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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water Emergencies 01223 706050
Anglia Water Sewerage Emergencies 03457 145 145
Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Associate Priest Chris Westgarth) 07710 661003
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 7 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 3.40pm - 5.35pm Children’s Street Dance

Classes
MS

Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
Tuesday 1.30pm - 4pm Fabric and Yarns BC
Tuesday 6.45pm - 7.30pm ChaSamba Adult Fitness MS
2nd Tuesday 8pm (Except Aug) Comberton WI VH
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Heritage

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30 Comberton Shed Pavilion
Wednesday 2pm - 3:30pm

(term time only)
Bumps & Babes BC

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
not Dec/Aug

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH



5

Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the
December magazine by 15thNovember 2026. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Thursday 5th November Blue/Green
Thursday 12th November Black
Thursday 19th November Blue/Green
Thursday 26th November Black
Thursday 3rd December Blue/Green

Food waste is collected every week.

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at https://comberton-pc.gov.uk/decisions-meetings/agendas-and-minutes

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
The nights are drawing in and it feels decidedly autumnal, although
fortunately it is still relatively warm. This is a good thing, given that many
of us rely on oil for central heating and probably like many of you I’m
trying to put off buying some in the hope that the price will go down!
As you will see there are lots of things going on in Comberton for the
remaining two months of the year; then in January the Community
Showcase (see page 21) provides an opportunity to meet all the
different groups and organisations, do come along and maybe find a
new interest and make new village friends next year.
James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Jennifer Martin

jen.martin@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Parish Council Clerk Jessie Brewer

clerk@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Comberton Parish Council
PO Box 1549
CAMBRIDGE DO
CB1 0ZS

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk
Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrup@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Christopher Morris 07971 678429
christopher.morris@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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Village Help Scheme
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Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 



1111

 

 

Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 

Comberton Heritage Society
After our summer break, our September meeting was a most enjoyable
and informative talk given by Stephen Owen. Stephen told us about the
The Bedford and Cambridge Railway, known as the Varsity Line,
opened in 1862 linking Bedford with Cambridge.

Very topical, in the light of the ongoing discussion on the proposed East/
West Railway.

Our meeting in November will be a talk by Joanna Hudson and is
entitled

George Brewster - The Last Climbing Boy
The story of George Brewster, an 11 year old boy whose death in a
chimney in Cambridgeshire in 1875, was the catalyst for change in the
child labour laws that changed the lives of children across Britain.

Joanna Hudson is a Communications Manager for the University of
Cambridge and is an amateur historian. This talk is about her journey
'Finding George' and the shock that his story is largely unknown.. until
now.

The meeting will be on Tuesday November 24th in Comberton Village
Hall at 8pm.

LIGHTS SWITCH ON
CHRISTMAS

5 DECEMBER 2026
FROM 5PM 

COMBERTON POND
LA BIGA PIZZA, LIVE MUSIC,

FATHER CHRISTMAS AND MORE!

COMBERTON PARISH COUNCIL PRESENTS
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 
 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 



13

Comberton Cinema
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November Challenge
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-op
AMORE SO OF GAT OH ! In English ‘ Easy.’
Task number one is to find answers to the fifteen clues listed below then
simply arrange the first letter of each answer to form the name of a very
well known actor.( 8.7 ).
ACTOR’S NAME……………………………………………………….
( ) King who died at Thermopylae.
( ) Das ? Part of the Ring Cycle.
( ) Prince Daakar’s vessel.
( ) Founder of the Jesuits. St. Ignatius of ?
( ) Stradivari made the famous MacDonald ?
( ) Companion to Allan Quartermain, bearer of Inkosi Kaas.
( ) Play by Sophocles 429 BC.
( ) An icy moon of Europa.
( ) Fire started 27.2.33 by Marinus van de Lubbe.
( ) Writer Nesbitt’s first name.
( ) Name of Duke of Wellington’s horse.
( ) Element with Atomic number 99.
( ) Napoleon’s greatest victory.
( ) 6th Album by Anna Von Hausswolff.
( ) Collagen/Gelatine from Dried Swim Bladders.

Entries to the store no later than the 14th November please. First
correct entry out of the bag wins the prize of wine and chocolates
generously donated by the CO-OP.
Name / Postal Address……………………………………………………..
Email ………………………………………….. Telephone ……………….

Puzzle 240 LR 10/26

Macmillan Coffee morning
I would like to thank everyone who came to my Macmillan coffee
morning on September 19th, at The Arbory Trust Woodland Burial
Ground Barton, you helped to raise £2100.
Barbara Segrave
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 
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Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 

Comberton WI
Our Speaker at the October meeting was Susan Wildlake who gave a
talk called 'Where I lay my hat '. Susan from Mill House Millinery in
Saffron Walden, spoke about her amazing passion for hat making.

Susan displayed 10 of her hats. Each one with stories to tell about
places and events which each one represented. She explained how
each one had been made and showed us the tools and materials she
uses to make each hat.

At the end of the talk members were able to make some hat decorations
to take home and try on the hats which was great fun.

A very interesting Speaker.

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th November at 8pm in
Comberton Village Hall. Our Speaker will be Chris Westgarth speaking
about The History of Comberton.

All are very welcome. A charge of £4.00 per visit for visitors will be
made.

Sue Lewis
Comberton WI

Coton Garden Club
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 



19

 

 

  
  

  

  

  

S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

Comberton Opera

St Mary’s Church, CombertonSt Mary’s Church, CombertonSt Mary’s Church, Comberton

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS  
COFFEE MORNINGCOFFEE MORNING

CHRISTMAS 
COFFEE MORNING

Saturday 28th NovemberSaturday 28th November  Saturday 28th November 
10am - 12 midday10am - 12 midday10am - 12 midday

in Comberton Village Hallin Comberton Village Hallin Comberton Village Hall

Entrance £2 (£1 children)Entrance £2 (£1 children)
to include a mince pie and hot or cold drinkto include a mince pie and hot or cold drink

Entrance £2 (£1 children)
to include a mince pie and hot or cold drink

Come and enjoy tasty mince pies,Come and enjoy tasty mince pies,

fun and festivitiesfun and festivities  
Come and enjoy tasty mince pies,

fun and festivities 

Stalls include: Gifts & crafts, handmade &Stalls include: Gifts & crafts, handmade &

Leprosy Mission cards, cakes, raffle, tombola,Leprosy Mission cards, cakes, raffle, tombola,

books, good quality nearly new, guess thebooks, good quality nearly new, guess the

weight of the cake and Friends of St Mary’sweight of the cake and Friends of St Mary’s

Stalls include: Gifts & crafts, handmade &
Leprosy Mission cards, cakes, raffle, tombola,

books, good quality nearly new, guess the
weight of the cake and Friends of St Mary’s

Kids’ Cinema
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.50 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.50 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 

Comberton Community
Showcase
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Reading food labels 
 
Before I cover more specific areas of nutrition in the coming months, I wanted to start with the basics of reading food 
labels. 
 
Making successful, sustainable changes to our nutrition becomes much easier when we understand what we are 
actually buying and eating. That means knowing how to read a food label rather than relying solely on what is written 
on the front of the packet. 
 
This is particularly useful when trying to make health and nutrition changes, especially when choosing pre-prepared 
and packaged foods. 
 
Walk around a supermarket and you will see no shortage of health-related messages: “high protein”, “low sugar”, 
“keto”, “gut health” and countless variations. Even brand names can contain words such as “nature”, “natural” or 
“health”. 
 
Sometimes these claims provide useful information. But they can also create what is often called a health halo, where 
one positive feature makes us assume the whole product is a healthy choice. 
 
The front of the packet is marketing territory. For the useful information, turn it over. 
The ingredients list and nutrition panel can tell you much more. 
 
Start with the ingredients 
Basing much of your diet around relatively simple, minimally processed foods such as fruit, vegetables, eggs, fish, 
meat, pulses, wholegrains, dairy, nuts and seeds can make good nutrition considerably simpler. 
 
The reality is that life doesn't always make that possible. Convenience foods, pre-prepared meals and treats can all 
have a place. The important thing is understanding what you are choosing rather than being guided solely by the 
claims on the front. 
 
Ingredients are generally listed in descending order by weight, so the first few ingredients can tell you a great deal 
about the product. 
 
What to look out for: 
 
Different forms of sugar 
Sugar can appear under many different names, and several forms of sugar may appear in the same product. 
Many sugars have names ending in “-ose”, such as glucose, fructose and sucrose. You may also see sweetening 
ingredients such as honey, syrups, molasses and fruit juice concentrates. 
 
Sugar alcohols, or polyols, often have names ending in “-ol”, such as sorbitol and xylitol. These are different from 
sugars, but are another reason why understanding the ingredients list can be useful. 
 
Where a product contains several different sweetening ingredients, they will each appear separately in the ingredients 
list, so no single one will necessarily appear near the top. 
 
Don't rely on spotting the word “sugar” alone. Look through the ingredients and then check the nutrition panel, 
particularly the “of which sugars” figure. Remember that this number includes naturally occurring sugars as well as 
added sugars, so context matters. A plain yoghurt containing naturally occurring milk sugar is very different 
nutritionally from a confectionery product showing a similar figure on the label. 
 
You might also be surprised to find dextrose, sugar or other sweetening ingredients in some savoury foods, including 
certain processed hams and sliced meats. Another good reason to check rather than assume. 
 
Check what is providing the protein 
With the current focus on protein, “high protein” now appears on everything from yoghurts and cereal bars to puddings 
and crisps. 
But the number on the front is only part of the story. 
 
First, look at how many grams of protein you are actually getting per serving. Then look at the source. 
Protein quality varies between different foods. Some protein sources provide essential amino acids in more favourable 
proportions than others, while a varied diet containing different protein sources can help provide all the essential 
amino acids we need. 
It is also worth knowing what “high protein” actually means. 

Health Coach Corner
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Flooring 

Kitchen Refurbishments, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building

with over 30 years experience 
City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

    

      

Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 

    

Experienced GCSE English Examiner Brings Small-Group Tuition to Comberton 

Local parents of Year 11 students will soon have a new option for GCSE English support, with a 
small-group tuition programme launching at Comberton Village Hall this November. 

The group is being run by Verity Bell, a qualified English teacher and experienced AQA GCSE 
examiner who has recently moved to the Cambridge area. With over 20 years' teaching 
experience, Verity specialises in helping students develop the skills and confidence they need 
to succeed in their English examinations. 

“Many students understand far more than they're able to demonstrate in an exam,” explains 
Verity. “They often have good ideas but struggle to organise them, develop their analysis or write 
confidently under timed conditions. That's where targeted support can make a real difference.” 

The new Year 11 GCSE English Language group is designed for students aiming to secure a 
grade 4 or improve their performance towards grades 5 and 6. 

With a maximum of six students, sessions will combine clear explanations, guided practice and 
individual feedback in a supportive, encouraging environment. 

The group starts on Thursday 5 November, meeting weekly from 5.30–6.30 pm at Comberton 
Village Hall. Sessions cost £40 per student. 

Verity also offers a free, no-obligation consultation for parents who would like to discuss their 
child's needs before joining. 

For more information, email veritybellenglish@gmail.com or visit 
www.veritybellenglish.com. 
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Under UK food-labelling rules, at least 20% of a product's energy must come from protein before it can make a 
“high protein” claim. That legal definition can be useful, but it does not necessarily mean the product is particularly 
protein-dense compared with other foods. 
A “protein bar”, therefore, isn't automatically a health food. Look beyond the name and compare the whole nutritional  
profile. 
 
Don't fear an ingredient just because its name is unfamiliar 
Food labels may contain emulsifiers, stabilisers, thickeners and other additives. Their presence alone does not tell you 
whether a food is healthy or unhealthy. Some ingredients can affect individuals differently. For example, certain 
polyols used as sweeteners can cause bloating or have a laxative effect when consumed in larger amounts. Knowing 
how your own body responds to different foods can therefore be useful. 
Rather than trying to identify one “bad” ingredient, I find it more helpful to step back and look at the product as a 
whole. 
How much protein and fibre does it provide? How much sugar, saturated fat and salt does it contain? Is it filling? What 
is the serving size? And, perhaps most importantly, how often are you eating it? 
 
The takeaway 
Don't let the front of the packet make the decision for you. Turn it over. 
Look at the first few ingredients, check the nutrition information, consider where the protein is coming from and look at 
the sugar, saturated fat, fibre and salt content. 
Most importantly, compare similar products rather than judging foods purely by claims such as “high protein”, “low 
sugar” or “gut health”. 
Food labels are not there to make eating complicated. Used properly, they can help us cut through the marketing and 
make more informed choices, while still remembering that it is our overall diet, not one individual food that matters 
most. 
 
Liz Fursse (Level 5 Health and Nutrition Coach) 

Experienced GCSE English Examiner Brings Small-Group Tuition to Comberton 

Local parents of Year 11 students will soon have a new option for GCSE English support, with a 
small-group tuition programme launching at Comberton Village Hall this November. 

The group is being run by Verity Bell, a qualified English teacher and experienced AQA GCSE 
examiner who has recently moved to the Cambridge area. With over 20 years' teaching 
experience, Verity specialises in helping students develop the skills and confidence they need 
to succeed in their English examinations. 

“Many students understand far more than they're able to demonstrate in an exam,” explains 
Verity. “They often have good ideas but struggle to organise them, develop their analysis or write 
confidently under timed conditions. That's where targeted support can make a real difference.” 

The new Year 11 GCSE English Language group is designed for students aiming to secure a 
grade 4 or improve their performance towards grades 5 and 6. 

With a maximum of six students, sessions will combine clear explanations, guided practice and 
individual feedback in a supportive, encouraging environment. 

The group starts on Thursday 5 November, meeting weekly from 5.30–6.30 pm at Comberton 
Village Hall. Sessions cost £40 per student. 

Verity also offers a free, no-obligation consultation for parents who would like to discuss their 
child's needs before joining. 

For more information, email veritybellenglish@gmail.com or visit 
www.veritybellenglish.com. 

 

English Tuition in Comberton
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DO YOU DETEST IRONING? 
Then give Becky a call, BECKYS IRONING 

SERVICE 

All ironing undertaken in a caring way with a personal touch 

Free collection and delivery with a quick turnaround. £2.50 per 1lb of 
weight. No job too big or too small. Tel 07984 492918   
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History of the Village Hall Part 1
Imagine living in Comberton before, and just after WW1 (1914-1918). It
was a small village with a crossroads, a pond, and a village school
where all pupils attended from age 5-14. The village had houses around
the crossroads and on the road leading up to the church.
In 1922 some enterprising villagers thought that it would be a good idea
to have a village hall in the centre, but how to build one? In fact they did
not need to do so. They became aware that the WW1 hospital in Cherry
Hinton was no longer needed and so, it was dismantled, brought to
Comberton with a horse and cart and re-erected next to the village
school. You can see it still in use opposite the garage with small
businesses occupying some of it. In fact Sir Clive Sinclair worked on his
early computers from there.
The village grew after the end of WW2 (1939-1945). The government
passed the 1944 Education Act which, along with the formation of the
NHS in 1945. was to transform the lives of many of us still living in the
village. I was one. The school leaving age was raised to 15 and the
village school was too small to accommodate all the pupils. In 1947 a
"Hutting Operation for the Raising of the School Leaving Age" HORSA
building was erected. It was an old ex-military prefab. Older villagers
may remember it. It was basic, but the country was almost bankrupt
after years of war so the village was glad to have it.
When the Village College opened in 1960 the HORSA building was no
longer needed by the Village School and the Parish Council purchased
it from the County Council to be used as a Village Hall. Under the
leadership of Brian Cook it was substantially improved.
In the year 2000 the Disability Discrimination Act was passed. The
HORSA building fell far short of the requirements of the Act and to make
the changes needed was so costly that it was decided that the
best option was to build a new Village Hall. How this was planned and
the money raised and built will form Part 2 of this story.
Terry Wall
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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October Challenge Solution
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-Op
Short clues to the hidden novels: Pickwick, Copperfield, Nickelby,
Curiosity, Barnaby, Chuzzelewit, Carol, Dombey,Bleak, Hard, Dorritt,
Cities, Expectations, Mutual. Drood & Twist.

All works by Dickens of course. The character hidden was GRIP the
raven from Barnaby Rudge . The Mystery of Edwin Drood is somewhat
out of place in that it was unfinished at the time of Dicken’s death.

Puzzle 240 LR 10/26

The winner was Doug Chadwick of Morris Close, Comberton.

The Digital Buddy Service in Cambridgeshire Libraries

Would you, or someone you know, benefit from some help or support in
navigating the digital world? Having recently retired, I am now
volunteering as the ‘Digital Buddy’ at Comberton Library. Digital Buddies
offer free one-to-one sessions and will try to help with whatever
electronic or online issue you are struggling with. These can be quite
wide-ranging! Some examples of issues I have so far helped people
with include applying for, or renewing, a bus pass or a passport,
uploading documents to a retailer to assist with an ongoing complaint
issue and helping demystify what ‘two factor authentication’ is all about.
The Digital Buddy Service is offered in many local libraries.

At Comberton, I am usually there on a Monday morning from 11am –
1pm. You can book a slot in advance with a Digital Buddy by calling in
at the library, or by telephoning the central number 0345 045 5225. Or
you can just drop in on the day – I'll be happy to try and help.

Janice Chambers

The Plant and Produce Stall at 80 West Street
Even though this has been a most difficult year for gardeners and
growers, I was pleased to receive a good number of donations of plants
and produce. As ever, the "customers" were also generous and cash
donations amounting to £360.94 have been passed on to St Mary's
Church.

Very many thanks to all who contributed.

Mary Jenkins
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BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 
Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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The People’s Emergency briefing: Film Showing Part 1
On Friday October 2nd nearly 100 people filled Comberton Village Hall
for the People’s Emergency Briefing—a 45-minute abbreviated version
of a presentation first given to MPs last year in which experts in eight
crucial areas gave sobering accounts of how climate change is currently
affecting us and how the situation will escalate if governments don’t take
decisive action.

Those present included South Cambs MP Pippa Heylings who gave a
moving speech about her own environmental work around the world
including in North and South America, the Caribbean and the
Galapagos Islands over a period of 16 years before becoming an MP.
She also confirmed that the concern constituents have over climate
change is underestimated by as many as 78% of MPs— something
underlined by the fact that only about 300 of a total of over 650 attended
the Westminster briefing.

Lib Dem district councillors Lisa Redrup and Catherine Hubbard along
with parish councillor Claire Michel all made valuable contributions and
Village Hall trustee Brian McCabe was invaluable in getting the
technical show on the road. The post-film discussion was moderated by
Clive Oppenheimer, a geographer at the University of Cambridge.

The areas covered by the film were extreme weather, climate, food
security, health, national security, nature, economics and energy
transition, with experts in each field explaining the issues, followed by
discussion moderated by environmentalist Chris Packham in the
company of celebrities Jennifer Saunders and Deborah Meaden and
members of the public.

The evening was organised by local professionals Veronica Hamilton
and Jen Jackson who decided to get involved after becoming aware of
numerous other screenings in and around Cambridge during the
summer and autumn.

Veronica explained, ‘Awareness of these issues enables us to lobby
government and make positive choices for change. As a result of this
event I’ve met like-minded people and we now have plans to continue
our work by finding local solutions to the climate & nature emergency.’
Anyone who would like to get involved with the group should contact
Jen Jackson at jacksonjennifera@gmail.com while more information
about the wider campaign is on the National Emergency Briefing
website www.nebriefing.org
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Comberton Village Hall Lettings ChargesComberton Village Hall Lettings Charges 
 

  

Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 

Residents  
Non- 

Residents 
Affiliated 

Non- 

Affiliated 

Local/Non- 

Franchised 

Non- 

Local/Franchised 

SESSION  Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £30 £45 £25 £38 £43 £60 

Evenings 

(except 

Saturday) 

£50 £75 £25 * £38 * £43 £60 

Saturday 

eve. 

£90 £135 £25 * £38 * £145 * £218 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £20 £30 £20 £30 £30 £45 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £15 £23 £15 £23 £25 £38 

 

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9 am to 1 pm, 2 pm to 5:30 pm 

and 6 pm to 10:30 pm (midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).   

A refundable deposit of £50 is charged at the time of booking. 

Optional extras in main hall: audiovisual equipment (£5/session), disco lights (£25/session). 

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request. 

*Additional information for groups:  

• Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or fundraising events will be charged 

the residents evening rates. Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the 

non-residents evening rates. Local/Non-franchised Community Commercial lettings can be 

reduced at the discretion of the Trustees if the event is for a suitable charity. Groups 

should write to the Lettings Secretary with their request, including information on the 

charity, and this will be considered by the Trustees.   

• Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to have child protection and 

vulnerable adult policies & procedures in place.  

• Annual affiliation fee of £15 is due on 1st January.  

More information, including hall availability, can be found at www.combertonvillagehall.org.   

To make a booking, contact the Village Hall Administrator Janice Sutton at 

combertonvillagehall@gmail.com 07435 324408 (9 am to 9 pm). Please note that this is a part-

time role. If it is not possible to answer your call, please leave a message and we will contact you.  
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