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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water 706050

Emergencies 403000
Sewerage Emergencies 0845 7145145

Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Vicar David Newton) 665654
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 5 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
REC = Recreation Ground Car Park

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th

Monday
7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH

4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Antiquarian
Society

VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 5.15pm-6.15pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
2nd Thursday 2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC

Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049

editor@combertoncontact.org.uk
50 South Street, CB23 7DZ

Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk
38 Westlands

Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the June
magazine by 15th May 2022. Submissions will only be acknowledged
if requested and this may take up to a week.
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Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Thursday 28th April Black
Thursday 5th May Blue & Green
Wednesday 11th May Black
Wednesday 18th May Blue & Green
Wednesday 25th May Black
Wednesday 1st June Blue & Green

Village Help Scheme - Volunteer Drivers Schedule
To book transport please see the dates below and call the
appropriate number.

02 May 2022 Joan Wells 01223 262746
09 May 2022 Joan Wells 01223 262746
16 May 2022 Barbara Mitton 01223 262073
23 May 2022 Barbara Mitton 01223 262073
30 May 2022 Angela Donnelly 01223 263283
06 June 2022 Angela Donnelly 01223 263283

More drivers are URGENTLY needed for this essential service.
For more information contact Mrs Gill Redman on 01223 262246

Parish Council
For those of you who eagerly follow the Parish Council meetings, you
will now know we are back to in person meetings and we are meeting
at the village hall on on the 2nd Wednesday of each month, to
discuss topics that affect our village, the facilities and services that
our village offers.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be
found at http://parish-council.comberton.org/decisions/meetings/

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
I hope everybody has been able to enjoy the warmer weather over this
Easter long weekend - spring is definitely here and it is good to spend
time outdoors enjoying the sunshine.

There is plenty of information in this magazine about the Comberton
Celebration Festival - to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee -
please have a look and think if you can help or participate, or just look
forward to meeting up in a village event which will bring people together
after two difficult years.

We should also remember those less fortunate - if you are a music lover
why not consider supporting the Concert for Ukraine on Two Pianos at
Harlton Church (see page 37)?

Thank you to our many contributors this month - once again I have had
plenty of content with some carried over to next month.

James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Mr Hywel Griffiths 01223 263390

18 Barrons Way, CB23 7EQ

Parish Council Clerk Angela Bridges 07735 908030
parishclerk@comberton.org

District Councillors Ian Sollom 07722 065475
Cllr.Sollom@scambs.gov.uk

Tony Mason 07432 779551
Cllr.Mason@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Michael Atkins 07968 264637
matkinslibdem@gmail.com

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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The Parish Church of 
St Mary, Comberton

In the Lordsbridge Team Ministry

Vicar: The Rev'd David Newton

01223 665654

davidnewton@lordsbridge.org




Curate: The Rev'd Chris Westgarth

chris.westgarth1@btinternet.com

Tel: 01223 263242

  

www.stmaryscomberton.org

Quiet Prayer

Our church building is open daily for quiet prayer.

On-line Services

Zoom Church at 11am each Sunday.

Use this link : https://zoom.us/j/82311473640

Or, you can go straight to the zoom website and simply put the meeting ID 

823 1147 3640 in the ‘join meeting’ box. 

Regular Services in St Mary’s Church Building 

1st May at 9.30am - Morning Worship

8th May at 8.00 am – BCP Holy Communion

               at 9.30am - Holy Communion

15th May at 9.30am - Holy Communion (with 'Kids @ the Barn')

22nd May at 8.00am - BCP Holy Communion

                 at 9.30am – Informal Morning Worship

Churchwardens:

Michael Edwards, 01223 262748, michael@kentings.co.uk

Teresa Taylor, 07717 001429, ptc.taylor@btinternet.com

Find us on Facebook: 

St Mary’s Church, Comberton

On-line Giving

We can now accept on-line donations; 

please see our website for more information.

Activities 

8th May at 3pm - Wild Church (outside)

22nd May at 2.00pm -  Rogation Walk

Thurs 26th May at 2.30pm - Oasis Tea in Village Hall

Lordsbridge Team Services

Thurs 26th May at 7.30pm - Ascension Day Holy Communion at Toft Church

29th May at 8.30am - Team BCP Holy Communion at Toft Church

29th May at 5.30pm -  Team Evensong at Dry Drayton Church
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Plumbing - Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 
Friendly, reliable service - No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 / Tel: 01223 263586 
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Plumbing - Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 
Friendly, reliable service - No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 / Tel: 01223 263586 

May Challenge
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Meridian Primary School
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Greetings Neighbours,

We celebrated the 25th Anniversary of World Book Day at the beginning
of March. In the morning we held special assemblies and during the
day, classes joined in with live stream interactive sessions with World
Book Day book authors, they took part in author and illustrator
academies and they wrote book reviews with illustrations of their
favourite stories.

We had a fantastic Art week looking and appreciating different types of
arts and crafts as well as developing our knowledge and art skills.
Thank you to the local artists who visited us. The children especially
loved the focused creative approach that we had during the week and
they produced some excellent pieces which we displayed around the
school.

The children are enjoying playing sport competitively again – in March,
our football team represented Meridian against Hardwick Primary
School and two of our netball teams have been invited back to play in
the final of the South Cambridgeshire Schools Netball Tournament after
a tournament at CVC in which our A team came 2nd and our B team
came 5th. The final is at the end of April.

The children came to school in non-uniform to celebrate Red Nose Day
on 18th March. A big thank you to our families as we raised over £350
for Comic Relief!

We are pleased to be joining with one of our music teachers to start up
orchestra sessions from the beginning of the summer term. ‘Meridian
Music Makers’ sessions will aim to build children’s confidence and
dexterity on their instrument and to develop skills needed to rehearse
and perform in a group.

Our Year 5 children will be spending a week at Hilltop Outdoor Centre in
North Norfolk at the end of April. This is a great week of outdoor
education and activities which has been always been a highlight for our
children.

Kind regards,

Mrs C. Etchie Headteacher
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 
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Comberton Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Tel: 0345 045 5225

Opening hours:

Monday: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Wednesday: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Friday: 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

We are delighted to announce that Comberton Library have restarted
rhymetime, our next session will be on the 9th May from 10:30 until
11:00am. The sessions run every other Monday during term time.

Queen’s Jubilee Storytime and Craft
Monday 30th May 10.30 -11.30 am
Come along and hear some stories and make a crown to take home, £1
per child.

Would you like to join the library but never find time to visit? Sign up
online and start downloading free eBooks, eMagazines and more
straight away! We have recently introduced card-free membership – find
out more by visiting www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library Of course, you
are also still welcome to come into the library and join in the traditional
way.

Bookings are open for the Spring/Summer Library Presents events and
there are some great events to choose from: https://www.library.live/the-
library-presents-events

16-22 May is Dementia Action Week. The library has books and
information about dementia, to help everyone better understand the
condition and find support if needed.

Please remember we do still have a computer available for use, you can
book online or just pop by to see if it’s free. Book online here: https://
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries/
visit-a-library

Is your Bus Pass due to expire soon or are you newly eligible? If you or
someone you know needs help renewing or applying for their pass we
can assist them at the library, you can renew your pass up to six weeks
before it expires. Please contact us at:
your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 0345 045 5225 to book an
appointment. You are also welcome to just drop in, for renewals all you
need to bring is your current bus pass.
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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Call Gary today on 07706 032544 

Update From The Trustees of Comberton Village Hall
You may have noticed that the letting charges for the village hall were removed
from the last issue of Contact pending a review. The vast majority of our fees
have not increased for 10 years but a range of circumstances has necessitated
a review and you will find the revised rates published at the back of this
month’s issue.

At the height of the Covid pandemic the hall was completely closed with the
resultant loss of all income and even in the subsequent two years the revenue
levels have been much reduced as many groups have simply not returned.
Coupled with the substantial increases in the cost of heating oil and electricity,
and the higher costs of labour and materials when work is required to the fabric
of the building, the trustees have regrettably felt the need to increase the hire
fees to help offset the drop in income alongside the increased costs of running
the hall. Whilst we appreciate that everyone is feeling the pinch on their
expenses in many aspects of life, we still believe the new rates represent
excellent value for money for a modern, clean and warm venue.

We would like to thank you for your understanding and continued support
because it is thanks to people from the village and the local community using
and enjoying the hall that we are able to maintain and run such a lovely venue,
so we look forward to welcoming you to the hall to celebrate your birthdays,
anniversaries, weddings and to enjoy the many clubs and activities which are
held there on a regular basis.

The Trustees of the Comberton Village Institute Trust Charitable Incorporated
Organisation (No. 1189495)

Comberton Allotments & Gardens Association
Spring Plant Sale – Saturday 14th May - 10.00 am - Playschool

Our Spring Plant Sale takes place in the Playschool, by the crossroads,
at 10am - we should have lots of fine flower and vegetable plants to sell
at very reasonable prices. If you carefully cultivate them though the
summer they may even win you prizes in the Autumn Show!

This is a ‘bring and buy’ event so if you have surplus vegetable or flower
plants or shrubs please bring along and add to our stock - profits help to
support the cost of staging the Village Autumn Show.

FREE ENTRY so come early and bag the best bargains.

Annual General Meeting – This will now be held on Thursday 24th
November 7.30 –in the Village Hall. Please note the change of date.

Best kept Allotment Competition – A reminder that this year’s trophy
will be awarded to the Best Kept allotment on the South Street site.

Robin Worship; CAGA Secretary (robin.worship7@gmail.com)
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A G ELECTRICAL 
Little Evesdan 

For all your electrical needs       Domestic Commercial 
Portable Appliance Testing         Digital TV Aerials 

No job too small 

Tel: 01223 262 607     Mobile: 07980486 935 

ag.electrical01@gmail.com 

  
  

  

  

  



17

 

 

A G ELECTRICAL 
Little Evesdan 

For all your electrical needs       Domestic Commercial 
Portable Appliance Testing         Digital TV Aerials 

No job too small 

Tel: 01223 262 607     Mobile: 07980486 935 

ag.electrical01@gmail.com 

  
  

  

  

  

Comberton Celebration Festival
….is soon upon us, with just a month to go, we hope you are all looking
forward to it!

Friday - Sports Events on the Recreation Ground

Saturday - Comberton Celebration Festival on the Recreation
Ground (11am onwards) plus Beacon Lighting at St Mary’s

Sunday - Street Parties as part of the Queens Jubilee - ‘The Big
Jubilee Lunch'

Competitions and Awards
We would like to encourage members of our community to enter one of the

many competitions, under the theme of: ‘Royalty’ and/or ‘Community"

Competitions
Best Decorated House/Business - To be decorated by 12pm on Thursday 26th

May 2022
Best Decorated Street - To be decorated by 12pm on Thursday 26th May 2022
Community Celebration Poster - Sharing what people love about Comberton -
To be displayed on the fence at Comberton Playgroup by 12pm on Thursday

26th May 2022
Best Decorated Jubilee Bicycle/Scooter - To be judged Saturday 4th June

2022, between 2-3pm
Best Fancy Dress - To be judged Saturday 4th June 2022 @ 2-3pm
Best Dressed Pet - To be judged Saturday 4th June 2022 @ 2-3pm

Best Jubilee Bonnet - Hats, Crowns and all royal themed headgear considered
- To be judged Saturday 4th June @ 2-3pm

Awards
Oldest Resident

Jubilee Baby - The first baby to be born in the new Jubilee
Terms and conditions:
The winners of the village competition awards will be announced at the
Celebration Event between 2pm and 3pm on Saturday 4th June. Where there
are enough entries, there will be individual certificates/prizes for Pre School,
Primary, Secondary and Adult entries. The judges decisions will be final.
Further details, terms and conditions can be found on the
website: Comberton.org/CCF-2022
Are you a small business?
During the Comberton Celebration Festival we are keen to support local
businesses to engage and sell their goods and/or services. We have two
business stand options available on Saturday 4th June situated on the
recreation ground. Stands offered at £20/£30 (without/with table/chairs)
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Would you like to sponsor part of the festival?
We have many opportunities for people to sponsor the event financially or in
kind. Please do reach out to us, if you would like to be involved, we are keen to
engage as many local people and businesses as possible.

Please contact jmartin@comberton.org for more details.

Volunteer Opportunities
- Pokemon swop-session/game workshop (ideal for older teenager)
- Running Interesting Workshop
- First Aiders
- Event Wardens

Things required to be borrowed
- Marquees / Pop up Tents
- Tables
- Chairs

Finally, as we mentioned previously, we are looking to install some
further benches on the recreation ground, hopefully before the summer festival.
If you are interested in sponsoring a bench (corporate or in memoriam), please
get in contact with clerk@combertonpc.onmicrosoft.com.

The Comberton Celebration event aims to (re)connect people, groups, clubs
and local businesses after a challenging couple of years. The event aims to be
as inclusive as possible for all members of our community, so please do
contact us if you (or your group) want to get involved. The event is being
sponsored by small grants, and any funds raised over the costs of putting on
this event, run by volunteers, will go to fund recreation facilities for the village.



20

 

 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 
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A Royal Connection
My mother referred on occasions to Uncle Harry “who was station
master at Wolferton.” Wolferton in Norfolk was the station which
served Sandringham. Only much later did curiosity lead me to
find out more about this relative, brother of my great grandfather.
Armed with family information that he had siblings and that his
father, William, had been station master at Audley End for forty
years, I spent time putting flesh on these ancestral bones.
Indeed Harry had siblings: one sister and eight brothers, and a half sister and
two half brothers as, after the death of his wife Mary Ann, William, Harry’s
father, had married his housekeeper, marriage certificate testifies he was 70,
she was 28!

Harry started working for the Great Eastern Railway in 1872 as a probationary
telegraph clerk at Audley End, then became goods clerk and booking clerk
there. In 1877 he became booking clerk at Huntingdon, then Whittlesea in
1878, Downham 1879 and March 1880. In the 1881 census, he appears twice,
as a railway clerk, boarding with a railway colleague in March and as a visitor in
the household headed by 21 year old *Sarah E. Hughes, a farmer of 72 acres.
Whilst at March, he worked as district relieving clerk and became stationmaster
at Fordham where he stayed for only four months before becoming station
master at Wolferton, selected for this prestigious position out of 120 applicants.
In June 1884 whilst at Fordham, he married *Sarah Elizabeth Hughes from
Whittlesea. She worked as waiting room attendant at Wolferton for over 40
years and as postmistress at Wolferton according to the 1901 census. They
had three daughters.

Harry retired from Wolferton in 1924 after what must have been an interesting
and responsible career. The retirement article in the Great Eastern magazine
refers to him being “the proud possessor of quite a large array of medals”. He
and his wife then lived in the old Church Farmhouse at Wolferton provided by
His Majesty the King. Harry died in 1932; the Lynn News and County Press
tribute refers to the many sovereigns, monarchs and statesmen he received at
the station and the high esteem in which he was held by distinguished visitors
who passed through Wolferton, messages of sympathy were sent by the King
and Queen and Princess Victoria to the bereaved relatives. Harry is buried in
Wolferton churchyard with his wife Sarah who died in 1943.

It has indeed been a fascinating journey, uncovering the life of Uncle Harry. He
was affectionately known as the mayor of Wolferton, captained the cricket
team, appeared in local am dram productions and, was in the territorial unit,
some of which formed part of the fifth battalion Norfolk regiment The King’s
Men which was the Lost Battalion at Gallipoli, Suvla Bay in 1915, some of
whom would have departed from Wolferton station.

Harry’s life was truly an adventure. My curiosity has led to another, for me. My
research has also provided the background for a recently published novel: The
Royal Station Master’s Daughters, the first in a trilogy, by Ellee Seymour.

Penny Coe
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build, 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Fitted Wardrobes, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building
with over 25 years experience 

City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

  
      

        
Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 
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April Challenge
Solution THE CHALLENGE

SPONSORED BY COSTCUTTER OF COMBERTON

“ CALL THAT AN ATLAS ? “
In the poor man’s world atlas below London can be found in cell E15 (*) and Quito J9(*)
Using these as guides please locate and record the location of the other 8 ci�es shown
below. 20 points for a correct cell and 15 points if the city is in an adjacent cell to your
selec�on.ie any one of 8 which encircle any one cell. Please note your chosen cell number
against the city in question. Nb.E15 and J9 are 5725 miles apart .Each cell is 833 miles E to
W and 1190 miles N to S and the ‘atlas’ is 24901 miles in both direc�ons. HAPPY HUNTING.

TOKYO(E27) ROME(G16) SANTIAGO(M10 ) LOS ANGELES(G6) MONTREAL(F9) MOSCOW(E19)

MELBOURNE (N28 ) CAPE TOWN(M17)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

A
B
C
D
E * * *
F *
G * *
H
I
J *
K
L
M * *
N *
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U

MAXIMUM POSSIBLE POINTS 160.

WINNER: SuzanneBeaumont of Morris Close.

Two direct hits and four near misses, excellent!
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 Call Stuar t Tunstall for

 
Be sp oke  Cu p b oa r d s  & S h e lvin g ,

Carpentry, Joinery,

Painting & Decorating,

Plaster ing, Tiling and much more…

 

For a fre e  e s timate

te l 0 1223  263664  / 07 957  1 01 814

or e mail s tuartrtunstall@g mail.com

BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing Ltd 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 

Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 

S E DAVEY PLASTERING 

Floor screeding coving 

TEL: 01954210941 - MOB: 07711541799 
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Beating the Bounds
Friends of St Mary’s are warming up!

This briefing follows on from the April Contact article
‘Beating the Bounds’. The Event is set for Sunday 22nd May 2022, in
the afternoon (starting at 2pm and to finish by 4 pm around St Mary’s
Church). We will put details on our website at the beginning of May
(www.friends-of-st-marys-.org.uk).

The sharp-eyed will notice that the ‘Shorter Walk’ does not set foot on
the Parish Boundary at all! The ‘Longer Walk’ does follow a section of
Boundary – see Parish Boundary Ditch and Kentings – but it is pretty
brief. This is a point we will emphasise on the day – if you don’t use the
footpaths you may lose them. Comberton is short on footpaths.

We will all gather for our Longer or Shorter Walk outside St Mary’s
Church and return there to finish. We will distribute Guide materials.
Each Group will be accompanied by a High-viz Friend or two! After the
walks there will be Refreshments outside- in the old style! If you are
keen to join us on Rogation Sunday, 22nd of May and would like to
learn more, please contact me by Email.

Our walks will remind us that Comberton is fully 200 feet above sea
level and you will at times be looking over the Cambridgeshire clay-
lands!

At the end of the Walks there will also be opportunity to learn about
some of the special features inside the Church. These include King
Billy’s Royal Crest, Medieval carvings which survived Cromwell and also
the Nineteenth Century Benefactors Board, which describes the Herring
Lands.

Churchyard Guides will also be on hand to help you find the
Gravestones mentioned in the text accompanying the walk maps - and
that of Henry Day. You will also be able to hear more about the
Churchyard re-Wilding Project!

We hope you have a lovely afternoon. If you are intrigued and want to
know more, or to help us look after the Church and Churchyard fabric
please ask us how you can join the Friends of St Mary’s.

David Hughes FOSM Trustee david@meadowside.com



26

 

 

BLADES FENCING & GARDEN 
SERVICES 

ALL WOODEN FENCING INCL 
NEW/ REPLACEMENT/ REPAIRS/ 

PRESERVATIVES 
HEDGE CUTTING & REDUCTION/

REMOVAL 
SHRUB-SHAPING-REDUCTION-

REMOVAL 
JET WASHING OF PAVING 

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest 
Control Operatives 

Registered waste carrier & Full Public 
Liability Insurance 

www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk 
andy@bladesgardenservices.co.uk 

Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 

Cambourne Self Storage  01767 676189 
24 Hour Access 7 Days a Week 365 Days a Year 

24 Hour Remotely Monitored CCTV—Sensor Flood Lighting 

Keypad Entry & High Security Locks 

Vehicle Access Directly to Unit Doors 

www.CambourneSelfStorage.co.uk  
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The Locust on the Dinner Gong
In September 2008 Stephen Hawking unveiled a City feature which
today sees perhaps more people hanging around in the street than any
other Cambridge tourist attraction. On the face of it we might question
why this should happen outside a decommissioned bank in front of a
clock which is hard to read and which in any case gives the most erratic
estimates of the time.

Well, the bank was the Natwest which, when the lease ran out,
returned the building to the College of Corpus Christi and the Blessed
Virgin Mary, to be converted into a new library for the college. And the
clock? Well, you will have guessed that the “oversize brass dinner gong
with a whopping great locust on top” on the corner of Bene’t Street and
Trumpington Street is the famous Corpus Clock. Its presence owes
everything to certain bi-metal blades which made a fortune for an
alumnus of the college, Dr John Taylor. He gave some of this fortune to
create that library and some more to create the clock. For Dr Taylor, a
liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers, the timepiece
was his masterpiece. He has since made two more.

You can hear Stewart Huxley talking about it in the Village Hall
Comberton on Tuesday 24th May 2022 when the Comberton
Antiquarian Society next meets. Stewart co-founded Huxley – Bertram
Ltd, the engineering firm which put Dr Taylor’s unique ideas into
practice. He will tell the intriguing story of these ideas, and the links with
John Harrison who in 1749 famously designed the chronometer which
revolutionised marine navigation. He will also explain why the clock is
only accurate once every five minutes. And much more.

The Society has recently re-started its monthly meetings which are
usually held on the fourth Tuesday of the month at 8pm. Everyone is
cordially invited to join for the princely annual fee of £10. If you are not
already a member, do come along to this meeting and if you like what
you see, do join the Society. If you want further information, please
contact the Secretary Peter Johnson tel 01223 262708 email
peter.johnson1@talktalk.net, who will send you the Society’s future
programme of talks and excursions.

Godfrey J Curtis
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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Parish Council Update
The Parish Council have agreed to support Cambridgeshire County
Councils 'No Mow May' initiative, where they have asked Parish
Councils to stop cutting verges in May to encourage bees, butterflies
and wildlife to flourish. Cambridgeshire County Council will also stop
cutting Highways owned verges in this time, if it is safe for motorists'
visibility.

Please see here for more information:

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/discover-wild-plants-nature/no-mow-may

Angela Bridges
Clerk - Comberton Parish Council
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Comberton Playgroup Spring/Summer news
Hello Parents, neighbours and friends!
For the first half term at playgroup we focussed on counting, number language
and size. The children enjoyed playing skittles and counting how many they
had knocked over and how many were left standing. Outside we played ‘What’s
the time Mr Wolf’ and we counted the steps towards ‘Mr Wolf’. The Pre-school
children had great fun making bird feeders and learnt about freezing and
melting whilst trying to free penguins from ice blocks!
For Children’s Mental Health week we discussed feelings and emotions and
learnt about PANTS (NSPCC’s underwear rule). In the Pre-school room Holly
Lowing very kindly came in to do a play workshop to help the children to
identify and understand their emotions.
During our second half term we focussed on literacy, with the Pre-school
children making up their own story for a book and the younger children doing
lots of rhyming activities, ending up with making a big wall for Humpty Dumpty
and lots of Humpty Dumptys! The children all had their own ideas on why
Humpty Dumpty fell off the wall from “He lost his balance” to “A T-Rex scared
him”.
The big highlight was at the end of term we took the children in small groups to
have a look round South Street allotments. The children loved it and they all
had a guess at what might be growing in the different plots. One child asking if
they were growing a T-Rex! (you might sense a theme!). We came across
people digging and tending to their plots and very kindly spoke to the children
about what they were doing and pointed us in the right direction for the
chickens! We would like to say a big thank you to Jane Hughes and everyone
we came across on our walks. It was wonderful for the children to learn about
where some of their food comes from and how it’s grown. We have started to
grow some vegetables in the Playgroup garden, and are continuing to develop
our sensory garden. (donations of plants always welcome!)
We can’t wait to come back again soon to see what’s grown!
Finally we were able to have our Easter Eggstravanza this year after 2 years
off! It was a great success, raising over £500! We would like to say a huge
thank you to all of our parents and carers for their support.
Our Messy Play group is open on Monday’s and Thursday’s 9.30-11am. One
hour of Messy Play fun, then half an hour to clean up! Both days are for babies
and toddlers and cost £5. A towel and/or change of clothes is recommended.
Messy play encourages healthy development, allowing children to experience
and explore textures in their own unique way. These sessions allow children to
get messy without the mess at home!
Booking in advance is advised.
01223 262373
comberton.playgroup@btconnect.com
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Comberton Cinema
is showing the highly acclaimed 2021 film of West Side Story, directed
by Steven Spielberg, in the Village Hall on:
Wednesday 18th May – doors open 7.30 film starts 7.45pm
Tickets £4 on the door
If you would like a lift please ring 01223 264075.
This event is sponsored by Comberton Village Hall Trustees.

 

 

Comberton Friendship Club
The Friendship Club is meeting again regularly on the second Thursday
of each month at 2.30pm in the village hall. We are a very friendly group
(hence our name) of retired folk of varying ages and we would love to
see some new faces at our meetings.

Most months we have a speaker, also we have a Summer Buffet Lunch
and our very popular June Strawberry Tea!! Our subs are only £10 per
year and we boost our coffers with a monthly Bring and Buy Stall and
occasional raffles!

Do please give us a try -- we would really love to see you.

Contact me for details - 262990 - sueallin11@btinternet.com

Sue Allin Chairman Friendship Club
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07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 
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Comberton Ramblers
Join our friendly group for wonderful walks

Comberton Ramblers walk alternative Sundays between 5-7 miles. We are a
friendly / informative group and enjoy exploring the varied countryside in this
area.

Walking is one of the easiest ways to get more active, become healthier
and make new friends.

You are welcome to join us on any 2 of ours walks to see if our group is for you.
Then, once you have enjoyed the views, fun, exhilaration, it is just a case of
becoming a member.

Annual membership membership fee is £10.00 per person.

For further information please contact Stella the Secretary.

No dogs allowed only assistance dogs.

Email. stella.hardwicke2274@hotmail.com
Telephone 01954 210049 Mobile 07930951703
https://www.combertonramblers.org.uk

 

 

07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 

Comberton Surgery
As many people will be aware the surgery is facing ongoing challenges with its
prescription service. Whilst demand has increased substantially - we are
dispensing 1000 more items every month compared with last year - the main
problem we face is staffing. Staff sickness due to the pandemic is compounded
by exhaustion from working extra hours.

When a member of staff leaves it has been difficult to find a replacement, but
we are happy to report that we have recently employed two additional
members of staff who are undergoing training. I would also like to pass on our
thanks to a local resident who has been volunteering in dispensary for the last
few months. Her assistance has been invaluable.

We have recently employed the services of an external dispensing doctor
consultancy company to offer us help and advice on how to deal with the
pressures we are facing. We will be following their recommendations to
improve efficiency over the coming months.

We know that a long wait for collecting a prescription is frustrating but please
bear with us and try not take your frustration out on the dispensing staff - they
are doing their very best to serve you and are not responsible for the problems
we are facing.

We are confident you will see a gradual improvement in the service throughout
the year.

Pauline Kitchiner Practice Manager
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to
1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm (midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking.

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request.

*Additional information for groups:

• Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or
fundraising events will be charged the residents evening rates.
Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-
residents evening rates.

• Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to
have child protection and vulnerable adult policies & procedures in
place.

• Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January.

More information, including hall availability, can be found at
www.combertonvillagehall.org

To make a booking contact the Lettings Secretary, Janice Sutton at
combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 07435 324408 (9am to 9pm)

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

 

 

 
Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 
Residents 

Non-
Residents 

Affiliated 
Non-

Affiliated 
Local/Non-
Franchised 

Non-
Local/Franchised 

SESSION Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £20 £30 £15 £25 £35 £40 

Weekday eve. £35 £45 £15 £25 £35 £45 

Weekend eve. £65 £75 £15 £25 £130 £150 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £15 £20 £15 £20 £25 £27.50 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £12.50 £17.50 £12.50 £17.50 £22.50 £25 

 

 

To make a booking contact the Lettings Secretary, Janice Sutton, at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 07435 324408 (9am – 9pm). 
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Comberton

Celebration

Festival
3–5 June 2022

LIVE MUSIC ARTS & CRAFTS

FOOD TRUCKS

BBQ
STALLS
WORKSHOPS SPORTS & GAMES

RAFFLE
CHILDREN’S AREA

BRINGING LOCAL PEOPLE TOGETHER!

PERFORMANCES
YOGA CLASS

VILLAGE RAMBLE 
DRINKS

TOMBOLA

For more details and to sign up — Comberton.org/CCF-2022

BOUNCY CASTLE

WORKSHOP MARQUEE

FOOD TRUCKS

RAFFLE

TOMBOLA

FRIENDSHIP 

GROUP

BROWNIESFOSTER/ADOPT

POP UP TENT

PLAYGROUP

ACTIVITIES  TENT

BAPTIST CHURCH ACTIVITIES  TENT

ST. MARY'S 

ACTIVITIES  TENT

WINE CLUB
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PAVILION

MAIN STAGE STALLS STALLS

ART STUDIO

WOMEN INSTITUTE

POP UP TENT

DRINK VANS

PTA 

POP UP TENT

Comberton

Celebration

Festival
3–5 June 2022

Comberton Recreation Ground

OUTSIDE 

WORKSHOP

Free Entrance – All welcome

ROLL UP @ 

THE BOWLS CLUB
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