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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water 706050

Emergencies 403000
Sewerage Emergencies 0845 7145145

Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Vicar David Newton) 665654
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 9 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
2nd Tuesday (Except Aug) Comberton WI
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Antiquarian

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
(not Dec &
Aug)

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH
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Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the March
magazine by 15th February 2023. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates

Wednesday 1st February Black
Wednesday 8th February Blue/Green
Wednesday 15th February Black
Wednesday 22nd February Blue
Wednesday 1st March Black
Wednesday 8th March Blue/Green

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at http://parish-council.comberton.org/decisions/meetings/

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
The Comberton Contact relies on three key contributions to make it
happen. Firstly, there are our advertisers. They are our only source of
funding for the magazine; unlike many other parish magazines, the
Comberton Contact receives no funding from the Parish Council or
other organisation. If you call upon the services of an advertiser in our
magazine, please tell them that you saw their advert in the Comberton
Contact.

Secondly, there are our contributors. Without the content provided by
village organisations and individual contributors the magazine would be
reduced to an advertising pamphlet. As always, I would love to have
more articles for the magazine - please consider writing something!

And finally, there are our volunteers. Our treasurer Terry Coad manages
the advertising which finances the printing of the magazine. Marian
Dymott organises the distribution of the magazine. But we rely on the
team of deliverers to ensure the magazine arrives on your doorstep. A
big thank you to all of them for their hard work throughout the year !

James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Mr Tim Scott 01223 263434

Moat House, 65 Green End
tscott@comberton.org

Parish Council Clerk Angela Bridges 07735 908030
parishclerk@comberton.org
Comberton Parish Council,
PO Box 300, Royston SG8 1GA

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk

Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrupl@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Michael Atkins 07968 264637
michael.atkins@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build, 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Kitchens, 

Flooring, Fitted Wardrobes, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building
with over 25 years experience 

City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

  
      

        
Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 
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Village Help Scheme

 

 

Comberton Luncheon Club

3 March - The Royal Oak, Barrington 

31 March - The Hoop, Bassingbourne 

All lunches are at 12:30pm 

All welcome - please telephone Frances (01223  264230) a few 

days before to join us 

JACKSON COX 
YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS 
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 Call Stuar t Tunstall for

 
Be sp oke  Cu p b oa r d s  & S h e lvin g ,

Carpentry, Joinery,

Painting & Decorating,

Plaster ing, Tiling and much more…

 

For a fre e  e s timate

te l 01223  2636 64  / 07 957  101 814

or e mail s tuartrtunstall@gmail.com

S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

COMBERTON OPERA 
At the Village Hall 

 

Rossini’s version of Cinderella 
 

 

 

 

 

La Cenerentola 
Joyce DiDonato   Juan Diego Flórez 

Orchestra and chorus of the 
Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona 

 

Wednesday 1st February 2023 
at COMBERTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

Doors open 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start. 
 

Interval with refreshments. Tickets £4 on the door 
 

Enquiries: comberton.opera@gmail.com 
Sponsored by Comberton Village Institute Trust 
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BLADES FENCING & GARDEN 
SERVICES 

ALL WOODEN FENCING INCL 
NEW/ REPLACEMENT/ REPAIRS/ 

PRESERVATIVES 
HEDGE CUTTING & REDUCTION/

REMOVAL 
SHRUB-SHAPING-REDUCTION-

REMOVAL 
JET WASHING OF PAVING 

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest 
Control Operatives 

Registered waste carrier & Full Public 
Liability Insurance 

www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk 
andy@bladesgardenservices.co.uk 

Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 

Cambourne Self Storage  01767 676189 
24 Hour Access 7 Days a Week 365 Days a Year 

24 Hour Remotely Monitored CCTV—Sensor Flood Lighting 

Keypad Entry & High Security Locks 

Vehicle Access Directly to Unit Doors 

www.CambourneSelfStorage.co.uk  
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December Challenge Solution
Young Persons Christmas Special
Sponsored by Costcutter of Comberton

1. What is the yellow part of an egg called? YOLK

2. What is the name of the Fairy in Peter Pan ? TINKERBELL

3. What do caterpillars turn into ? BUTTERFLIES OR MOTHS

4. What is the name of the boy wizard in J K Rowling’s books?
HARRY POTTER

5. How many legs does a spider have ? 8

6. How many days are there in a year ? 365 OR 366

7. How many dwarves are there in Snow White ? 7

8. Which fruit has the same name as its colour ? ORANGE

9. What do tadpoles turn into ? FROGS

10 During which holiday would we expect to see Santa Claus ?
CHRISTMAS

11 What did Jack and Jill go up the hill to fetch ? A PAIL OF WATER

12 The name of Anna /Elsa’s kingdom in Frozen? ARENDELLE

The winner is Aurora Beckwith of Cumbra Place.

Comberton Antiquarian Society
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 28th February at 8pm in the
Village Hall when David Stubbings will give a talk on Cambridge
Clunch.

Clunch is a form of soft, chalky limestone rock that closely resembles
chalk. The cluster of clunch pits dug into the sides of the low chalk
ridges bordering the upper Cam valley are an interesting man - made
feature of the landscape of South Cambridgeshire.
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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The Three Musketeers in Review
Comberton Players were thrilled to be back in Pantoland in December
after a three year break. The cast of The Three Musketeers rose to the
occasion of playing to and entertaining full houses of great audiences.
Perhaps the icing on the [Christmas] cake was the review below that we
received from one audience member, the regional rep for NODA
(National Operatic and Dramatic Association) who sees and reviews
many productions in and around Cambridge.

The Three Musketeers
Comberton Players at Comberton Village Hall

Written & Directed by Rachel Nielsen
Musical Director Dan Blackburn

Choreographer Laurie-Lee McDowell
Producer Anna Edwards

On a freezing cold and foggy Sunday afternoon it was nice to sit in a
lovely warm venue to be transported to Paris for Comberton Players’
latest pantomime The Three Musketeers written and directed by the
talented Rachel Nielsen. The script was a funny and clever take on the
famous tale but, of course, this is panto so it wasn't true to Alexandre
Dumas’ original story. Taxes are high, people are miserable and the
Musketeers are out of work. Cardinal Richelieu is plotting to oust the
(rather silly) King with the help of Milady de Winter. Enter the young,
earnest, determined D’Artagnan intent on joining the Musketeers and
help them foil the Cardinal & Milady’s plot.

The well designed setting made the most of the space available and
given there was no capacity for any moveable scenery, scenes flowed
into each other smoothly with cast moving larger items and props on
and off quickly and in the main unobtrusively. Costumes, sound and
lighting were all good. MD Dan Blackburn and Choreographer Laurie-
Lee McDowell made good use of the talent in the cast. Solos, duets and
ensemble singing were excellent and the choreography well executed.

The fifteen young performers who were Sweeps, Guards, Jewellers and
the Chorus performed with confidence and obvious ability. A special
“well done” mention to Annie and Freya on the “Cups and Clapping”
routine. This called for their complete concentration and they carried it
out to perfection.

A strong and talented cast of principals ensured the show had good
pace, lots of energy and some great singing. In an exceptional
performance Rufus J was super confident and energetic as D’Artagnan
more than holding his own amongst the older experienced Principals, all
the time very ably supported by his trusty steed Maple Stirrup beautifully
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played by Freya LN. The Musketeers: Athos (Dan Edwards), Porthos
(Elliott Noble) and Aramis Laurie-Lee McDowell were splendid as they
went from being out of work to heroes in two and a half hours. Three
first-rate performances.

Of course we had to have baddies for them to overcome and these
came in the guise of Graham Seed as Cardinal Richelieu and Beth
Walthew as that bewitching beauty Milday de Winter. These two were
helped — or rather hindered — by the inept guards Roque and Fort
played by Mole Piotrowicz and Steve Kennett. Loved the art gallery
paintings of The Mona Lisa and The Scream. Very funny. Excellent
support came from Victoria Saul (Queen Anne) Bill Adams (King Louis),
Yogendra Parmar (Constance), Glynis Ellis (Fleur) the young Eve E
(Gem) and Rachel Nielsen doing a Hitchcock as Parisian. The story was
linked together well by Catherine Leroy as Eiffel (Paris Personified) who
had eyes and ears everywhere, in fact she was rarely off stage.

This was a great show, all the necessary elements for success were
there, and Rachel Nielsen’s production of her own clever script did a
good job in bringing them together. Congratulations to all involved and
thank you for inviting me.

Julie Petrucci
Regional Representative NODA East (District Four South)

f you want to know more about Noda go to https://www.noda.org.uk
where you can also read the review in its 'official' form at
https://www.noda.org.uk/show-reports/the-three-musketeers

Comberton Ramblers
If you like walking and enjoy the countryside we are the walking group
for you. Comberton Ramblers walk an average of 5 - 6 miles every
fortnight on a Sunday.

To view our walk programme & photos please go to our web page:
https://www.combertonramblers.org.uk

So why not give us a try, you’ll have the benefit of an exhilarating
walk plus the companionship of a group of like-minded people.

For more information please contact the Secretary Stella.

Tel: 01954 210049 Email: stella.hardwicke2274@hotmail.com
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Barton Bridge Club
Barton Bridge Club has been a successful bridge club for many years
and is now looking to increase its membership. It is a very friendly club
with sessions held once a week on Wednesday evenings in Barton
Village Hall, next to the school and ‘The Hoops’ public house. The Hall
has recently been refurbished, including insulation, which makes it a
warm and comfortable environment and there is plenty of free parking
right outside. Barton is just west of Cambridge and is very easy to
access via the M11, A10, A603 and surrounding villages.

If you are interested in playing bridge on a regular basis or are keen to
join a new club or take up the game again, please contact the Secretary,
details below, to discuss it.

Jenny Edwards
Secretary
01763 241092
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07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 

 

THE SHED 

Following the note about developing ‘A Shed’ in Comberton, a number of people 

have come forward to suggest they might be interested in being involved and 

getting it started! 

The most important thing now is to identify some possible locations:  

We need an accessible space, the size of a large shed (or bigger). It 

would need to be available at least 2 mornings a week, with space to 

store tools. Ideally, The Shed would have its own space. 

Any ideas? Email the vicar on davidnewton@lordsbridge.org 

What is A Shed? 

A Shed is a community space for people to connect, converse and create. A 

Shed provides a space for people to do woodwork, or other bits of DIY, alongside 

other people. Sheds help reduce loneliness and isolation, and provide a lot of 

fun.  

We are being encouraged by local NHS partners to see if we can start a Shed in 

Comberton. We need a venue, and an initial group who are willing to get it off 

the ground… 

Find out more: menssheds.org.uk. 

There is a Shed in Bar Hill, and one in development in Cambourne. 

Think you might be up for getting involved:  

email the vicar on davidnewton@lordsbridge.org 
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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Village Pond Feeding Tips
It is wonderful to have our newly restored village pond full of water and
beginning to attract wildlife.

Nine out of ten ducks agree that feeding ducks is a fun and
wholesome activity. But before you head off to our local
pond, here are a few things to keep in mind:

DON’T: Leave bread at the pond because it will attract rats.

DON’T: Feed ducks bread or junk food. Foods like bread
and crackers have no nutritional value to ducks and can
cause malnutrition and painful deformities if consumed too much.

DO: Feed ducks cracked corn, oats, rice, birdseed, frozen peas,
chopped lettuce, or sliced grapes. These foods are similar to natural
foods ducks will forage for on their own.

DON’T: Leave uneaten food lying around. Leftover food in the water can
rot and cause deadly algae blooms that affect local wildlife.

At the moment the pond is rejuvenating so don't dump plants as they
may conflict with the plan..

Don't leave food around the pond unless you see actively feeding ducks
it will NOT encourage ducks !

Richard Elleray
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Tel: 07725000950 

Email: info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 

YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS  
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February Challenge
Sponsored by Costcutter of Comberton

“EYE DON’T MIND IF I DO“, HOMONYMS , A PAW MAN’S PUZZLE

Each of the paired clues listed below lead to two words which are
homonyms i.e. words which are pronounced the same but spelt quite
differently e.g. A proverb/Fly high leads you to SAW and SOAR.

Old Bailey/Arrested …………………………………………
Kenneth ? Actor/Othello …………………………………………
Table setting/Flat fish …………………………………………
Tiny arachnid/Power …………………………………………
Building area/Vision …………………………………………
Thrash/A source of sugar …………………………………………
Condescend/Great dog …………………………………………
Venison/Foxhunt …………………………………………
Crew/Consumed …………………………………………
Spinnaker/Closing down event? ..............................................
Cry/ Ahab’s nemesis ………………………………………….
Kung Fu animal/Indulge ………………………………………….
Eliptical flatfish/The lungs of a goose ………………………..
Posted/Perfume ………………………………………….
Naked/Paddington ………………………………………….
Husky/Arkle ………………………………………….
Wonder/Rowing aid …………………………………………..
Cockney thought/ ? Baxter,Bilko’s home …………………………

Entries please to the Challenge Box in Costcutter no later than the 14th
February.

The prize, liquid and confectionery goodies generously donated by the
store, will be awarded to the first correct entry out of the hat.

Name / Address ……………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………

 

 

Tel: 07725000950 
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Plumbing 
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 
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Comberton Library
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Tel: 0345 045 5225
Opening hours:
Monday: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Wednesday: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm and 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Friday: 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm
Saturday: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

It is lovely and warm in the library
so why not pop in and choose a
book, sit and relax for a while, use
one of our computers (free WiFi
for all), or join one of our regular
groups - Knit and Natter and
Rhymetime.

Knit and Natter is open to all
(and if you can’t knit just come
along for the natter). We meet
from 10.30 am – 11.30 am and
chat, coffee and biscuits are
provided. Our next sessions are
on Monday 6th and 27th in
February, and Monday 13th and
27th in March.

Rhymetime is designed for children aged 0-4 to come along and have
some noisy fun between 10.30 am to 11.00 am. Our next sessions are
on Monday 20th February and Monday 20th March.

More Dates for your Diary:

On Monday 13th February (half term) 10.30 am – 11.30 am we will be
holding a Vintage/Retro games event in the library for children aged
between 5-11 (ish), so please come along and see what games we
have for you to play.

Monday 6th March between 10.30 am – 11.30 am there will be a
special bee themed story and craft event in the library where you can
make a bee-utiful item.

And on Wednesday 8th March 3.00 pm – 5.00 pm The Museum of
Cambridge will be visiting us to talk about their amazing collection and
to share some stories with us - I can’t wait to find out which tales they
will tell.
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 

For more information about these and other events due to be held in
Comberton and other Cambridgeshire Libraries, please keep a look out
for our latest What’s On brochure, as well as checking the library
website, Cambridgeshire Libraries Facebook page, posters and
literature in the library - or simply ask the friendly librarians for further
details.
Finally, we know that many people are worried about the high cost of
living at the moment, so if you need advice or support we can help you
find useful information or direct you to organisations that offer support.
Please ask in the library for more details.

 

 

Comberton Players Pantomime in the Village Hall
After a three year break of no pantomime in the Village Hall (due to
Covid) Comberton Players returned with The Three Musketeers. Not
usually regarded as pantomime material, Rachel Nielsen’s clever script
certainly made it into one. Rachel also directed the pantomime and
performed in it (albeit a small part). She has written and directed
excellent pantomimes in the past and this was no exception. The
audience was thoroughly entertained by the performance with a cast of
over 30 including numerous young people. The pantomime was
supported by an excellent production team.

Why go into Cambridge for a pantomime when such productions as this
are on our doorstep?

Malcolm Wright
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A G ELECTRICAL 
Little Evesdan 

For all your electrical needs       Domestic Commercial 
Portable Appliance Testing         Digital TV Aerials 

No job too small 

Tel: 01223 262 607     Mobile: 07980486 935 

ag.electrical01@gmail.com 
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Friends of St Mary’s 

New Chairman’s Report       February 2023 

 
I have now resumed the Chairmanship of FOSM, having completed my term as President of the Brit-
ish Section of Ingenieurs et Scientifiques de France.  I am grateful to  Godfrey Curtis who stood in as 
Chairman in my absence from 2019 and brought fresh energy to our activities especially to our pub-
licity and the carpark and Churchyard wall repair projects, all despite Covid.   

 
At the beginning of 2022 FOSM stirred again after COVID. More restoration work was necessary for 
the fabric of St. Mary’s Church. Funds to be raised and people to be gathered! Owing to continued 
postponement by the builders, repair of the wall has been delayed “until better weather”. Grant   
application for the main car park progresses. 
The upgrade of the car park will provide hard standing for disability parking. Fresh gravel will prevent 
the pooling rainwater which prevents parking. This car park is not simply for the Church’s use.
 It is also a gateway. Visitors come to care for graves, for quiet or to watch the seasonal changes 

happening in the Churchyard with the Re-wilding Project. They may come to walk the Causeway or 

to tramp the old ridgeways on the south side of Comberton. The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is 

determined to keep the Church open for Visitors in the daytime. Only last October thieves broke in      

-the Church is a little remote from the village. Break-ins damage the security systems. Repairs, 

replacements and  insurance all cost the PCC more money. 

Throughout the year we have placed articles in Contact. Last year we organised a special Sunday 

afternoon of walking on Sunday 22nd May 2022. Our thanks to Paul Hardy, Revd. Chris Westgarth, 

and Jane Hughes, in particular. The Walks picked up on an old tradition of Beating the Bounds on 

Rogation Sunday.   A merry band of walkers from Comberton and beyond took part. We tell the 

story on the notice board inside the Church which is open to visitors during daylight hours. We hope 

to repeat this walking event 14th May 2023. Look out for the posters.  

Historically, FOSM was created after a detailed inspection of the Church (2014 Quinquennial) 

showed much decay. Then thieves stole lead from the north roof. Repair work started and to date 

we have been able to support this work financially to the value £25,300. 

The next 5 yearly inspection will be in 2024. No doubt there will be more restoration work to be 

done. Covid and last summer’s heat have greatly hindered the ongoing repair work. It rained hard 

before Christmas and as I sat singing Carols, I felt several drips of water on my head from the                           

leaking roof! The floor and front benches are stained from repeated water leaks.                                                                                                                                                                                       

We know that the whole nave roof will need to be re-leaded quite soon. This is a big, expensive 

undertaking although, once done, it will keep the building dry for another 100 years. Let us see what 

the Quinquennial 2024 has to say! 

Our first Fundraise of 2023 is 18th February and will be a Recital of Harp and Organ music. Please 

look out for the flyers around the village and for details in this February issue of Contact. We hope 

you will be able to come. Even better, ask how you can help the Friends of St. Mary’s. We hope you 

will join us. 

 Dr David R Hughes    Chairman FOSM           1st February 2023  
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Friends of St Mary’s
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Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 

 

Why not come on a low-cost trip to France this Spring!  

A coach starting from Comberton is booked for the long weekend of Saturday 

April 29th, returning on Monday May 1st (bank holiday).  We will be crossing 

by ferry, and staying as usual with families in our twin village of Le Vaudreuil 

in Normandy - near the River Seine about 10 miles from Rouen. Cost is only 

£70 per adult, children half-price. 

For two decades, we have made and received annual visits, and many close 

friendships have been formed.  The aim of the group is for families, couples 

and individuals to experience the way of life in each other’s communities, 

staying in homes.  A return visit by the French will probably be this autumn. 

Speaking French is NOT a requirement, although it is a great opportunity for 

young and not-so-young to improve their language skills. 

For more information, see CombertonTwinning.org.uk, or scan the QR code 

above. To join the coach trip, contact Glynis Ellis, tel 262214, email 

secretary@combertontwinning.org.uk. 

Don't dither - give us a call! 
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Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to
1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm (midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking.

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request.

*Additional information for groups:

• Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or
fundraising events will be charged the residents evening rates.
Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-
residents evening rates.

• Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to
have child protection and vulnerable adult policies & procedures in
place.

• Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January.

More information, including hall availability, can be found at
www.combertonvillagehall.org

To make a booking contact the Village Hall Administrator, Janice Sutton
at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 07435 324408 (9am to 9pm).
Please note that this is a part-time role carried out around my job. If I
am unable to answer your call please leave a message and I will phone
you back, or send me an email.

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

 

 

 
Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 
Residents 

Non-
Residents 

Affiliated 
Non-

Affiliated 
Local/Non-
Franchised 

Non-
Local/Franchised 

SESSION Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £20 £30 £15 £25 £35 £40 

Weekday eve. £35 £45 £15 £25 £35 £45 

Weekend eve. £65 £75 £15 £25 £130 £150 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £15 £20 £15 £20 £25 £27.50 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £12.50 £17.50 £12.50 £17.50 £22.50 £25 

 

 

To make a booking contact the Lettings Secretary, Janice Sutton, at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 07435 324408 (9am – 9pm). 
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4040

Teams of up to 8 players - £8 per ticket. Not enough 
players to make up  a full team? Ask if there is anyone

 looking to make up a full team when making enquiries.  
Ploughman's Supper provided. Please let us know of any 

special dietary requirements.  Please bring your own

or email Gillian at gillian.barker25@mypostoffice.co.uk

Comberton Bowls Club Springtime Quiz

Comberton Village Hall Saturday 4th March

Doors open 6.30pm Quiz starts 7.00pm

favourite tipple with glasses.

There will be a raffle with great prizes

To book your table, please contact Irene, 

our President, on 01223-262084 / 07474501472


