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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water Emergencies 01223 706050
Anglia Water Sewerage Emergencies 03457 145 145
Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Curate Chris Westgarth) 07710 661003
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 7 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 3.40pm - 5.35pm Children’s Street Dance

Classes
MS

Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
Tuesday 1.30pm - 4pm Fabric and Yarns BC
Tuesday 6.45pm - 7.30pm ChaSamba Adult Fitness MS
2nd Tuesday 8pm (Except Aug) Comberton WI VH
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Heritage

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 2pm - 3:30pm
(term time only)

Bumps & Babes BC

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
(not Dec &
Aug)

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH
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Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the March
magazine by 15th February 2026. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates

Thursday 29th January Blue
Thursday 5th February Black
Thursday 12th February Blue & Green
Thursday 19th February Black
Thursday 26th February Blue
Thursday 5th March Black

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at https://comberton-pc.gov.uk/decisions-meetings/agendas-and-minutes

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
We have had plenty of gloomy and cold days
over the last few weeks, but today I saw
snowdrops appearing in our garden and felt
a few rays of sunshine which were most
welcome. The days are definitely starting to
get a bit longer, and whilst winter is not over
yet, spring is coming.

If you enjoy being outside and eating your
own produce why not consider a small
allotment? There are three half plots
available in South Street, see page 11 for
details.

This month I have included an update from
our local MP, Pippa Heylings - I note that she
is arranging meetings between the Rail
Minister and affected Parish Councils.

James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Jennifer Martin

jen.martin@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Parish Council Clerk Jessie Brewer

clerk@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Comberton Parish Council
PO Box 1549
CAMBRIDGE DO
CB1 0ZS

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk
Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrup@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Christopher Morris 07971 678429
christopher.morris@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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Village Help Scheme
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Flooring 

Kitchen Refurbishments, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building

with over 30 years experience 
City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

    

      

Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 

    

Keep Fit-Eat Healthy-Save Money 

Digging an allotment plot will keep you fit-eating fresh 

vegetables and fruit will keep you healthy. What better 

way to start 2026 by renting half an Allotment Plot on 

South Street-it costs less than £1.00 a week!  

3 half plots are available now, just waiting for you to 

start digging-please contact me 

Jane Hughes    jane@meadowside.com 
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December/January Challenge Solution
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-Op

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE

The sum of the square was 1496 which is the year of the founding of
Jesus College.

The winner was Maureen Chadwick of Morris Close.

Comberton Heritage Society
Our meeting this month will be be Tuesday 24th February when Honor
Ridout will give a talk entitled

Three Architects: Raised in and Raised our city
The three architects: Essex, Wilkins and Humfrey. All in different ways
“Cambridge Men” with interesting stories who designed buildings many
of which are still an important part of the Cambridge scene.

Honor Ridout is the Chair of the Cambridgeshire Association for Local
History and a former City Tourist Officer.

The meeting will be at 8pm in Comberton Village Hall. All visitors most
welcome.

Keep Fit-Eat Healthy-Save Money 

Digging an allotment plot will keep you fit-eating fresh 

vegetables and fruit will keep you healthy. What better 

way to start 2026 by renting half an Allotment Plot on 

South Street-it costs less than £1.00 a week!  

3 half plots are available now, just waiting for you to 

start digging-please contact me 

Jane Hughes    jane@meadowside.com 

 

Keep Fit
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Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 

Do you need 
financial advice? 

 Mrs Naz Miller is a financial adviser with over 30 years  
experience in the finance industry. Now living in Chesterton, 
Naz offers a local, friendly and worthwhile financial advice 

service. 

Contact her on 07496 488090 or 
email Nusrat.miller@sjpp.co.uk 

Cambridge and Ely Financial Services is an Appointed 
Representative of and represents only St. James's Place 

Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising 

solely on the group's wealth management products and 
services, more details of which are set out on the group's 
website http://www.sjp.co.uk/products. 

The St. James's Place Partnership and the 
titles 'Partner' and 'Partner 

Practice' are marketing terms used to describe 
St. James's Place representatives 

AIP Approved 12/02/2024 

An update from your local MP, Pippa Heylings 

Some of you may have seen footage of me from parliament with a bandage on my hand – and 
that is because I took an unfortunate fall while out walking in the countryside during the 
holidays and broke my finger. Thank you for all the concerned comments and well wishes and 
rest assured this has not stopped me from getting stuck in now that we are back and already 
into February.  

2026 promises to be a big year for our area with changes to the Integrated Health Board (the 
way our NHS services are organised) and local government reorganisation on the horizon. The 
local elections in May this year will be the last ever set of local elections for South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and are important as they will decide the political makeup of 
the new unitary authority. 

Eight years ago, South Cambridgeshire District Council was on the brink of being declared a 
failing authority – now it is one of the best run councils in the country. The council is investing in 
the things that people often tell me matter most to them - like tackling the cost of living, 
supporting our healthcare services, building affordable homes for local people, and protecting 
our green spaces & environment. 

Finally, I secured the meeting I had been requesting for months with the Rail Minister, Lord 
Hendy, on East West Rail. Even though it did not take place in South Cambridgeshire as I had 
originally requested, it was a worthwhile meeting and I put residents’ concerns directly to him. 
The good news coming from this meeting is that Lord Hendy agreed that it made absolute sense 
for him to meet directly with the parish councils affected by EWR and we are now arranging for 
this to happen. 
 
Alongside your local Lib Dem councillors, I have continued to campaign for more engagement 
from East West Rail and attended multiple meetings with them and with the parish councils 
affected, the latest of which was held at Haslingfield Village Hall. I committed to finding a way 
for them to meet with the rail minister so that they could ask questions directly on the 
Government’s position on the southern route; the business case for the project; and the plans 
for freight on the line and I am pleased that at the time of writing, this looks to be happening 
soon. 
 
These are just a few of the things I’ve been working on over the last few months that I wanted to 
share with you. If you would like to keep up to date with my work, you can register for my e-
newsletter, available at www.pippaheylings.org.uk/newsletter. 

  

  
Pippa Heylings MP  
 



13

 

 

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 

Do you need 
financial advice? 

 Mrs Naz Miller is a financial adviser with over 30 years  
experience in the finance industry. Now living in Chesterton, 
Naz offers a local, friendly and worthwhile financial advice 

service. 

Contact her on 07496 488090 or 
email Nusrat.miller@sjpp.co.uk 

Cambridge and Ely Financial Services is an Appointed 
Representative of and represents only St. James's Place 

Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising 

solely on the group's wealth management products and 
services, more details of which are set out on the group's 
website http://www.sjp.co.uk/products. 

The St. James's Place Partnership and the 
titles 'Partner' and 'Partner 

Practice' are marketing terms used to describe 
St. James's Place representatives 

AIP Approved 12/02/2024 

An update from your local MP, Pippa Heylings 

Some of you may have seen footage of me from parliament with a bandage on my hand – and 
that is because I took an unfortunate fall while out walking in the countryside during the 
holidays and broke my finger. Thank you for all the concerned comments and well wishes and 
rest assured this has not stopped me from getting stuck in now that we are back and already 
into February.  

2026 promises to be a big year for our area with changes to the Integrated Health Board (the 
way our NHS services are organised) and local government reorganisation on the horizon. The 
local elections in May this year will be the last ever set of local elections for South 
Cambridgeshire District Council and are important as they will decide the political makeup of 
the new unitary authority. 

Eight years ago, South Cambridgeshire District Council was on the brink of being declared a 
failing authority – now it is one of the best run councils in the country. The council is investing in 
the things that people often tell me matter most to them - like tackling the cost of living, 
supporting our healthcare services, building affordable homes for local people, and protecting 
our green spaces & environment. 

Finally, I secured the meeting I had been requesting for months with the Rail Minister, Lord 
Hendy, on East West Rail. Even though it did not take place in South Cambridgeshire as I had 
originally requested, it was a worthwhile meeting and I put residents’ concerns directly to him. 
The good news coming from this meeting is that Lord Hendy agreed that it made absolute sense 
for him to meet directly with the parish councils affected by EWR and we are now arranging for 
this to happen. 
 
Alongside your local Lib Dem councillors, I have continued to campaign for more engagement 
from East West Rail and attended multiple meetings with them and with the parish councils 
affected, the latest of which was held at Haslingfield Village Hall. I committed to finding a way 
for them to meet with the rail minister so that they could ask questions directly on the 
Government’s position on the southern route; the business case for the project; and the plans 
for freight on the line and I am pleased that at the time of writing, this looks to be happening 
soon. 
 
These are just a few of the things I’ve been working on over the last few months that I wanted to 
share with you. If you would like to keep up to date with my work, you can register for my e-
newsletter, available at www.pippaheylings.org.uk/newsletter. 

  

  
Pippa Heylings MP  
 

An update from your local MP,
Pippa Heylings
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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February Challenge
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-op
CODED SPEECH
The following momentous speech including the heading, has been
coded by moving each letter of the alphabet by either one or two places,
in either direction e.g. A could be shown as either Y, Z, B or C. A very
small number have not been coded. Take care, the quotation has been
corrupted.

“AQUS EPSLVTX PFCFQ ADY””

XG TGBKN BNOLCP CNJ………………………………..

…………DAGHIFSJLE VIGN NO RGD ZCDEJCU ZOB YMA NSGGT
NE PTT UTGDQ SICA GBTF RJD ZVEBCHRA UQ AKKKA !

Original quotation maker ?..............……………

Entries to CO-OP please by 14th February. First correct entry out of the
hat wins the the prize of wine and chocolates generously donated by
the store.

Name / Postal Address……………………………………………………..

Email ………………………………………….. Telephone ……………….
Puzzle 233. LR 02/26
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Parish Council News
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BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 
Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 

YOUR LOCAL VILLAGE OPTICIANS  
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Comberton WI
The advertised speaker for January was unable to come. However we
were lucky to get another speaker at short notice.

Our speaker was Diane Manian, who for many years has joined the
annual trip with the The Raphael Pilgrimage to Lourdes in France. The
groups that go are made up of Nurses, Doctors, Clergy, Youth members
and volunteers who care for the sick Pilgrims.

Diane gave a very interesting talk explaining the work that is carried out
during these trips and her involvement.

The next meeting will be held at 8 pm on 10th February at Comberton
Village Hall.

This will be our Annual Meeting when we will be discussing the WI
Resolution we have voted for (WI groups across the UK are invited to
have their say). We have voted for Accessible Public Toilet Facilities to
promote Dignity and Social Inclusion. Also the year ahead.

All are welcome

Sue Lewis - Comberton WI
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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This 2025 film is the 

fictional story of an 

eccentric lottery winner 

living on an island, filmed 

on the Pembrokeshire 

coast. He invites his 

favourite band to visit and 

perform for him.  Reviews 

highly recommend this film 

as charming, heartwarming, 

romantic and humorous, 

with some good songs and 

beautiful scenery. 

It sounds good for dull 

February!  

 

 

Comberton Cinema 
Comberton Village Hall 

Wednesday 18th February 2026 

Doors open 7.30 pm, film starts 7.45 

Ticket £5 on the door 

This event is sponsored by the Village Hall Trustees 

Comberton Cinema
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Comberton Village Hall has a new website! 

 

Users of the Village Hall website will have noticed a change recently. The website is now 
secure and has many new features. The previous booking system, having evolved from 
paper-based procedures, had become rather cumbersome as number of bookings increased 
and the trustees decided it was time to take advantage of specially designed software that is 
already used successfully by many other village halls. Our address remains the same: 
www.combertonvillagehall.org.  

On going to the new website for the first time, you will be able to view current availability by 
clicking on the Calendar.  

To make a booking, navigate to the blue button “Booking Request” at the top right of the 
home screen. You will be asked to complete your contact details as part of the booking 
process, but with your login details, you will be able to subsequently view and make 
amendments to your booking or make new bookings. Some regular users have already been 
registered. 

You can register as an individual and as an organisation’s representative (e.g. secretary), 
which can be useful when booking a series of society events.  

If you wish, payment can be made securely with a credit or debit card via the website. We 
hope you will enjoy the benefits of this streamlined process, which include emailed 
acknowledgements and booking confirmations and faster deposit returns. Do explore what 
the website has to offer; there is help on-line in the form of a user instruction guide and a 
YouTube video. 

We’re keen to make life as easy as possible for hirers and therefore it's possible to continue 
booking and paying in the way that you’re used to. Janice, our wonderful Administrator, can 
be contacted at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or 07435 324408 and will, as always, help 
with any problems. Trustees are also very happy to receive comments about the new system 
- contact details are displayed in the Village Hall. 

Migration to the new website is largely due the efforts of Neil Banks and Janice, to whom we 
are very grateful. 

Finally, thank you to those who have recently expressed interest in becoming trustees. Such 
enquiries are always welcome, as we very much want the Village Hall to be run by 
representatives of all parts of the community. If you think you might like to be part of our 
activities, either as a trustee or more informally, please get in touch with me or any other 
trustee. 

 

Brian McCabe 

Chair, Comberton Village Institute Trust 

combertonvh.chairman@gmail.com; Tel. 07748 928846 
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Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 
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Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 
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Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 

FOSM Chronicles Part 1; 2014 -2017
This year, 2026, marks 10 years since the founding of the Friends of St
Mary’s Church Comberton (FOSM). In 2016, during his last month as
Team Rector, Revd. Mike Booker turned to a group of friends for help in
a crisis. St Mary’s faced not one, but two massive bills. At a meeting that
September we agreed to form a charitable trust.

The lesser bill, to be paid directly,
was for the north aisle roof repair.
Thieves had stripped roof lead on
the night of 29th April 2016.
Insurance cover required that
security was upgraded. Roof re-
leading was completed on 1st July
2016. Unbelievably, the thieves
returned to steal more lead on the
15th July 2016 – only 2 weeks later!
Photo from July 2016 - plastic
cladding again.

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) faced combined costs of a second
re-roofing and a new security system, fitted on 31st August 2016.
Repeat re-roofing took place in early October. The total of £27,000 was
diminished by a VAT rebate. Cambridgeshire Historic Church Trust gave
a modest grant and made a larger loan, to be repaid over 4 years. This
loan repayment became the first fundraising target for the Friends.

The larger bill would arise when the 2014 Quinquennial Inspection
repairs were made. The church was reported to be ‘in poor condition’.
The Architect’s estimate to put this right - in excess of £50,000.

In October 2017, Architect and PCC re-examined Q I 2014. A
specification for Urgent Only repairs resulted in an estimate of £35,000.
We used this figure in our FOSM Fundraising campaign of 2018 onward
until our second fundraising Target was achieved. This work began in
2018.

In March 2017 we transferred more than £3,000 to the PCC. In May the
Bedford Gallery Quire gave a concert in Church and in June we held an
Inaugural gathering in St Mary’s Church, featuring guided tours. Later in
the year we staged two more musical concerts.

By the end of 2017 the Friends had received 3 grants with a total of
£5,500 and held over £10,000 in the bank. We are so grateful for the
generosity of our supporters.

David Hughes, Chair of the Friends of St Mary’s
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 

 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

Cambridge Appliance Repairs 
ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS WITH YOUR APPLIANCES? 

Looking after your appliances should be just as important as 
looking after your car, house or mobile phone 

We have over 35 years' experience providing a professional 
domestic and commercial appliance repair service. 

Telephone 01223 426222 

Comberton Library     www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

       Tel: 01223 264277 

At this chilly time of year, there’s always a warm welcome in the library. Warm Space, Your Space, 

will be providing tea, coffee and hot chocolate every Wednesday until 26th March. 

February is LGBTQ+ History Month. Read the rainbow in your library! Come and choose from a range 

of titles in our display. 

In the National Year of Reading 2026 (https://goallin.org.uk) and there’s no better way to get little 

ones off to a flying start than with stories. Did you know that the first week of February is National 

Storytelling Week? 

If it’s been a few years, you may be surprised by how libraries have changed. Of course, we still have 

hundreds of books, fact and fiction, for all ages to choose from. We also have free Wifi and 

computers you can use to research family history, look up homework topics or even watch a National 

Theatre play. And we have lots of events in libraries - children's rhymetimes, workshops/talks or 

adults, knit, sew and natter and more. Whether you want to read, use a computer or meet new 

people, you might find just what you are looking for at the library. They are relaxed; friendly places 

and staff will be happy to help you. 

Coming Up! 

The Easter Hunt, pop-in event takes place over Easter break from March 30th to 10th April. Hop along 

to Comberton and see how many bunnies you can find hiding in the library. There will be other fun 

bunny activities to try out too! All are welcome.  

Weekly activities 

Knit, Sew and Natter group continue to meet in Comberton library, 10:30am to 11:30am; March 

dates: 2nd, 16th and 30th. April dates: 13th and 27th. May dates: 13th. June dates: 10th and 24th. 

Then every other Monday onwards. Newcomers warmly welcome.  

Come sing along and have fun. Rhymetime, 10.30am – 11am for children between 0 to 4 years of 

age. February dates: 9th and 23rd. March dates: 9th and 23rd. April dates: 20th. Also, come and join the 

First Steps Library Club, aged 0 - 4 years. So, don’t forget every visit to the library, attending events 

like Rhymetime your child will get a special stamp, towards getting a certificate. 

It’s Lego Time with Duplo. Every Saturday from 10.30am. Come and have fun building and exploring 

your imagination. All children accompanied by an adult. It is a free event. 

April/May Bank Holiday closing dates:  
Good Friday 3rd April 
Easter Sunday 5th April 
Easter Monday 6th April 
Early May Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 
Spring May Holiday Monday 25th May 
 
Opening hours (excluding bank holidays etc.) 
Monday  10am – 5pm (Temporary) 
Tuesday 10am – 1pm (Temporary)  
Wednesday 10am – 1pm and 2.30pm – 5.30pm 
Friday  2.30pm – 5.30pm  Saturday  10am – 1pm 
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April/May Bank Holiday closing dates:  
Good Friday 3rd April 
Easter Sunday 5th April 
Easter Monday 6th April 
Early May Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 
Spring May Holiday Monday 25th May 
 
Opening hours (excluding bank holidays etc.) 
Monday  10am – 5pm (Temporary) 
Tuesday 10am – 1pm (Temporary)  
Wednesday 10am – 1pm and 2.30pm – 5.30pm 
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Comberton Library
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Comberton Bowls
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

COMBERTON OPERA  

At the Village Hall  
 

 
 

 

  
in Gounod’s Roméo et JulieƩe 

 

with the Symphony Orchestra and Chorus 
of the Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona 

 

Wednesday February 4th 2026 
at COMBERTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

Doors open 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start 
 

Interval with refreshments 
Tickets £5 on the door 

 

Further informaƟon: comberton.opera@gmail.com 
 

Sponsored by Comberton Village InsƟtute Trust 
 

Saimir Pirgu  & Aida Garifullina 
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.50 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 

Monday 2nd Feb         AGM and Zoom talk -Katherine Couch, New Tricks for Old and 

new Gardeners                               

We will begin this meeting with a brief AGM at 7.15pm during which we will elect the new committee 

for 2024-25 and review the progress made over the past year, followed by a Zoom talk by Katherine 

Couch. 

Katherine Couch is an acclaimed horticulturist who earned the title of BBC Gardener of the Year 

in 1999 and was later honoured as BBC Gardener of the Decade in 2008. Known for creativity and 

expertise, Katherine won Gold for her “Party Animal” design at the Taunton Flower Show in 2015, 

showcasing her flair for innovative garden design. 
 

Mon 2nd March      Garden design: From concept to completion'     Louisa Gilhooly  

Louisa following a degree in Fine Art, started her working life in designing gardens as a second 

career. Founder of Cambridgeshire -based supernature Garden & Landscape she believes that 

beautiful, natural outdoor surroundings are a priority for healthy living. She approaches each new 

project with both an artistic and pragmatic attitude, coupled with an appreciation of the garden 

setting. 
 

Monday 6th April     Gardeners Question Time  (Andrew Harper Scott, Gardener at 

Coton Garden Centre) and Tool Sharpening service offered (£5 donation per item 

for Cambridge Advanced Motorcyclists Charity) 

Come along with your gardening questions or sickly and diseased plants (preferably in sealed bags!) 

for advice. Andrew, an experienced advisor will be very happy to help with your gardening 

conundrums. You can also bring your gardening tools along to be sharpened, cleaned, fixed and 

improved. Your tools will be disassembled down to component level and individual parts cleaned, 

blades sharpened, reassembled and finished with grease application. Definitely worth it! Please note 

all tools will be serviced but some may need to be taken away and returned to you after 2 weeks. 
  

Sat  23rd  May         Garden Club Plant sale, Village Green    10am -  12 noon 

Plant donations from 9.00-9.45am are gratefully received. (Proceeds from the plant sale help to 

subsidise Garden Club costs and enable us to support plant-related projects that enhance Coton 

village). 

 

Membership Benefits: 
Annual membership: £15 includes: 10% discount from Coton Garden Centre (on some 

gardening related items), Madingley Mulch, Oakington Nursery, Foxcottes 

DIY/paints/wood, etc, Barton  

 

Visitors are very welcome; visitor fee: £5 per visit, feel free to come along to a talk or 

two, 1st Monday of every month, 7.15pm for 7.30pm.  

Feel free to bring cash for our raffle  

 

Contact or Membership enquiries; please email:  

cotongardenclub@gmail.com, www.cotongardenclub.org   

Club Location: Coton Village Hall, 56 High St, Coton CB23 7PL 
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Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 
Residents 

Non-
Residents 

Affiliated 
Non-

Affiliated 
Local/Non-
Franchised 

Non-
Local/Franchised 

SESSION Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £25 £35 £20 £30 £40 £45 

Evenings 
(except 

Saturday) 
£40 £50 £20 * £30 * £40 £50 

Saturday eve. £70 £85 £20 * £30 * £145 * £165 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £17.50 £22.50 £17.50 £22.50 £30 £32.50 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £15 £20 £15 £20 £25 £27.50 

 

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9am to 1pm, 2pm to 5:30pm and 6pm to 10:30pm 

(midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).  

A refundable deposit of £50 is required at the time of booking. 

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request. 

*Additional information for groups: 

 Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or fundraising events will be charged the residents 

evening rates. Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the non-residents evening rates. 

Local/Non-franchised Community Commercial lettings can be reduced from £145 to £70 at the discretion of 

the Trustees, if the event is for a suitable charity. Groups should write to the Lettings Secretary with their 

request, including information on the charity, and this will be considered by the Trustees.  

 Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to have child protection and vulnerable adult 

policies & procedures in place 

 Annual affiliation fee of £10 is due on 1st January. 

More information, including hall availability, can be found at www.combertonvillagehall.org  

To make a booking contact the Village Hall Administrator, Janice Sutton at combertonvillagehall@gmail.com or on 

07435 324408 (9am to 9pm). Please note that this is a part-time role carried out around my job. If I am unable to 

answer your call please leave a message and i will phone you back, or send me an email. 

Printed by
Victoire Press

9-10 Viking Way, CB23 8EL. 01954 781919

Comberton Village Hall Lettings Charges
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Supporting 

Let’s do something special for Lent… 
 

Lent Soup Café 
Saturday 28th  February  

12 noon until 2.00pm 

 

at St Mary’s Church Comberton. 
Homemade soup and bread,  

Vegetarian and GF available 
 

No set charge…just donate what you can for  

Charity #CountYourBlessings   

 

 

 

 

Reg Charity No. 1154744 

www.newdayunited.org  


