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Age Concern Cambridge Information & Advice Line 01354 696677
Apple Tree Dentist 1-3 West Street, Comberton 262838
Ash Croft Veterinary Surgery 169 St Neots Rd, Hardwick 01954 210250
Baptist Church Church Office 264707
Benefits Agency Chesterton Road, Cambridge 545200
Comberton Catholics (Fr John Minh) 832397
Comberton Library 0345 045 5225
Comberton Playgroup 262373
Comberton Village College 262503

Adult Education 264721
Cambridge Water Emergencies 01223 706050
Anglia Water Sewerage Emergencies 03457 145 145
Environmental Health Services (South Cambs) 03450 450500
Meridian Primary School 262423
Nursery Way Sheltered Housing 264434
Parkside Police Station 01480 456111
Samaritans 364455
Social Services 264466

(emergency out-of-hours) 01733 561370
St Mary’s Church (Associate Priest Chris Westgarth) 07710 661003
Street Light Failure reporting helpline 01954 233330
Village Help Scheme (Chairman Barbara Mitton), 262073

See panel on page 7 for transport bookings
Wood Green Animal Shelter 01480 830014

Stray dogs (South Cambs DC) 443000

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
COMBERTON SURGERY
58 Green End, Comberton, CB23 7DY 01223 262500
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Prescriptions can be collected outside of opening hours by signing up to
use our Pharmaself machine at Comberton (see website for details)
www.combertonandeversdensurgery.nhs.uk

EVERSDEN SURGERY
33 Harlton Road, Little Eversden, CB23 1HB 01223 262579
Opening times Monday to Friday
Surgery 8:00 - 12:30 & 13:30 - 18:00
Dispensary 8:00 -12:30 & 14:00 - 18:00
Phones at both surgeries go to night service at 18:00
Repeat prescription requests will only be taken over the phone for
housebound patients.

BOURN SURGERY 01954 719313 bourn.surgery@nhs.net
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Regular dates for your diary

VH = Village Hall CVC = Comberton Village College
BC = Baptist Church MS = Meridian School
CP = Comberton Playgroup

Day Time What Where
Monday Morning Monday Studio VH
Monday 9.45am - 11am Comberton Walkers BC
Monday 3.40pm - 5.35pm Children’s Street Dance

Classes
MS

Monday 6pm - 7pm Tang Soo Do Junior 6-11 MS
Monday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
1st, 2nd, 4th
Monday

7pm - 9pm Carpet Bowls VH

3rd Monday 7pm - 9pm Comberton Winemakers VH
Tuesday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Tuesday 10.30am - 12 noon Cafe VH
Tuesday 1.30pm - 4pm Fabric and Yarns BC
Tuesday 6.45pm - 7.30pm ChaSamba Adult Fitness MS
2nd Tuesday 8pm (Except Aug) Comberton WI VH
4th Tuesday 8pm - 9:30pm Comberton Heritage

Society
VH

Wednesday 10am - 11:30am Comberton Baby &
Toddler Group

VH

Wednesday 9:30am - 12:30 Comberton Shed Pavilion
Wednesday 2pm - 3:30pm

(term time only)
Bumps & Babes BC

Wednesday 5.30pm-6.30pm Pilates Class - book via
www.faybpilates.co.uk

MS

Wednesday 6.45pm-7.45pm U15 Football Club CVC
Wednesday 7pm - 9pm Tang Soo Do MS
Thursday 9.30am - 11am Messy Play (term time only) CP
Thursday 5.45pm-6.45pm U8 Football Club CVC
2nd
Thursday

2.30pm Comberton Friendship VH

4th Thursday
not Dec/Aug

2.30pm - 4pm Oasis Teas VH

3rd Friday 7pm (7:30pm start) Bingo Party VH
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Comberton Contact Team
Editor and Designer James Gilbert 07768 421049
editor@combertoncontact.org.uk 50 South Street, CB23 7DZ
Treasurer and Advertising Terry Coad 01223 263264
treasurer@combertoncontact.org.uk 38 Westlands
Distribution Marian Dymott 01223 263292
Please supply copy via email in a plain text format and images in jpg,
png or pdf with 300 dpi. Please send any submissions for the
November magazine by 15thOctober 2026. Submissions will only be
acknowledged if requested and this may take up to a week.

Wheelie Bin Collection Dates
Thursday 1st October Black
Thursday 8th October Blue/Green
Thursday 15th October Black
Thursday 22nd October Blue/Green
Thursday 29th October Black
Thursday 5th November Blue/Green

Parish Council
Meetings are normally held on the second Wednesday of the month at
7:30pm in the Village Hall.

We welcome public attendance and the agendas and minutes can be found
at https://comberton-pc.gov.uk/decisions-meetings/agendas-and-minutes

Advertising Rates
Size (w x h) Annual

(10 editions)
Single Edition

Whole page 122mm x 183mm £475 £60
3/5 page 122mm x 109mm £285 £36
2/5 page 122mm x 72mm £190 £24
1/5 page 122mm x 35mm £95 £12
1/5 page 60mm x 72mm £95 £12

Back page
(colour)

122mm x 183mm One-off only £90
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From the Editor
As you probably know, Comberton Contact is delivered by a number of
volunteers, who each cover a small section of the village. We need a
new volunteer to take on part of the Barton Road round (Woottens
Close to the mini-roundabout, around 62 copies to deliver). If you could
spare the time for a healthy walk towards the end of each month (10
months per year), please contact Marian Dymott on 01223 263292.
The Comberton Shed is planning to host an Older Drivers Workshop run
by Cambridge Fire & Rescue - it will be on a November Wednesday
morning in the Pavilion, date to be confirmed so please look out for this
if you are interested.
James Gilbert 07768 421049 editor@combertoncontact.org.uk

Local Government Contacts
Parish Council Chair Jennifer Martin

jen.martin@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Parish Council Clerk Jessie Brewer

clerk@comberton-pc.gov.uk
Comberton Parish Council
PO Box 1549
CAMBRIDGE DO
CB1 0ZS

District Councillors Ariel Cahn 01223 232186
cllr.cahna@scambs.gov.uk
Dr Lisa Redrup 07855 324580
cllr.redrup@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor Christopher Morris 07971 678429
christopher.morris@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Comberton Village Website
Regular updates are available at www.comberton.org
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Village Help Scheme
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Specialists in 
made to 

measure window 
coverings 

Beautifully made and locally produced 
Curtains and Roman Blinds 

Suppliers of Sanderson, William Morris, 
Harlequin, Scion, Prestigious Textiles 

Roller, Vertical, Pleated, Wood, PVC and 
Aluminium Venetian Blinds 

Contemporary window dressings: 

Vision/Duplex and Visage Blinds 

Plantation shutters and Awnings 

Experts in home automated motorised solutions 

FREE - NO OBLIGATION QUOTES - FIND US AT 

Sage Blinds & Interiors 
Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Road, 

Melbourn. SG8 6EY, Tel: 01763 263399  

www.sageblinds.co.uk 

Open Mon- Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-1pm 

ASH CROFT VETS 
MAIN SURGERY 

169 St Neots Road, Hardwick, CB23 7QJ - Tel: 01954 210250 

BRANCH SURGERY 
Pendrill Court, Ermine Str, Papworth, CB23 3UY - Tel: 01480 831615 

Consultations by Appointment Only  ww.ashcroftvet.co.uk 
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COMBERTON ALLOTMENTS & GARDENS ASSOCIATION 
 

Report on the 73rd Comberton Autumn Show  
Once again the Show, held on 12th September, proved very popular and successful; it was attended by 
around 150 adults plus their children. Entries at 550 from 73 adult and 31 junior exhibitors, were the highest 
since the Covid disruption and we were pleasantly surprised that 230 of those exhibits were in the 
Vegetable, Fruit and Flowers classes; quite amazing considering the summer drought. Additionally we had 
paintings from the Comberton Playgroup and a few from the Meridian School; hopefully paintings will be 
back in full next year.  
 
Cookery entries remained steady at 52, half of them jars of preserve, but there were only 5 entries in the 
Mens’ Cake competition; even so our judge still had plenty of tasting to do. 
 

The Handicraft section boasted 73 entries, up a third from last year and all of an amazing standard; I 
certainly didn’t envy the judge having to decide the winners across such varied entries. Unfortunately we 
only attracted one painting from an adult but we know from years past that there is a wealth of artistic talent 
in the village, so please come and fill our display boards at future shows. 
 
Homemade wine entries were similar to last year with 21 bottles in the various classes and, as every year, 
very little of the wine remained at the end of the afternoon by the time the Judge and the visitors had given 
the bottles a thorough sampling! 
 
Photography entries maintained the increase we saw last year at 66 but sadly we still only had 3 in the 
childrens photo class, it is so difficult to pick new subjects every year that challenge but are topics that are 
familiar to daily life.  
 
Childrens entries are once again the great success story having increased significantly every year from the 
50 entries we had in 2023 to this year’s magnificent total of 115; also some children bravely put further 
entries into the adult classes. Hopefully we can continue to inspire the young people to enter and our 
thanks go to their parents for giving encouragement to them. 
 
We are always keen to receive constructive feedback and suggestions for keeping our classes up to date 
and relevant to current trends (any ideas can be emailed to me). 
 

….and most importantly we need to thank the people without whom there would not be a show:  
- the Team at the Meridian School for allowing us to hold the Show in the school and for their co-

operation and help with planning and staging.  
- our Judges from around the County who give their time, travel and expertise freely and every exhibit 

due consideration. 
- the Exhibitors who share their achievements with us, be they in growing or crafting in the widest 

sense. 
- the small CA&GA committee who start planning the Show in the early Spring and work very very 

hard particularly on the Friday evening and all day Saturday to make the show a success, not 
forgetting those family and friends who are roped in to help. 
…and of course you, the visitors, who come along in the afternoon and support us – thank you all. 

 
Finally congratulations to all Trophy and Prize Winners; commiserations to all those who didn’t have a 
coloured card placed on their entry, but be assured it was considered carefully by the judges in making 
their decisions. It’s great that we have some new names on trophies this year, but many of the winners are 
familiar names to us which, in the highest points categories, is generally a reflection of the large number of 
exhibits they stage and we are very aware of how much poorer the show would be without their 
contributions. 
  
Show Trophy Winners 2026 
Gentlemens’ Challenge Cup (Highest points in Show)                 Peter Gladders 
Gentlemens’ Silver Cup (2nd Highest points in Show)                          David Warboys  
Ladies’ Challenge Bowl   (Highest points in Show)                        Brenda Deboys 
Ladies’ Silver Cup (2nd Highest points in Show)                             Liz Fursse 
Storey Cup (Highest Points for Juniors) Murray Swift  
Silver Cup & Certificate (Best Vegetable Exhibit) Peter Gladders (Celery) 
Certificate (Best Fruit exhibit) Penny Coe (Melon)  
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Comberton Allotments & Gardens
Association
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Trusted Experts Focusing on Quality & Satisfaction 

Carpentry | Small Building | Renovations |Kitchens 
Bathrooms | Fencing | Patios | Decorating 

Tel: 07725000950 

Email : info@firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Website : www.firstpointprojects.co.uk 

Better Home Care works with 
customers and their families who 
require care in their own homes 

We build personalised packages around your homecare needs 

Better Home Care is registered and regulated by the CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) and currently rated as “GOOD” all-round. We 
have also been nominated for the 2020 Great British Care Awards 

Regional round in the East of England. 

Recruitment - We are currently looking for local care workers to cover 
Comberton and the surrounding Villages.  

Please get in touch - 01223 262669 (Fax 01223 262 670) 
info@betterhomecare.co.uk 

Barnwell House, Barnwell Drive, Cambridge, CB5 8UU 
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Certificate (Best Flower exhibit) Cecelia Hollick (Plant in container) 
Master Gardener Trophy (Collection of Flowers & Vegetables)    Peter Gladders 
Harry Sewell Trophy (Collection of Vegetables-restricted entry)     Brenda DeBoys 
WI Handicraft Cup (Highest points in Handicraft)  Hiliary Clark 
Evelyn Watts trophy (Highest points in Cookery)                          Jane Reed 
Gerry Hall Trophy (Cake baking - Men only)                  Quin Hollick 
Comberton Wine Club Cup (Best Wine in show)                     Sue Breeze 
Mike Winney Trophy (Best Photograph in Show)                      Maureen Birch 
Frank Hollick Book Prize (Best in Childrens Art)                                    Alfie Harvey-Easton  
Watts Salver (Best Kept Allotment – South St Site)                     Liz Fursse 
 

AGM – Thursday 20th  November 
The next event is our AGM on Thursday 19th November - 7.30 for 8 pm in the Village Hall. Come along and 
enjoy some Cheese & Wine (or juice) with us; hear about our work and events during 2026; pay annual 

allotment rent if you are a ‘Long Road’ tenant or just renew your membership of the association.  
Robin Worship – Secretary (email: robin.worship7@gmail.com) 

Bands in the Park 2027 – Join Our Team!
Planning is under way for next year’s Bands in the Park, and we’re
aiming to make it our best event yet! To help realise our ambitions, we
are looking for two enthusiastic volunteers to form a small fundraising
team. You’ll be taking the lead on reaching out to local charities, trusts,
and grant providers with a goal of raising £2,000–£5,000. If you’d like to
lend a hand and play a vital role in bringing the community together, we
would love to hear from you!
Please contact Jane (janezreed101@gmail.com), Dan
(dan.edwards@comberton-pc.gov.uk), or Jen (jen.martin@comberton-
pc.gov.uk) for a quick chat.
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MELBOURN FLOORING AND INTERIORS LIMITED 

Phillimore Garden Centre, Cambridge Rd., Melbourn, SG8 6EY 

Tel :01763 262413 

FLOORING 

 Vast Range of Carpets from all leading manufacturers  
 Real Wood, Laminates, Vinyl's, Karndean, Amtico and 
 Project Floors  
 Safety Flooring  
 Free Estimates. Fitting by experienced staff  

Visit our LARGE SHOWROOM with Ample Free Parking  

9 to 5, Monday to Friday, 9 to 4 Saturday  
OR  

Call the number above to speak to one of our friendly staff  

07919 888990 

Professional and insured 
Certificates issued 

Advice given and problems solved 

edcleansweep@gmail.com 
Clean Sweep, based in Haslingfield 
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October Challenge
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-op
Excuse me I appear to have lost my grip, snaking around the
grid below are a total of 16 novels by a distinguished author together
with a character from one of the novels. Please highlight the novel in
which the character appears. Also tell me why one of the novels should
not strictly be included and highlight.

Entries to the store no later than the 14th October please. First correct
entry out of the bag wins the prize of wine and chocolates generously
donated by the CO-OP.
Name / Postal Address……………………………………………………..
Email ………………………………………….. Telephone ……………….

Puzzle 240 LR 10/26

                 CONTACT CHALLENGE  SPONSORED BY CO-OP OF COMBERTON    

             Excuse me I appear to have lost my grip, snaking around the              

grid  below are a total of 16 novels by a distinguished author 

together with a character from  one of the novels. Please highlight 

the novel in which the character appears. Also tell me why one of the 

novels should not strictly be included and highlight.  Entries to CO-OP  

by 14th October please. First out of hat scoops prize of wine ‘n chocs. 

Name/Address…………………………………………………………………………………… 

Phone/Email……………………………………………………………………………………… 

                

Puzzle N0. 240   LR 10/26            

T    O L  D U S F T N H O S N I M A 

H E U C O E O W I C L A K C T R 

Y T R I H L E O P I R G E L I N 

S I S O K A I C E H T T Y B H C 

H O P B A T T I M Y S I W E U Z 

A C H L E A S E R E T D W L E Z 

S I R C A R O L Y O F E I N D R 

T M A S G E G R X P T I O D O O 

N R A B D D O E E E A S N R U O 

A B Y R U B M A T C T T U M R I 

I C E R D E Y S E M T U A L F E 

P K P S A N A N T I S T I R D N 

E W A I V D S O D R I V I R T T 

H I P D P P F I H A W E L O L I 

T C K C O E R E L D T R O D E L 
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OAP Skips - cheap skip hire! 

 
Based in Dry Drayton but we 

cover Bedfordshire, 
Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire. 

Quick turnaround. 

One size only (4 yard) £150 per skip 

Call Gary today on 07706 032544 
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S E DAVEY PLASTERING 
Plastering, Floor screeding & Coving 

TEL: 01954210941- MOB: 07711541799 

sedaveyplastering@outlook.com 

COMBERTON OPERA 
At the Village Hall 

 
 

 
 

Lehár’s “The Merry Widow” 
Reneé Fleming Nathan Gunn 

Kelli O’Hara Alek Shrader 
Sir Thomas Allen Carson Elrod 

 

New York Metropolitan Orchestra, 
Chorus and Ballet 

Conducted by Sir Andrew Davis 
 

A 2015 Blu-Ray video-recording 
 

Wednesday October 7th 2026 
at COMBERTON VILLAGE HALL 

 

Doors open 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start 
 
 

Interval with refreshments 
 

Tickets £5 on the door 
 

Sponsored by Comberton Village Institute Trust 
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STEAMROLLER IRONING SERVICE 
Free pickup and delivery 

Price 1 lb = £2.50 (min £10.00) 

Non-smoking environment 

07742 319631 / 01954 210672 
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Comberton in the Bourn Valley Heritage Project
Comberton is prominent among the villages of the Bourn Valley and
shares with them much of their prehistoric and early general historic
heritage. Although much of this has been described and lies in
published literature, there is much unpublished material ranging from
museum collections to observations and collections in private hands.
This is especially important now where personal recollection and family/
friend reminiscences present an important and vulnerable source.
Some of this, particularly the unpublished material, is in danger of being
permanently ignored, forgotten or destroyed as time moves on.
A group has been founded in association with Comberton Heritage
Society to begin to tackle the daunting task of listing and eventually
indexing and cataloguing all these sources of information regarding our
heritage. We feel the highest priority ought to be given to those such as
the elderly and their friends and families who hold information in the
form of art, paperwork, collections and memories which should be noted
and recorded where possible. This more recent material will range from
family histories through rural activities, maps, travelling routes and
transport, to educational material and natural history on the one hand
and experience of wars and wartime, political and social activities
including housing, fashion, food and shopping on the other. And much
else.
A Basic Task Will Be To Digitise And Begin To Archive This
Material.
So, we are particularly interested in making contact with people in the
village and surrounding area who may be able to help us with material
for this enterprise. We would not normally be expecting to take up actual
material but would try in all cases to take photographic, scanned or
similar records.
Please let combertonheritage@gmail.com know if you are able to
help.
GJC RJC

Coton Garden Club
We meet the first Monday 7.15pm for 7pm each month September to
April New members are very welcome (£15 for the year) , guests or
nonmembers (£5 per event) , and see our website for further info.

5th Oct Seasonal Containers for flowers, vegetables and more
2nd Nov How Not to Kill Your Houseplants

www.cotongardenclub.org
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Resistance Training: Don’t Resist, Start Now
I decided to focus on resistance training this month because I want to
encourage more people to make this form of exercise part of their lives.
As we move into autumn and winter, with shorter days and often lower activity
levels, resistance training can be a particularly valuable addition to your health
routine. Starting, or continuing, to train with an emphasis on becoming stronger
can help support your metabolism, maintain muscle and improve bone health.
The great thing is that we all have different starting points, and resistance
training can be adapted to almost anyone, at any age. Yes, people in their 70s
and 80s can still improve their strength. Research in older adults, including
studies involving people with low bone density and osteoporosis, has
demonstrated that appropriately programmed strength training can have a
positive effect on bone density as well as strength and physical function.
For an older or previously untrained individual, resistance training might begin
with something as simple as repeatedly standing up from a chair and sitting
back down, while gradually reducing the amount of assistance needed from the
hands. For someone with more training experience, it may mean progressively
increasing the weights used in familiar exercises or moving from general group
exercise towards a more structured strength programme.
Group classes involving weights can be a fantastic starting point. They are
social, enjoyable and can help establish a regular exercise habit. However,
training specifically to become stronger is different. It should be progressively
programmed, appropriate for the individual and include adequate rest between
exercises and sessions.
If we want to remain independent for as long as possible and add more healthy,
active years to our lives, maintaining strength and muscle should be a priority.
Thankfully, the old fear that lifting weights automatically makes you “bulky” is
gradually disappearing. Building and maintaining muscle is not simply about
appearance, it plays an important role in how well we function, move and age.
From around our 30s onward, we gradually begin to lose muscle if we do
nothing to maintain it, with the rate of decline tending to increase as we get
older. Resistance training is one of the most effective tools we have to slow this
process.
Just some of its benefits include:
� Supporting bone health
� Supporting hormonal and metabolic health
� Improving strength and physical function
� Supporting metabolism and body composition
� Improving mood and well-being
� Supporting cardiovascular health
� Helping maintain muscle during weight loss
� Supporting long-term independence and healthy ageing
For women approaching or moving through menopause, maintaining muscle
and bone strength becomes particularly important, as hormonal changes can
influence both. Ladies over 30, this is worth paying attention to now, rather than
waiting until later.
As with any health or habit change, start small. Commit to one session a week.
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C & C BLINDS 

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS ANY SIZE ANY COLOUR 

VERTICAL BLINDS / ROLLER BLINDS / VENETIAN BLINDS / REPAIRS 

ROMAN BLINDS / VELUX BLINDS / AWNINGS  

FREE ESTINATES 

Tel:01223 211171 Mobile: 07761 262070 

JASON MOORE 
CARPENTRY & BUILDING Ltd 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, New Build 

UPVC Fascia/Soffits, UPVC Windows/Doors, Flooring 

Kitchen Refurbishments, Flat Roof Replacements  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All aspects of Carpentry & Building

with over 30 years experience 
City and Guilds qualified, full public liability insurance cover 

    

      

Jmoorecarpentry@sky.com 
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Choose a simple compound movement (an exercise that uses several muscle
groups at once) such as a squat. Practise it consistently, focus on mastering
good form and, as you become stronger, gradually increase the resistance or
number of repetitions.
You don’t need to start with heavy weights, complicated programmes or several
sessions each week.
You simply need to start.
Don’t resist, start now.
Liz Fursse (Level 5 Health and Nutrition Coach)

Is your landline your life-line?
Landlines are changing. By January 2027 traditional landlines will be
upgrades with digital technology. This national upgrade is know as the
“Digital Switchover” and will mean that landline calls will be made over
the internet instead of the old telephone network. Its important to check
how the digital switchover will affect you, especially if you rely on
personal alarms or telecare devices (like fall detectors or lifelines),
which may stop working. For many the change will be simple. All you
will have to do is plug your land-line phone into a broadband router
instead of a traditional phone socket.
Call your phone company. Ask if the change affects your phone line or
any connection devices. Watch out for scams.
For more visit www.connectingcambridgeshire.co.uk/digitalswitchover
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DO YOU DETEST IRONING? 
Then give Becky a call, BECKYS IRONING 

SERVICE 

All ironing undertaken in a caring way with a personal touch 

Free collection and delivery with a quick turnaround. £2.50 per 1lb of 
weight. No job too big or too small. Tel 07984 492918   

Comberton Library     www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library  

Tel: 01223 457958    

Saturday 10th October is World Mental Health Day. Studies for the National Year of Reading show 
that just 10 minutes of reading each day can help you relax and focus, benefitting your mental health. 
Come and find a book in the library to start or revive your reading habit!  

Green Libraries Week is 21-28 October. You’ll find a wide range of books in the library to inform and 
inspire you about climate change, sustainable living and supporting nature.  

October is Black History Month. We’ll be highlighting books by Black authors for you to discover and 
enjoy. 

Digital Buddy Assistance -Need any assistance want to get online? with uploading photos, bus pass 
renewal/new application, general printing or even accessing your emails. Digital Buddy will be here to 
assist you at Comberton library, on Mondays, 11am-1pm, every week. Come and book an appointment 
with our digital buddy.  

Digital Buddy on Monday 5th October - will demonstrate how to manage your library account on 
Spydus (online service) between 11am – 12.30pm Please bring along your IT device.  

Comberton Library Bookworms: Looking for the next great book? A monthly list can be found here. 
The Comberton Library Bookworms will handpick a selection of titles recently enjoyed by our 
readers. There is something for everyone, whether you favour fiction, nonfiction, or something new! 
 
1.A thousand years of good prayers by Yiyun Li 
(Short stories) 
2. Lillian Boxfish takes a walk by Kathleen Rooney (Fiction) 
3. Captain Corelli’s mandolin by Louis De Bernières (Fiction) 
4. Water by John Boyne (Fiction) 
5. The Rush by Beth Lewis (Fiction) 
6. Chocolat by Joanne Harris (Fiction) 
 
Weekly activities  
Knit, Sew and Natter group continues to meet in Comberton Library at 10.30am – 
11.30am; September dates: 14th and 28th. October dates: 12th and 26th. November dates: 9th and 
23rd. December dates: 7th. Then every other Monday onwards. Newcomers warmly welcome. 
There are always tea, coffee and biscuits available.  
 
Come sing along and have fun, Rhymetime, 10.30am – 11.00am (except during the school 
holidays) for children between 0 to 4 years of age. September dates: 7th and 21st. October dates: 5th 
and 19th. November dates: 2nd, 16th and 30th. December dates: 14th. Also, come and join the First 
Steps Library Club, aged 0-4 years. So, don’t forget every visit to the library, attending events 
like Rhymetime your child will get a special stamp, towards getting a certificate.  

It's Lego Time with Duplo. Saturdays starting at 10.30am. Come and have fun building and exploring 
your imagination. Every child needs an adult to accompany them. This is a free event.  

Opening hours (excluding bank holidays etc.)   

Monday 10am – 1pm               Wednesday 10am – 1pm and 2.30pm – 5.30pm  
 Friday  2.30pm – 5.30pm   Saturday 10am – 1pm  
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Oakes and Watson Tree Surgery and Consultancy
and

Peter Oakes and Daughter Tree Surgery
Due to my father semi retiring in
October 2017 my husband and I have
continued the business that he set up
some 25 years ago by combining it
with our own.
It is a pleasure and an honour to
continue to offer top quality tree care in
and around the area where my
husband and I both grew up.

ARBORICULTURE AT ITS BEST.
At Oakes andWatson we pride
ourselves in providing professional,
competent and complete services in
all aspects of tree surgery and care.
We have 19 years experience in top
quality.
Tree care at extremely competitive
prices.
Here at Oakes andWatson we
believe that experience and
qualifications come hand in hand so
we are fully qualified, competent and
insured in the job we both love.

Oakes and Watson
Cert ab L2, DIP Arb L4 (ABC), TechArborA, CS Certified

Our Services
All Aspects of Tree Surgery undertaken

Tree Removal, Crown Raising, Reductions, Cable
Installation, Pollards, Hedge Cutting, Topping,

Tree Planting, Thinning, Tree Reports/
Inspections, Fencing, Formative pruning
Woodchips and Logs always available.
01353 968287 www.oakesandwatson.com
07885377682 arb@oakesandwatson.com
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September Challenge Solution
Sponsored by the Comberton Co-Op
Once upon a time a Mr. G. Orwell wrote a book with a numerical title!
(1984) This number is your departure point. From this figure deduct the
highest cubed figure it is possible to deduct and remain positive (12)
(1728 /256). Add the Dam Busters FILM Squadron number, not 617
(633 /889 ). Deduct the combined total of 4,5 and 6 cubed, individually,
(405/484). Add the square of 698 less the square of 697 (1395/1879).
Now add the number of yards in 7 miles (12320/14199).You must now
deduct the highest cubed number which is less than your running total
at this point (24) (13824/375). Now take the 3 numbers of your total so
far (3,7,5), cube each individually and add the three products to your
total (495 /870). Now take the first four numbers after the decimal point
in Pi, interpret as a four figure number and add to your running total
(1428/2298). Deduct the year of the Battle of Mortimers Cross
(1461/837). Deduct the number in Baker Street where a Mr S Holmes
resided (221/616). Deduct the cubed number of the Wonders of the
World (343/273). Deduct the number of days in the Jewish month of
ELUL (29/244) and finally deduct the international dialling code for
Angola (244/ZERO=FINAL TOTAL). All that work for nothing !!!! You
can now treat yourself to that G and T.

Puzzle 239 LR 9/26

The winner was Dennis Coe of Westlands, Comberton.

Comberton Heritage Society
Our meeting in October will be a talk by Jeanette Moser and is entitled

Everyone has a story to tell
Jeanette will be telling the fascinating story of her family history;
Her mother and father’s escape from Nazi Germany to Israel then South
Africa, where she was born in 1938. Her own life growing up as a six-
year-old Jewish girl, as a boarder in a Catholic convent.

Her aim is to encourage everyone to preserve memories for generations
to come.

The meeting will be on Tuesday October 27th in Comberton Village Hall
at 8pm.
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OCTOBER 2026

Parish Council News
STAY IN THE LOOP WITH UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS!

What's New

Village Groups & Community Showcase
We’re delighted to announce the Village Groups & Community Showcase, taking place on
Sunday the 10  of January 2027 at the Village Hall.th

Organised by the Parish Council in partnership with the Village Hall, the event will bring
together local groups, clubs, societies and organisations to showcase the fantastic range
of activities, interests and opportunities available within our village.
The event aims to:

Raise awareness of the wonderful local groups and societies in our community.
Help groups attract new members, volunteers and supporters.
Inspire residents to discover new interests, hobbies and activities.
Create opportunities for people to meet others and make new social connections.
Strengthen connections between local organisations and community groups.
Celebrate our village community and the incredible variety of activities available
locally.

Whether you’re already involved with a local group or are simply curious to see what’s on
offer, we hope you’ll come along, meet some friendly faces and discover something new!

Christmas Lights Switch On
Our annual Christmas Lights Switch On will take place on the of 5th December, starting
from 5pm.
Come along and join us for a festive evening with live music, a food truck, children’s
activities and, of course, a very special visit from Father Christmas! 🎅 And this year, we
may even have a donkey joining us for the celebrations! 🫏🎄

More details will be announced soon, so keep an eye out for further information. We look
forward to seeing you there and getting the Christmas celebrations underway!

🌱 Supporting Biodiversity in Comberton
Under the Environment Act 2021, public authorities in England, including parish and town
councils, have a duty to consider what they can do to conserve and enhance biodiversity.
This is known as the ‘biodiversity duty’.
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JULY 2026

STAY IN THE LOOP WITH UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS!

What's New continued...

Only a small proportion of Comberton is land managed by the Parish Council, with much of
the parish made up of privately owned gardens and fields. CPC would therefore like to
encourage residents to help improve biodiversity across the whole parish.
Whether you have a small or large garden, there are many simple, quick and low-cost ways
to support nature. These could include putting up bird or bat boxes, creating log shelters
for small mammals, insects and amphibians, planting wildflowers or adding a pond.
If you would like to get started, or develop something you are already doing, our Nature
Recovery Advisory Group has a wealth of knowledge and would be happy to offer advice.
Please get in touch to tell us what you are already doing or if you would like some ideas.

Notices

Fly tipping
We have received several reports of fly tipping recently. While we appreciate residents
keeping us informed, we encourage everyone to report incidents directly to the
appropriate service so they can be dealt with as quickly as possible. Fly tipping can be
reported online here: www.greatercambridgewaste.org/litter-in-public-
spaces/report-a-fly-tip-south-cambs/

Watts Wood – No Fires
Please remember that fires and BBQs are not permitted in Watts Wood. Fires pose a
serious wildfire risk and can harm wildlife, trees and the wider woodland. Please help us
protect this valuable community space by not lighting fires, using disposable BBQs or
burning any materials.

Thank you for helping to keep Watts Wood safe.

Join The Parish Council
Comberton Parish Council has vacancies! Would you like to get more involved in your local
community and help shape the future of Comberton? We currently have vacancies for
Parish Councillors and would love to hear from local residents who are interested in
making a difference.

No previous experience is necessary – just an interest in our village and a willingness to get
involved. If you would like to find out more, please contact the Parish Clerk.
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BASED IN COMBERTON 

Caring Iz Sharing 

HOME CARE SERVICE 

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A 
RANGE OF FLEXIBLE CARE 

PACKAGES. 
Designed to provide our clients with carefully designed support 
to meet their individual needs. A commitment to our key values 
(compassion, dependability and positivity) means clients can 

look forward to a secure future in their own homes. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

caringizsharing@gmail.com  0787 2654 293 

Plumbing 
Ian Stonebridge 

Your local plumber 

Friendly, reliable service 

No job too small 

Mob: 07866 278497 

Tel: 01223 263586 
 

Comberton Ladies Make Strong Start in First League Season 

Comberton Squash Club’s ladies team completed their first season in the Cambridgeshire 
Winter League 2025/26, finishing a very respectable 4th place in the ladies division. 

For a newly formed team, this was a positive and encouraging start. The team finished with 62 
points, recording 2 wins, 6 losses and 4 draws across the season. The number of drawn fixtures 
shows how competitive many of the matches were, with Comberton often pushing more 
established teams all the way. 

Across the campaign, the ladies won 52 games, gaining valuable match experience against 
clubs including Swavesey, Hunts County, Cambridge and Cambridge University. Swavesey 
finished top of the division, with Hunts County second and Cambridge third, but Comberton 
showed they are already capable of competing well at this level. 

The main aim of the season was to give more women the opportunity to play team squash, 
represent the club and enjoy competitive matches in a friendly environment. The team has done 
exactly that, creating a strong foundation for future seasons. 

Comberton Squash Club is keen to continue growing ladies squash and encouraging more 
women and girls to get involved. Whether players are experienced, returning to squash after a 
break, or completely new to the sport, the club offers a welcoming place to play, improve and 
meet others. 

After such a promising first season, the future looks very positive for ladies squash at 
Comberton. 

New players of all ages and abilities are always welcome. 

Info@combertonsquash.com 
www.combertonsquash.com 
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Reach Out

For any questions, please contact clerk@comberton-pc.gov.uk
 and we’ll be in touch. 

The Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm in the
Village Hall. Agendas and minutes are always available on our website. Residents are
warmly invited to attend the full meeting, with a dedicated 15-minute slot at the start to
share thoughts, ideas, and concerns.
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Comberton Village Hall Lettings ChargesComberton Village Hall Lettings Charges 
 

  

Private Individuals Community Groups * Community Commercial 

Comberton 

Residents  
Non- 

Residents 
Affiliated 

Non- 

Affiliated 

Local/Non- 

Franchised 

Non- 

Local/Franchised 

SESSION  Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 

Daytime £30 £45 £25 £38 £43 £60 

Evenings 

(except 

Saturday) 

£50 £75 £25 * £38 * £43 £60 

Saturday 

eve. 

£90 £135 £25 * £38 * £145 * £218 

 Meeting Room Meeting Room Meeting Room 

All sessions £20 £30 £20 £30 £30 £45 

 Community Room Community Room Community Room 

All sessions £15 £23 £15 £23 £25 £38 

 

Unless otherwise stated, charges are per session. Sessions are 9 am to 1 pm, 2 pm to 5:30 pm 

and 6 pm to 10:30 pm (midnight on Fri/Sat/Sun).   

A refundable deposit of £50 is charged at the time of booking. 

Optional extras in main hall: audiovisual equipment (£5/session), disco lights (£25/session). 

Prices for commercial lettings and weddings are available on request. 

*Additional information for groups:  

• Affiliated Community groups holding evening group social or fundraising events will be charged 

the residents evening rates. Non-affiliated groups holding similar events will be charged the 

non-residents evening rates. Local/Non-franchised Community Commercial lettings can be 

reduced at the discretion of the Trustees if the event is for a suitable charity. Groups 

should write to the Lettings Secretary with their request, including information on the 

charity, and this will be considered by the Trustees.   

• Groups working with children and/or vulnerable adults will need to have child protection and 

vulnerable adult policies & procedures in place.  

• Annual affiliation fee of £15 is due on 1st January.  

More information, including hall availability, can be found at www.combertonvillagehall.org.   

To make a booking, contact the Village Hall Administrator Janice Sutton at 

combertonvillagehall@gmail.com 07435 324408 (9 am to 9 pm). Please note that this is a part-

time role. If it is not possible to answer your call, please leave a message and we will contact you.  
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