
COMBERTON CONTACT
NOVEMBER 2024

Art & Craft 
Exhibition 

2024 

at  

St Mary’s 

Church 
Comberton 

CB23 7ED 

Friday  

22nd 

Saturday  

23rd 

& Sunday  

24th 

November 

10 am to 4 pm 

www.stmaryscomberton.org 

entry free 



2

Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water Emergencies 01223 706050
Anglia Water Sewerage Emergencies 03457 145 145
Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Curate Chris Westgarth) 07710 661003
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 7 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 3.40pm - 5.35pm Children’s Street Dance

Classes
MS

Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
Tuesday 1.30pm - 4pm Fabric and Yarns BC
Tuesday 6.45pm - 7.30pm ChaSamba Adult Fitness MS
2nd Tuesday 8pm (Except Aug) Comberton WI VH
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Antiquarian

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 2pm - 3:30pm
(term time only)

Bumps & Babes BC

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
(not Dec &
Aug)

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH
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Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the
December magazine by 15th November 2024. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Thursday 7th November Blue/Green
Thursday 14th November Black
Thursday 21st November Blue/Green
Thursday 28th November Black
Thursday 5th December Blue/Green

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at https://comberton-pc.gov.uk/decisions-meetings/agendas-and-minutes

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
Thank you for all your
contributions this month, and
apologies if I had to edit or
couldn’t fit your article in at all.
If you are short of something to
do during the longer dark
evenings why not consider
creating an advent window - see
the article on page 35.
There are plenty of other evening
activities going on too in our
village.
James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Jennifer Martin

jen.martin@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Parish Council Clerk Jessie Brewer

clerk@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Comberton Parish Council
PO Box 1549
CAMBRIDGE DO
CB1 0ZS

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk
Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrup@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Michael Atkins 07968 264637
michael.atkins@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org

 

Christingle  

Service 

1st December, 3pm  

at St Mary’s Church 

All Welcome! 



7

Village Help Scheme

Comberton Luncheon
Club
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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St Mary’s Comberton
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Meridian Primary School
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November Challenge
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-Op
You are halfway there already……………..
I fully appreciate that you will all be very familiar with Nyke
Champflower, Sheepy Magna and Wormelow Trump but can you
complete the following? The vast majority can be described as local but
one or two are situated further afield. Alternatives exist and will be
accepted.
…….. Mountfitchet ….….Piggots ……..Hatley
……..Parva ……..Abbey ……..Bonhunt
……..Orcas ……..Abbot ……..Everard
……..Wells ……..Gransden ……..Grey
……..Sudbury ……..Ongar ……..Walden
……..Morden ……..Tey ……..Drayton
……..Darcy ……..Ditton ……..End
……..Hadham ……..Bottom ……..Bulbeck
……..Prior ……..Lodge ……..Poges
…….Colville ……..Cum-Quy ……..Bumstead
……..Camps** ……..Ripton ……..Pelham
……..Norton ……..Ambo ……..Auckland
……..Abbots ……..Hill ……..All Saints.
……..Camps** ** Not a duplication
Entries please to CO-OP store no later than 14th November . The very
‘norty’ prize of wine and chocolates generously donated by the store
goes to the first correct entry out of the hat.
Name/Address………………………………………………………………
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BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 
Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 

YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS  
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Comberton Opera
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 



17

 

 

Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 

Comberton Parish Council Bulletin
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Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 



2121

 

 

Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 



22

 

 

MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 
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Comberton Antiquarian Society
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 26th November at 8pm in the
Village Hall when Allen Packwood will give a talk entitled

Churchill and D-Day
Allen Packwood is a Fellow of Churchill College, Cambridge, and the
Director of the Churchill Archives Centre. He is recognised for his
expertise on Churchill and has lectured extensively in both the United
Kingdom and the United States.

SAVE THE DATE!

The Comberton Village Hall Christmas Fayre will be held on
the morning of Saturday 7th December 2024.

More details to follow next month but please put the date in
your diary and come along.

Poppy Appeal Collection
There will be a collection for the poppy appeal at the Duck Pond on
Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd November. 10.00 am - 2.00 pm. There will
be a small WW2 RAF display and the jeep will also be there. Please
come along and support.
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 

October Challenge Solution
SPONSORED BY COMBERTON CO-OP
PF Pink Floyd NKOB New Kids on the Block
DCF Dave Clark Five OD One Direction
PH Procol Harum LZ Led Zeppelin
BB Beach Boys BS Black Sabbath
SG Spice Girls RHCP Red Hot Chilli Peppers
SF Small Faces SD Steely Dan
BCR Bay City Rollers BF Bucks Fizz
GD Grateful Dead ELO Electric Light Orchestra
BG Bee Gees DD Duran Duran
CCR Credence Clearwater Revival VU Velvet Underground
DS Dire Straits DP Deep Purple
FM Fleetwood Mac JT Jethro Tull
BJ Bon Jovi DM Depeche Mode
RB Righteous Brothers TH Talking Heads
DL Def Leppard GA Girls Aloud
TFF Tears For Fears BEP Black Eyed Peas
RS Rolling Stones HH Hermans Hermits
IM Iron Maiden EB Everley Brothers
The winner is Paul Deal of Fox’s Way.
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

Comberton Ramblers
If you like walking and enjoy the countryside we are the walking group
for you. Comberton Ramblers walk an average of 5-6. miles every fort-
night on a Sunday.
To view our walk programme + photo's please go to our web-page.
https://www.combertonramblers.org.uk
So why not give us a try, you’ll have the benefit of an exhilarating walk
plus the companionship of a group of like-minded people .
You can have 2 free walks and if you like us we would appreciate you
becoming a member.
Membership fee is £10.00 per person.
For more information please contact the Secretary Stella.
Email Stella.hardwicke2274@hotmail.com

Macmillan Coffee Morning
Thank you to everyone who came and bought cakes and raffle tickets.
The coffee morning was held at The Arbory Trust Woodland Burial
Ground in Barton on Saturday 28th September and raised £1634.50.
Barbara Segrave

MINI ALLOTMENT

A small allotment, located behind the old village hall,
approximately 4m x 3m,

may be available for rent from January 2025.

If you are interested please contact the Village Hall Chairman
Brian McCabe

on combertonvh.chairman@gmail.com or 01223 263387.
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.00 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 



29

 

 

STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.00 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 

Colin R Lattimore (1934-2024)
Colin never lived in Comberton, but his membership of the Comberton Antiquarian
Society which he supported and promoted for several decades, ensured him many
close friends in the village, which might have led some to believe otherwise. For
many of those years he was the diligent and kindly President of the Society,
retiring only relatively recently. Sadly, after a short deterioration in health, he
died on the 1st October in Needingworth in the house to which he had lately moved
to share with his son and family. The Society will miss him and in expressing their
condolences, remind us here of some of his many achievements.
Dr. Colin Lattimore OBE JP BSc(Lond) MB MFPHM FSA DARCS, retired in 2017 as
Director of Public Health in Huntingdon. He continued to work as a magistrate and
Deputy Coroner for South and West Cambridgeshire until the last few years when
ill health overtook him. He had been awarded his OBE in 2004 for services to
English Decorative and Applied Fine Arts and for community services in Cambridge.
Over the course of this varied and successful life he had been Master (1999) of the
Worshipful Company of Clockmakers and Keeper of the Company Silver. Other
appointments included President (1999) of the British Horological Institute and
Keeper of Clocks and Watches at the Fitzwilliam Museum, University of Cambridge,
and he valued very much his election to Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries in
2017. His major interest lay in clocks which led to his well-received lecture “The
History of the Long Case Clock” which he gave on numerous occasions. He wrote
several books on subjects relating to antiques, including a definitive reference
study “English Nineteenth Century Press-moulded Glass” (1979). He was an active
member of the Bookplate Society who published his “Erotic Bookplates”(1990) as
well as two further titles “The Bookplates of Miss C Helard and Other Related
Matters”(2012). and a history of Ducal bookplates “Strawberry Leaves: an Account
of Some Ducal Families and their Bookplates”(2017). He was struggling at the time
of his death to complete a definitive reference work on antique tie pins of which he
had a collection of well over 1000 examples. His collections in fact reflected his
ubiquitous interests. From pop-up books to fine 18th century porcelain, from early
19th century bone rulers to carefully selected watercolours: a huge collection of
watches and much more. A lot of his antique miscellanea were housed in two
impressive vitrines which invited hands-on investigation.
He was an engaging and interesting speaker who over the years was a regular
lecturer for a variety of societies. He was listed by the Arts Society, until recently
known as NADFAS (National Association of Decorative and Fine Arts Societies), for
whom he travelled across UK over many years visiting various of the many
societies in the association. Never a member of NADFAS, the Comberton
Antiquarian Society was founded independently just over 50 years ago. From soon
after Its inauguration Colin became involved, giving many lectures from his wide
knowledge of antiques and eventually becoming , as noted above, President of the
Society. Despite his many other activities he continued to give unfailing support to
the Society’s activities well into his last decade until his retirement two years ago.
His wife Isobel predeceased him on Christmas Eve 2020. She had been an equally
staunch supporter of this Society and equally qualified in her own right in fields
similar to Colin’s, being a Liveryman of not only the Clockmakers Company but also
of the Worshipful Company of Broderers. Together they had been deeply involved
in the preservation of these ancient Companies and the associated skills within the
City of London. They leave two children Ian and Angela, their eldest daughter
Fiona having died tragically some forty or so years ago.
Godfrey J Curtis Chairman Comberton Antiquarian Society
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Artisanal handmade sourdoughs, specialty 
breads, and pastries. All of our offerings are fresh 

baked made to order. Ready for Pickup or Delivery 
times can be selected when orders are placed.  

Local delivery available to Comberton, Hardwick, 
Cambourne, Toft and surrounding areas! 

www.victoriarosebakery.com  

info@victoriarosebakery.com 

victoriaroseartisanbakery 

 

 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 



31

 

 

 
 
 

Artisanal handmade sourdoughs, specialty 
breads, and pastries. All of our offerings are fresh 

baked made to order. Ready for Pickup or Delivery 
times can be selected when orders are placed.  

Local delivery available to Comberton, Hardwick, 
Cambourne, Toft and surrounding areas! 

www.victoriarosebakery.com  

info@victoriarosebakery.com 

victoriaroseartisanbakery 

 

 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 



32

 

 

C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Flooring 

Kitchen Refurbishments, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building

with over 30 years experience 
City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

    

      

Jmoorecapentry@sky.com 

    

Walking to our Twin Village 

in France! 

To mark the 25th anniversary of the twinning of Comberton and Le Vaudreuil 
in Normandy, Comberton resident Daniel Clark walked from England to 
France.  An experienced long distance walker Daniel said “there is no 
organised walking route between our two villages, so it took a bit of time to 
create something, but it was a good walk and hopefully it added a little 
something to the event in Le Vaudreuil”. 

 

From the 1950s, twinning aimed to help relations between European nations. 
After initial exploration by two Comberton families in 1998, Le Vaudreuil was 
chosen to be the twin village for Comberton as it is also near a university city, 
is of similar size and was near enough to enable long weekend visits. The first 
twinning ceremony took place in Comberton in September 1999 when the 
twinning Charter was signed. Since then, there have been annual visits from 
each village to the other, continuing despite Brexit!  Our 2024 visit was 20-
22nd September, close to when we signed the charter 25 years ago.  

Whilst 29 members of Comberton Twinning Association arrived by coach, 
Daniel arrived by foot: “I quite enjoy A to B treks, but this one was a little 
different. Most long-distance walks have guidebooks or route apps that lay 
out the route for you and provide a lot of information supporting your walk. I 
had to piece together a route to take me from Comberton, south through 
London, across on a ferry and then onward into France. The walk took 12 
days, including a half day of sightseeing in Rouen. My nights were a mixture 
of single night B&B type accommodations and a few wild camping nights.” 
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is of similar size and was near enough to enable long weekend visits. The first 
twinning ceremony took place in Comberton in September 1999 when the 
twinning Charter was signed. Since then, there have been annual visits from 
each village to the other, continuing despite Brexit!  Our 2024 visit was 20-
22nd September, close to when we signed the charter 25 years ago.  

Whilst 29 members of Comberton Twinning Association arrived by coach, 
Daniel arrived by foot: “I quite enjoy A to B treks, but this one was a little 
different. Most long-distance walks have guidebooks or route apps that lay 
out the route for you and provide a lot of information supporting your walk. I 
had to piece together a route to take me from Comberton, south through 
London, across on a ferry and then onward into France. The walk took 12 
days, including a half day of sightseeing in Rouen. My nights were a mixture 
of single night B&B type accommodations and a few wild camping nights.” 

Comberton Twinning
Association
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“I've walked in the company of bears and snakes on the Appalachian Trail, 
watched daily sunrises on sea cliffs on the South West Coast Path and walked 
across sands at low tide to Lindisfarne;  but this was a little different. There 
was much more walking on concrete than I was used to. Once in France my 
route included part of the medieval Chasse Marée fish trail. The route had 
fixed dates for the sea crossing and my arrival in Le Vaudreuil. Fixed dates are 
not something long distance hikers are used to!" 

We look forward to see how the Valderoliens arrive in 2025 – maybe look out 
for bicycles? For more info see http://CombertonTwinning.org.uk.  
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Comberton Advent Windows Needs You!
Over the past few years the village has run an advent windows event.
Each day of advent a new window is revealed, creating a trail and
bringing some cheer and fun in the run up to Christmas. We are looking
for volunteers to create a window this year. If you would like to be
involved please email julietdb@googlemail.com with your house
number and street name by November 14th.
Frequently asked questions
Do I need to have a big window?
Not at all – we’ve seen everything from every front window of a house to
just one quarter of a small kitchen window and they’re all just as
delightful to discover. All you need is a window that can be seen from
the street.
I’m not at all creative – I can’t do a window!
That’s not a question. But anyone can do a window. If you are stuck
there are lots of ideas online and you can use anything from window
crayons, to cut-outs, to things balanced on the windowsill. And everyone
is creative in some way – sign up and you might surprise yourself.
Does it have to light up?
Because we are entering the season of dark evenings, it’s really nice if
your window can be seen when it’s dark. This can be achieved by
adding some light or fairy lights to the display or leaving a light on in the
room – it’s really effective to combine tissue paper with sugar paper with
a room light behind.
How long do I have to leave it up for?
Your window should be ready from 7pm on your day until December
27th (for those who want to do the whole trail in one go).
Look out for the list of windows in the next issue of Contact and happy
window spotting!
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BLADES FENCING & GARDEN 
SERVICES 

ALL WOODEN FENCING INCL 
NEW/ REPLACEMENT/ REPAIRS/ 

PRESERVATIVES 
HEDGE CUTTING & REDUCTION/

REMOVAL 
SHRUB-SHAPING-REDUCTION-

REMOVAL 
JET WASHING OF PAVING 

Licensed Chemical Weed & Pest 
Control Operatives 

Registered waste carrier & Full Public 
Liability Insurance 

www.bladesgardenservices.co.uk 
andy@bladesgardenservices.co.uk 

Tel: Mobile 07939 114337 

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 

Do you need 
financial advice? 

 Mrs Naz Miller is a financial adviser with over 30 years  
experience in the finance industry. Now living in Chesterton, 
Naz offers a local, friendly and worthwhile financial advice 

service. 

Contact her on 07496 488090 or 
email Nusrat.miller@sjpp.co.uk 

Cambridge and Ely Financial Services is an Appointed 
Representative of and represents only St. James's Place 

Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising 

solely on the group's wealth management products and 
services, more details of which are set out on the group's 
website http://www.sjp.co.uk/products. 

The St. James's Place Partnership and the 
titles 'Partner' and 'Partner 

Practice' are marketing terms used to describe 
St. James's Place representatives 

AIP Approved 12/02/2024 
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Comberton Men’s Shed
This month the Comberton shedders visited the Letchworth manshed
based on the Standalone open farm in a converted pigsty. The
Letchworth group had several projects going including a pumpkin
display rack and repairs to a horse drawn cart. We picked up some
ideas for laying out our own shed plus advice on insurance, health and
safety; there was also a very handy cafe on site for more tea and
biscuits. A big vote of thanks to Sharon Chandler for the band saw
donation, very handy.
For more information contact Steve 07926 909043 or Mike 07549 137143

 

 

St Mary’s Church 
 Comberton 

 
 

in the Village Hall 

on Saturday 30
th

 November 

10.00 - 12.00 
 

Entrance £1 to include Coffee and Mince pie 
 

Leprosy Christmas cards  

Christmas Cake    

Cake Stall    

Raffle    

Crafts 

Books 
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Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 
Residents 

Non-
Residents 

Affiliated 
Non-

Affiliated 
Local/Non-
Franchised 

Non-
Local/Franchised 

SESSION Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £25 £35 £20 £30 £40 £45 

Evenings 
(except 

Saturday) 
£40 £50 £20 * £30 * £40 £50 

Saturday eve. £70 £85 £20 * £30 * £145 * £165 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £17.50 £22.50 £17.50 £22.50 £30 £32.50 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £15 £20 £15 £20 £25 £27.50 

 

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to 1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm 

(midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).  

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking. 

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request. 

*Additional information for groups: 

 Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or fundraising events will be charged the residents 

evening rates. Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-residents evening rates. 

Local/Non-franchised Community Commercial lettings can be reduced from £145 to £70 at the discretion of 

the Trustees, if the event is for a suitable charity. Groups should write to the Lettings Secretary with their 

request, including information on the charity, and this will be considered by the Trustees.  

 Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to have child protection and vulnerable adult 

policies & procedures in place 

 Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January. 

More information, including hall availability, can be found at www.combertonvillagehall.org  

To make a booking contact the Village Hall Administrator, Janice Sutton at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 

07435 324408 (9am to 9pm). Please note that this is a part-time role carried out around my job. If I am unable to 

answer your call please leave a message and i will phone you back, or send me an email. 

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

 

 

Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges
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