATING SERVICES
For the installation, service,
repair & replacement of gas 

and oil fired appliances.

Call us today on
01223 833426
www.shelfordheating.co.uk

sales@shelford-heating.co.uk
CORGI & OFTEC registered

For a competitive quote....

Home heating oil
Monthly payment scheme

Gas oil & diesel
Premium lubricants
Fuel card services

01223 846846
www.shelfordenergy.co.uk

sales@shelford-energy.co.uk



The steam engine was fired by coal and was used to pump water out of coal 
mines, enabling coal production to greatly increase in 18th century England.  To-
day, the world emits 4,000 times the amount of carbon dioxide from fossil fuel 
burning that Britain did in Newcomen’s day, much of it coming from steam 
power plants that generate electricity.
Burning coal and other fossil fuels must decline greatly in this century: these 
fuels are getting harder to extract and we have to stop putting all that carbon 
dioxide into the air.  This means that electricity and running cars will get a lot 
more expensive, which means we will not be able to afford to use these nearly 
as much.  
This means our lives will have to change.  Central heating, cars and electrical 
appliances may become rarities.  We will have to live simpler lives.  Some would 
say poorer, but if we could organise ourselves so we don’t actually need these 
things, then are we really poorer or are we just living more simply?
Why am I writing about this as a church person in a village magazine?  I have 
two reasons.
First, Christ encourages us to live meeker, simpler lives.  I feel we could do well 
to embrace His message as a positive aspiration rather than dismiss it nega-
tively as a hair-shirt, spoil-sport, condemnation of living well.  
Second, we will need to pull together to make the changes needed, because it 
won’t be easy.  Villages like ours are likely to regain their economic role as a 
centre to work in, not just to live in, but increasingly we will need to look out 
for one another as these changes accelerate.
Comberton Baptist Church is keen to do what we can to contribute to this tran-
sition in the village, even though it may take a lifetime to accomplish.  We have 
a few ideas on how things could be developed, but of course ideas on their own 
don’t solve problems, people working together do.  If you are interested in ex-
ploring this further, do please contact us via our website.   
If not, fancy a wager?
Graham Ford, on behalf of Comberton Baptist Church.  www.c-b-c.org.uk 

You are always welcome at Comberton Baptist Church.  
We meet every Sunday at 10:30 am.

neWs From the merIDIan PrImary sChooL
Opportunity - Creativity - Challenge

Excellence for All
 I’m sure that I do not have to tell any of the Comberton Contact read-
ers that financially these are hard times. This is certainly the case in education. 
Many services which previously were provided free of charge by the Local Au-



Heating Oil?
Are you paying too much?

Ring me before you buy
Deliveries direct to you

by national / local suppliers

Jeremy Cole (01954) 719452

 

STEAMROLLER IRONING 

SERVICES 

 

 
 

48 hour turnaround, Good reliable service 

Hangers & bags supplied (returnable) 
 

PRICE 1LB IN WEIGHT = £ 1.25 

(MIN £10) 
 

CALL 07742 319631 / 01954 210672 

 

 
 

Your local Solicitors offering a client focused value 
for money service 

 

We provide a wide range of legal services tailored to 
our clients needs. 

 

Call or email us on  
Tel: 01223 263549 

 
Conveyancing/residential or commercial:- 

Email: tspilsbury@irenaspence.co.uk 
 

Probate/Wills/Powers of Attorney:- 
Email: poneil@irenaspence.co.uk 

 
For : Litigation, Family and child care issues, Personal Injury and 

Employment law email: mail@irenaspence.co.uk   
 

5 Green End, Comberton, Cambridge, CB23 7DY 
Free Parking/Disabled Access 

 
Also at 

68-70 Castle Street, Cambridge CB3 0AJ 
Cambridge (01223) 713300 

www.irenaspence.co.uk 
 



thority have now become subscription services. However, the budgets we are 
given have not increased to take this into account. This means that every school, 
however big or small, has to make some very hard decisions – do we buy in this 
service, or that one?  Because, perhaps, we can no longer afford both, it seems to 
come down to -- what can we possibly ‘do without’? It is very painful to be put 
in the position of choosing between services which in the past we have valued 
equally highly.
 It is at times like these that I particularly value the support of Net-
work 11. As I think I have mentioned before, this is an informal partnership of 
Comberton Village College and its ten feeder primary schools. We employ a 
co-ordinator who arranges an enormous number of joint events for children, 
focus groups for staff, as well as meetings for Heads and Chairs of Governors. 
As Heads, we have a dedicated Network 11 meeting for a whole morning each 
half term. It is there that we discuss how we can best work together for the good 
of all our children – and how we can support each other. 

At the moment, those discussions are very much about opportunities 
for sharing resources, expertise and experience to mitigate the effects of the 
reduction in services. The government has made it clear that partnership is the 
way forward for schools and we feel very much vindicated in our decision to 
set up Network 11 about two years ago.

On a lighter note the Network 11 Year 3 singing event at CVC recently 
was a great success, with parents enjoying a performance of a wide range of 
songs sung by Year 3 children from various schools. Coaching workshops had 
previously been held by CVC students in the primary schools, offering great 
role models to the younger children. Also, by the time you read this, all the 
Year 6 children will have taken part in a Network 11 Careers Convention hosted 
by St John’s College, Cambridge, where they will be introduced to a number 
of future career opportunities and asked to think about their own talents and 
enthusiasms.

Network 11 offers so much to all of the eleven schools involved – to 
the children and young people, to the staff, the governors and, not least, to the 
Heads.       Glennis Virgo, Headteacher

CVC trust FunD oPPortunIty
The CVC Trust Fund needs you!

Supporting the provision of extra equipment and facilities to support both the 
educational experience for students of CVC and the needs of the community
There are 3 vacancies to join the board of Trustees responsible 

for managing the
CVC Trust Fund.  

 
In these difficult economic times we appreciate that time may be tight 
to volunteer for extra duties. However, taking on a significant volun-



DWD HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS

YOUR LOCAL
CARPENTER AND  
SMALL BUILDER

Carpentry, kitchens, 
fencing, roof repairs, 
interior/exterior painting

No job too small

Insurance work undertaken
25 years experience

Local references available
103a New Road, Haslingfield
For free quotation tel: 872558

or mobile: 07855 579802 Interior Decor

FRAMING TALENT
Professional friendly

quality picture
FRAMING

and mount cutting service
also

Frame Restoration

Telephone: 01954 210154  
to discuss  

your requirements

SUSIE JACQUES
33 ELLISON LANE  HARDWICK  

 

Blue Button IT 
Home Computer Support 
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Based in Cambourne Mon-Sun 9am – 9pm 
www.bluebuttonit.co.uk 

 Computer Repairs & Maintenance 
 Broadband Support 

 Wireless Network Support 

 

Trousers too long? Skirts too tight? 

 

Small alterations undertaken 

incl. headings and hems for curtains, 

nets and voile. 

 

Call Heidi Crockford on 01223 263008 

Yvonne Siudak 
BSc (Hons), MChs, HPC Reg

Chiropodist/Podiatrist
20 Chesterton Road

Cambridge
CB4 3 AX

Tel: 01223 358431



tary role may be a very valuable way of broadening your skill set or en-
hancing your CV if you happen to be out of the job market at the moment.  
Ideally 2 of the 3 new trustees will be willing to take on the roles of ‘Vice Chair’ 
and ‘Secretary’ following an induction period of shadowing the current post 
holders. For this reason we are particularly seeking applicants who have estab-
lished skills in managing meetings or who would be 
willing to learn to how to do so.
The time commitment is modest. The CVC Trust Fund has experienced trustees 
in place who are very willing to support and develop new trustees. The trus-
tees meet once a term. A small amount of work arises between meetings.  The 
CVC Trust Fund helps bring significant benefit to the college. Over the past 
few years, the trustees have re-focussed their activities and notched up various 
achievements. Please see our website link for our mission statement and all of 
the recent activities.
http://www.about.combertonvc.org/trust_fund.cfm
The trustees would like to invite applications for the role of Trustee (no more 
than 1 side of A4), by email by 31.3.11 to  cvctf.secretary@gmail.com 
Candidates should communicate the skills that they could bring to the role. 
Interviews will be held in April 2011. It is anticipated that the appointees would 
join the Board of Trustees in May 2011.

Comberton LeIsure
THERE are plenty of laughs to be had at Comberton Leisure this spring and 
summer.
The popular monthly Custard Comedy showcases some of the funniest up-and-
coming comedians and offers the local community the chance to see stars of 
today and tomorrow without having to trek to some of the big city venues.
April’s headliner is Matt Welcome (‘One of the best comics you’ve never heard 
of!’ - Chortle. He is supported by Chris Brooker, who the BBC describe as ‘very 
funny, very quick on the spot humour’. They are joined by the musically gifted 
Jay Foreman, while compere for this show is our old friend, Chris McNeill (‘An 
expert storyteller with split-second comic timing’ - Independent on Sunday)
Matt Kirshen, described by The Scotsman newspaper as ‘a rollercoaster of com-
edy genius’, Stan Stanley (Stan Stanley can shake a crowd with his energetic 
pace - The Daily Telegraph) and Mickey Sharma (In years to come you’ll be say-
ing ‘I was there’ – Henry Paker, MC) are on the bill in May.
Then it June it’s the turn of Barbara Nice (As hilarious as it is possible to get’ - 
The Scotsman) and Tom Bell, with Gareth Berliner as the acclaimed MC.
Tickets for Custard Comedy are available at a reduced price in advance from 
Cb3 Reception at Comberton Village College or on the door.
And if comedy’s not your thing, see below for what else is on offer at your local 
arts venue.



ROTHWELLS
CARPET CLEANING
The most thorough cleaning achievable

Local family firm
Established 1993

We lift and move all furniture
Only pay if & when satisfied - no quibble
For a firm, fair and fully inclusive price

Phone Max Campbell

01223 832 928
07711 675 613

If you use us, you’ll recommend us!

www.prideinthejob.com

FAST, EFFECTIVE AND  
SAFE CONTROL OF 

EVERY PEST PROBLEM  
IN DOMESTIC,  

COMMERCIAL AND 
 AGRICULTURAL 

PREMISES

(01223) 264999
4 Fox’s Way, Comberton, Cambs CB23 7DL

W.J. Brown & Son
Motor Engineers                              Your Local Friendly Garage

Cross Roads, Comberton                 
tel: 01223 263433 
Sales - Services 

Inspections pre-MOT - Travel Inspection 

 
 

 

 

Susan Krueger BSc.MACh.Pod 
HPC Registration Number CH18476 

01223 207859 

 

  Chiropodist 
A full chiropody service - in 
your own home  - nail care, 
removal of corns and hard 
skin and verruca treatment. 

QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST
Mr Leonard Kirkby MSSCh MBCha

Registered Member of the British 
Chiropody & Podiatry Association

Visiting Practice
All instruments autoclaved

Mobile: 0787 098 3347
Home: 01480 451493

RON GLASBY
PAINTER & DECORATOR

FIRST CLASS WORK
GOOD RATES - FREE ESTIMATES

01223 246859

JAMES WARD
DESIGN AND DECORATION

shelves cupboards tables
made to measure fitted or freestanding painted or natural

01223 214031 ■ 0780 153 3124

www.jameswardart.co.uk

ideas realised

MAKE s p a c e
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Date Event Doors Open Price
Thurs 31st 
March
 -Sun 2 April 

Bourn Players’ The 
Wizard of Oz

For times and ticket info, 
please go to www.bournplay-
ers.org.uk

Mon 4th April The Show – an 
evening of fashion 
and Music

For more information, please 
go to www.combertonvc.org

Fri 15th April Custard Comedy 8.00pm £8 adv / £10 
Door

Sat 14th May Macmillan Charity 
Jazz Concert

For more information, please 
visit www.combertonleisure.
com

Fri 20th May Custard Comedy 8.00pm £8 adv / £10 
Door

Fri 17th June Custard Comedy 8.00pm £8 adv/ £10 
door

Sat 18th June Cambridge Choral 
Society

Workshop and Performances. 
Details TBC

Sat25th June Royston Choral Soci-
ety – summer concert

For more information, please 
visit www.roystonchoralsoc.
org.uk/

Frid 1st July CVC Summer Dance 
Showcase

Show starts 7.30 Adults 
£5, conc 
£3

Fri 9th & 
Sat 10th July

Helen O’Grady Dra-
ma Academy summer 
Show

For more information, please 
visit:
www.helenogrady.co.uk/

Fri 16th & 
Sat 17th July

Stage Right Studios 
Summer Dance Show

For more information, please 
visit:
www.stagerightstudio.com/

Mon 15th Aug 
to 
26th Aug

Twelfth Night – Work-
shops and outdoor 
production

For more information please 
contact: richard@start-arts.org.
uk 

bIG breW CoFFee mornInG
The coffee morning on 11 March was a great success, attracting around 80 peo-
ple from Comberton and surrounding villages - Barton, Bourn, Cambourne, 
Toft. 
We raised £257 for Traidcraft, to support the suppliers of their Fairtrade honey, 
and sold £155 worth of goods from our Fairtrade stall. 
Many thanks to everyone who helped or supported us in any way. 
Mary Jenkins and Joan Mead

Comberton FrIenDshIP CLub
The Comberton friendship Club meeting was held on 10th March. Our speaker 
for March was the Curator of the farmland Museum and Denny Abbey, Karen 
Bower. Karen gave us a very interesting talk and slideshow about the history of 
the Farmland Museum and Denny Abbey situated near Waterbeach on the A10 
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           QUALITY PLASTERING 

 

 

ALL ASPECTS OF PLASTERING UNDERTAKEN NEW AND 

OLD. RE-SKIMMING,OVER BOARDING,DRY LINING ,COVING 

ETC. 

 

FOR A RELIABLE FRIENDLY SERVICE CALL JIM URQUHART 

ON 01223 262612 OR MOB 07887 893075. 



trunk road. Karen also passed around the room several memorabilia boxes con-
taining items that would have been found in your first home in the 1950’s era. It 
brought back a lot of memories. A very enjoyable afternoon was had by all.
 NOTE:  next month’s meeting starts at 2.00pm.
If you are interested in joining the club contact Sue Allin on Cambridge 262990.

Comberton WI
Wendy Marshgreen was the speaker at the March meeting and told members 
about the ‘Art of Accessorising’. She explained about different colour combina-
tions and described many ways to wear scarves. The new programme for 2011 
has just begun. We have booked a good selection of speakers and would love 
to see visitors and new members.
April 12th: ‘You couldn’t make it up’ with Sarah Harrison, novelist.
May 10th: Resolutions.
June 14th:  ’Pictures and Music’ with Ken Drake.
July 12th: ‘What’s that smell in the kitchen?’ with Gerry Dodd.

We meet at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.
Many thanks to all who supported the annual Pancake Race during half term. 
It was a great success and enjoyed by all.

a neW hIstory GrouP
Following a request from a resident the Parish Council agreed to co-ordinate a 
Memories based history group.
This is an exciting venture and will focus on social history gained from personal 
memories and experiences of those who live(d) and work(d) in Comberton.
Two people might indeed have a very different view of events that have taken 
place at any one time.
Each chapter could focus on a particular decade, starting with the earliest mem-
ories. Pupils from both schools could be involved with interviewing and re-
cording memories. Past editions of Contact magazine and the Cambridgeshire 
Collection could also be an excellent source of information…
So do you have any memories of life in Comberton, would you like to be involved. 
In the first instance please contact the Parish Clerk who will forward your de-
tails onto the ‘emerging’ Memories history group.

PubLIC meetInG reGarDInG Comberton LIbrary 
Your local library needs you to take part in a review of 13 libraries as part of a 
strategy to try and protect services in Cambridgeshire while meeting substan-
tial savings. The meeting detailed below 
will provide an opportunity for you to ask questions, to make suggestions and 
to provide feedback on the strategies being developed to shape the future of 
your local library. 
Public Meeting regarding Comberton Library at: Comberton Village Hall 



MERCER
TREE SERVICES

www.mercertrees.co.uk

!"##$%&"'#()*+%',+%-,."/*+

TREE SURGERY

01234%56-78-75

49:71-75

01799 520044



Wednesday 25th May 2011 
7.00 – 9.00pm. 
This meeting will provide detailed information about the proposals affecting 
Comberton Library only. 
Separate Public Information Meetings concerning the proposals affecting all 
libraries in Cambridgeshire will also be held, please see the posters advertising 
these meetings or view a list of all public meetings at: www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/library

 

The Future of Cambridgeshire’s Library Service 
Your Library Needs You! 

Suzan Griffiths,   18 Barrons Way,  Comberton,  CB23 7EQ

CarDs From aFrICa

   Rachel was just 13 when her mum died – her sister  
was 9 and her brother just 6.  Their father had died  
many years before.   Unwanted by relatives, unable  
and unwilling to feed extra mouths, she suddenly be-
came the head of the household, barely surviving by 
whatever she could grow on their meagre plot of land.  

Cards from Africa, a small but growing business on the outskirts of Kigali in 
Rwanda, learned about Rachel when she was 18, and offered her work making 
absolutely beautiful greeting cards from recycled office waste paper.
Cards from Africa was founded by local resident Chris Page in 2004. Having 
lived in Rwanda for a year, he was inspired by the people he met there and 
was struck by an innovative fair trade business idea. By training their staff to 
make beautiful cards, Cards from Africa is now providing employment for over 
seventy Rwandan orphans and holds the largest range of fair trade cards in the 
country. Thanks to Cards from Africa, young people like Rachel are now able to 
pay for food, shelter, health care, and school materials for their younger siblings 
and start saving for the future. 
Their UK base is in Cambridge and they need volunteers to help them become 
self-sustainable.  There are a number of ways you could get involved: 1. Hosting 
a coffee and card event in the local community at least once a year, 2. Volunteer-
ing at our Cambridge office and call potential retailers for half a day a week, 
and 3. Organizing fun, creative and enjoyable events relating to the selling of 
our beautifully crafted cards.  



Domestic specialists in all 
plumbing anD heating.

All gas, oil and LPG boilers repaired, serviced and installed • 
Landlord certificates issued • Complete bathroom  

installations • Free estimates • Weekend call out service 
available • Powerflushing (central heating system cleaning) 

• Corgi/ Gas register, Oftec and Water Board approved.

01223 870580
andy Day 07967 095 720
shaun Rivers 07967 095721
www.nutcombecambridge.co.uk

60308

ALOE VERA
Discover the benefits of Aloe Vera with Forever Living Products 
- the world’s largest and best grower of Aloe Vera.  An extensive 
range from Health Drinks to Skincare products with a 60-day  ‘sat-
isfaction or your money back’ guarantee. Millions of delighted 
customers - humans and animals. For more details, literature and 
free sample sachets, please telephone Mary Benwell, your  local 

Independent Distributor of FLP    on 01223 870743

John Muir 
Interiors Ltd

For Curtains Tracks & 
Blinds

Great Service – Great Product
Home selection service
Wide ranges of fabrics

Supply and fitting of new 
tracks & poles
Free estimate

Contact www.john muirinteri-
ors.co.uk

E mail: info@johnmuirinteriors.
co.uk

Phone 01954 214522



Becoming a representative is another great way to get involved while gener-
ating income for your chosen cause or for yourself. A school in Hampshire is 
selling cards to raise money to build an English speaking secondary school in 
Rwanda, knowing that for every 13 cards sold, 1 day of dignifying employment 
is created in Africa. Definitively a win/win situation for everyone!
Rachel now works on the management team at Cards from Africa.  You can 
make a difference in the lives of those like Rachel. Please get in touch with us 
at info@cardsfromafrica.co.uk or call us during office hours on 01223 778 525 if 
you’re interested.  
Together we can make a difference.  www.cardsfromafrica.co.uk 

oXFam WaLK – 15 may 2011
   Come and spend an enjoyable day with the family  
   at the Oxfam Walk on Sunday 15 May, for Oxfam’s  
   Emergencies Fund. 

   The start and finish point of the walk is at Wimpole 
Hall, where you can choose a 4-mile, 9, 13, 17, 22, or 
26-mile marathon route for the really energetic. There 

really is something for all the family! All the walks are well signed with marshals, 
and there are convenient checkpoints offering refreshments and toilets for a 
well-earned break. If you enter as a team (which can be a family team) of 4 or 
more people of any age, you’ll have the chance to win the Oxfam Team Trophy, 
if you raise the most sponsorship. A free return bus is available from the centre 
of Cambridge to the start of the walk, courtesy of Stagecoach.
The individual raising the highest amount in sponsorship will also win a fabulous 
walking holiday for two in the Lake District, thanks to Ramblers Countrywide 
Holidays.   
Gill East, of Cambridge says: ‘The first time I took part in the Oxfam Walk was in 
1991! It’s now something we regularly do as a family. It’s definitely on the yearly 
calendar. My husband isn’t a great walker so tends to do the shorter routes, and 
I do the 17 mile route with my daughters. We all enjoy the lovely cakes en-route 
at the checkpoints and the weather during the Walk for the last couple of years 
has been fantastic!’
This year, the Oxfam Walk aims to raise £50,000 for Oxfam’s Emergencies Fund 
helping communities affected by natural and manmade disasters, including the 
thousands of people in desperate need of assistance, following the tsunami in 
Japan. To help us reach this target we ask each adult walker to pay a registration 
fee of £8 beforehand, or £15 on the day (children under 16 walk for free) and to 
raise at least £50.
For more information and to register online visit www.oxfam.org.uk/walk or 
pick up a registration form from your local Oxfam shop.
All enquiries contact 0300 2001244 or e-mail events@oxfam.org.uk



Cambourne Self Storage
• Cost effective, secure, convenient self-  
 storage
•  Various size units to suit household &  
 business storage
•  CCTV monitored site with access at your  
 convenience
•  NEW SITE AT BOURN AIRFIELD
  
  • Your personal unit
 • Store your goods, lock  
    up, keep the key.
  • 5 min from Cambourne

    01954 717444 

www.cambourneselfstorage.co.uk

THE COMPLETE CYCLING SOLUTION

 Service, repair, and sales.

 Comprehensive workshop facilities with 

 expert mechanics.

 High-end and specialist work, or simple 

 maintenance undertaken.

 Wheelbuilding.

 Family and folding bike sales and advice.

 Easy accessibility from the A14.

 Maintenance Courses.

 Wednesday morning cycling tea and cakes.

Nails & Beauty by 
Allison

One to One treatments,
Tranquil setting in Hardwick.

Gel Nails, Spray Tan ,
Eyelash Extensions and 

much more.
01954 211094 / 07753 211384

www.nailsandbeautybyallison.co.uk

WARTON & CLARK SKIP HIRE
6 HARDWICK ROAD, TOFT CB23 7RQ

2,3,4,6 & 8 Yard Skips
BUILDING MATERIALS AVAILABLE

Top Soil sold from our Yard at Toft
Free delivery and prompt service. All major credit cards accepted
Tel: 01223 263287 / 264202 Fax: 01223 262685



Become of Fan of the Oxfam Walk on Facebook http://www.facebook.
com/Cambridge.Oxfam.Walk or follow on Twitter http://twitter.com/Cam-
bOxfamWalk 
NOTES FOR EDITORS

2011 marks the 43•	 rd Cambridge Oxfam Walk. The first one took place on 
22nd April 1967, when 900 walkers walked from Cambridge to Bishop’s 
Stortford!
Oxfam’s Emergencies Fund is a fund earmarked for those worldwide •	
who need it most. The Oxfam team is ready to respond the Tsunami-
affect areas following the Japanese earthquake on 11th March 2011.
Free buses, courtesy of Stagecoach, take walkers to and from the event •	
from the central Bus Station.
Walking is good for you. Walking is good for your heart and lungs, •	
improving cardiovascular fitness. Most of the work is done by the 
muscles of the lower body, and it’s a weight-bearing activity, so it can 
improve bone density. At the same time, it’s low impact, so it won’t 
strain your joints.
For queries, contact Caroline Mead, •	 carolinealicemead@googlemail.
com 

Comberton CantabILe’s sPrInG ConCert
This year the Choir’s concert will be in St. Mary’s Church on Friday 13th May 
(we are not superstitious!).  The works we are performing are Vivaldi’s very 
popular ‘Gloria’ and Purcell’s birthday celebration piece ‘Come Ye Sons of Art’.  
Our soprano soloist will be Sarah Maxwell, who so successfully sang with us in 
the ‘Messiah’ choruses in December 2009 and our bass will be David Steed who 
has performed for us on several occasions.  Bryan Watkins will be our excellent 
organist and we are hoping to include some added instrumental accompani-
ment.  
 
Our poster will be on the front cover of the May edition of ‘Contact’ when fur-
ther details will be available.  We hope you will come and join us.   
        Brenda Brown
 

LaWn Care In sPrInG
Mowing
Mow at last once a week now. Make sure mower has been serviced and blade 
replaced or sharpened. 
Moss
Moss has been a real threat to lawns this year, and may be affecting your lawn. 
Apply a specific moss treatment now, or get ProLawnCare to spray with their 
special Moss Control Treatment.  Moss dies in front of your eyes. It is best to do 
it now before it’s too late.



For help, call me, Brian Girling,
on  01223 208529 (Wimpole)

Advice on Installing
Home Networks

E-mail bg@moncraft.co.uk

Computer
Maintenance

Repairs

Selecting and
Installing a Computer

Fault Finding

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS
Family Law Specialists 

Divorce ∙ Matrimonial Property & Finances ∙ Co-habitation Disputes 
Civil Partnership Dissolution ∙ Children Matters ∙ Domestic Injunctions 

∙ Separation Agreements

For a sympathetic and sensitive approach to the most emotional of legal 
problems, contact us on 01954 202075.

O’MALLEY SOLICITORS
84 Rampton Road, Willingham, Cambridge, CB24 5JQ

Tel: 01954 202075 E-mail: omalleysolicitors@googlemail.com
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

SRA No: 489236

 Extra Support 
Does your child need extra help with Numeracy or Literacy? 

Do you have particular aims for your child’s future? 
Quality support given to 4 to 8-year-olds by highly experienced 

and sympathetic teacher. 
 01223 263215 



Fertiliser 
This is the time to feed and weed (preferably in that order).  
The fertiliser is predominately Nitrogen in a slow release form, but it may also 
need Phosphate and Potassium as well as vital trace elements. 
Weed Control
Once the weeds and grass are actively growing a selective herbicide to kill 
broad leaved weeds such as dandelions, daisies and clover within the grass can 
be applied.

Actions required in Early Spring
Mow lawn at least once per week. •	
Treat Moss•	
Apply Spring Feed•	
Spray Weeds in lawn with Selective Herbicide•	
Seed any bare areas and cover with turf dressing (water if dry)•	

Some of the above tasks can be carried out by the lawn owner, other tasks may 
need some professional intervention.
For more information about lawn care and the services that ProLawnCare Ltd 

offer call
Office: 01480 812393 

e-mail info@prolawncare.co.uk  
We offer discounted rates for your lawns.

Lawn fact: “A dense lawn is 4 times more effective than a hay field at 
absorbing rainfall” 

Looking for Free Lawn Care Advice?
Ask the Lawn Ranger on www.prolawncare.co.uk/askranger.asp

aDDInG CoLour WIth annuaLs
Level gardens are usually given a structure by trees and shrubs. Perennials are 
used to provide a constant source of favourite plants in fixed positions in the 
garden. However, most gardens have patches that may have been occupied by 
spring flowering bulbs. The question is what to do with those areas when the 
bulbs have died back after spring. These are excellent places for overplanting 
with annuals.  Annuals provide good blocks of summer colour within a gar-
den.
Formal or blocks
Formal planting makes use of regular geometric patterns; this method is exem-
plified by alternate planting of two contrasting plants, for example bright red 
geraniums with their zonal patterned leaves together with silver-leafed ciner-
arias. This formality can work well with municipal planting, but often looks a 
little out of place in a garden with a free-flowing structure. The big advantage 
of block planting is that formality is lost; the blocks can be irregular in shape, 
or wind between perennials. This is why they do well for overplanting bulbs. 



D.J. Downes
Accountancy  
& Taxation

Small Business Specialist
Individuals, partnerships,  

limited companies,  
self-assessment, accounts, VAT

For a no-obligation, free initial 
interview call
01223 872722

VILLAGE CAFÉ at the VILLAGE HALL
 Open every Tuesday  10.30 -  12 noon

Meet up with friends or make  new ones. 
Families welcome!
Coffee/Tea/Squash

Hope to see you there soon.



Annuals last one season only. There are two reasons for this: the plants may be 
monocarpic and die soon after producing their seeds, or they may be frost tender. 
It is this latter group, flowering throughout the summer, that is most valuable in 
the garden. Annuals are either sown from seed, often under glass, in spring, or 
bought as small plants ready for bedding out as soon as frosts are over.
Annuals to try
Corn flowers with their true blue flowers make a splendid display and are good 
for cutting for flower arrangements. There are also some mixed pink, mauve and 
white shades available. Small plants for the front of a border could be the blue 
ageratum with frothy flowers and attractive to bees or lobelia with a variety of 
shades of blue. Both work well against the edge of the lawn. Larkspurs are larger 
and make a good show with red, pink, blue or white varieties; these do well 
when planted in adjacent blocks. I particularly like the pastel shades of Love-in-
a-mist; they add a gentleness to the planting. Calendulas, which include many 
types of marigolds, give depth to yellow/orange shades. Cosmos provide large 
red, pink or white flowers and have finely traced leaves; their height makes them 
suitable for positions further from the front of the border.  
Local gardens to see in April 
10th April, eight gardens in Barton are open; one of them is an attractive 6-garden 
site known as the Six Houses which were built for retired gardeners. Trinity Hall 
Wychfield site (off Storeys Way) is a mixed site of a large Edwardian garden 
adjacent to the modern gardens of their new buildings. 17th April, Churchill Col-
lege gardens are open.        R.T. Choke

the ChaLLenGe
March result & winner

Ellen Macarthur                                          B&Q                                            
Cpt.Jack Sparrow                                         The Black Pearl 
Sir Francis Drake                                         The Golden Hind
Roald Amundsen                                            Fram
Lord Horatio Nelson                                 Victory 
Jason                                                                    Argo
Sir Francis Chichester                             Gypsy Moth
Christopher Colombus                             Pinta
Edward John Smith                                      Titanic
Vasco Da Gama                                                Soa Gabriel
Edward Heath                                                Morning Cloud
Long John Silver                                          Hispaniola
Captain Ahab                                                   Pequod
Ernest Shackleton                                     Endurance
Charlie Alnutt                                             The African Queen
Sir Walter Raleigh                                     Ark Royal
Gerald Durell                                              Bootle-Bumtrinket
Amerigo Vespucci                                        San Antiago



Would you appreciate help with small jobs around the home, garden or in the 
wider village? 

Isaiah58 involves young people from local churches helping out in the village 
community. 

We have moved furniture, trimmed hedges, weeded gardens, swept leaves and 
painted bus shelters....

No project too small! 

If you have a possible project for the team please call 
 Jonathan Catley, 01223 263508
               07971 758041

jonathan.catley@hotmail.co.uk

We don’t charge or ask for any donation for the help. 
It is part of us putting our faith into action.

Isaiah58 is a project run by WCCYM 
(West Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries)

 Comberton LIbrary 
 Monday  2.00pm - 7.00pm 
 Tuesday  Closed
 Wednesday 10.00am - 1.00pm
  2.00pm - 5.00pm
 Thursday  Closed
 Friday  2.00pm - 7.00pm
 Saturday  10.00am - 1.00pm 
 Sunday  Closed
The Village College,  West Street, Comberton,  Cambridge,  CB23 7DU 
 Tel: 0845 045 5225    
 www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library   

Comberton reCreatIon GrounD Gate rota,     April to June 2011
Open 8-30 am, Close 1/2 hour after lighting up time, Monday to Sunday inclusive

March 21st  to  April 3rd                           Alan & Mary Clarke
April 4th  to  April 17th                          Martin & Ingrid Sims
April 18th  to  May 1st                         Raymond Sewell
May 2nd  to  May 15th                       Mick & Barbara Waters
May16th  to  May 29th                       Alan & Mary Clarke
May 30th  to  June 12th                           Martin & Ingrid Sims
June 13th  to  June 26th                           Raymond Sewell
June 27th  to  July 10th                            Mick & Barbara Waters

Access on foot is not affected



Martin Frobisher                                        Ayde
Captain Pugwash                                         The Black Pig
Cpt. Horatio Hornblower                      Lydia

Winner: April Pennick.Harbour Avenue
(1 of 10 entries)

the ChaLLenGe
Sponsored By Costcutter Stores

Here is your opportunity to bring a little colour into my life sim-colour into my life sim- into my life sim-
ply by listing as many real or fictional characters whose names, 
Christian or Given, contain a colour. No more than two of each 
colour permitted.
Eg. Black Beauty, Little Red Rooster or Sir Arthur Whitten Brown, 
none of which are now acceptable.

Colour No 
1……………………………………………...…………………………
2……………………………………………...…………………………
3……………………………………………...…………………………
4……………………………………………...…………………………
5……………………………………………...…………………………
6……………………………………………...…………………………
7……………………………………………...…………………………
8……………………………………………...…………………………
9……………………………………………...…………………………
10……………………………………………...…………………………
11……………………………………………...…………………………
12……………………………………………...…………………………
13……………………………………………...…………………………
14……………………………………………...…………………………
15……………………………………………...…………………………
16……………………………………………...…………………………
17……………………………………………...…………………………
18……………………………………………...…………………………
19……………………………………………...…………………………
20……………………………………………...…………………………
21……………………………………………...…………………………
22……………………………………………...…………………………



The  Wi l l o w  Tr e e  
 

Get set for a Summer of fun at The Willow Tree Gastropub in Bourn village.  

There’s live jazz & acoustic evenings, Summer Sunday garden parties for all the 

family, & the annual Midsummers Ball.  Al fresco dining will be available from 

Easter weekend beneath the giant Willow Tree & on the heated terrace, whilst 

the pub garden is a pretty sun spot for deckchair drinks or afternoon tea with 

the pet cow.    

 

The Summer Music Menu: 

 
Live Jazz Menu (Monthly Sundays. Music starts at 7pm)  

Bluesette: April 10th (manouche‐jazz funk) 

Phil Marshall Quartet: May1st (jazz funk) 

Polly Rose Band: June 5th (vocal jazz) 

Tom Rickard Quartet: July 3rd (vibraphone jazz) 

Brant Tilds Band: August 7th (latin jazz) 

 

Live Acoustic Menu (Monthly Sundays. Music starts at 7pm)  

Rebecca Hynes: April 24th (deep soul) 

Ben Smith: May 22nd  (funky blues) 

Tom Copson: June 26th (alternative folk) 

 

Summer Sundays 

Garden Parties with World Flavours & Summer Sounds.  

Al fresco food, outdoor music & family fun, 3 ‐ 8pm: 

Cuban Sunday: May 15th u Moroccan Sunday: July 17th  

Caribbean Sunday: August 14th u Spanish Sunday: Sept 11th 

 

Midsummers Wild West Ball 

Ticketed Summer Event: Saturday June 25th, 7pm – late. 

Wild West Feast, Live Music & Dancing. Rodeo Bull & Games.  

Total…………………….

Entries please to Costcutter, Library or Green End Surgery no 
later than 14th April.
The prize of £5, generously donated by Nayna & Vijay, is to be 
spent in store.

Name……………………………………………...……………………
Address……………………………………………...…………………
            


